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We plan to have one more Church Council meeting on January 21 at 7pm in the memorial room. All are welcome to attend 
this meeting. There will be copies of the proposal available at the back of the Church as well. Feel free to ask me any   
questions you might have. Then we will have a special Charge Conference on January 26 following worship in which we will 
adopt this structure and elect those nominated to Leadership roles except for the Trustees (this was formally done at 
Charge Conference on November 7, 2019). The Leadership Team will have its inaugural meeting in February. The         
Scheduled Church Council meetings will then officially be All Church meetings. Please feel free to ask me whatever        
questions arise about this new committee structure. 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Kate 

Dear Eden UMC, 

It has been a busy few months. We’ve just wrapped up our Stewardship Program in November, and our Christmas       
programing in December, so I am not going to assume that you remember anything from my October newsletter article. 
So here goes. 

In October I shared with you a possible new structure for organizing our local church. At the November Church Council 
meeting the committee agreed to move forward with this new model. They asked me to share more information with 
you. 

In the proposal the Church would go from several committees to four.  Two of those committees will remain as they are. 
SPRC will not change. Trustees will gain some new responsibilities. Trustees will continue to care for all property owned 
by the Church, in addition the Trustees will again manage the financial assets of the Church, such as stock, endowments, 
bequest and the like, but not the general fund. That means Scholarship, Memorials, and Columbarium committees will no 
longer be separate but part of the Trustees. The third committee which was formally the Church Council will now be 
called the All Church Meeting. It will care for the financial needs of the congregation and whatever administrative needs 
arise, as before if one is a committee chair, he or she would report to the All Church Meeting. The Church Council        
functioned as a closed committee. The All Church Meeting, is open to all members of the local church. 

The final committee will be called The Leadership Team, and this is a new idea. This committee will set the vision for the 
church and oversee its mission. All programmatic decisions will either be made by this committee or this committee will 
help create ad hoc teams to do the needed work. That means there will no longer be separate nurture, mission, Sunday 
School, worship, Visual Arts committees. Instead we will officially create small teams to do this work as needed. A person 
will be nominated and then elected at the Special Charge Conference to oversee each of these areas and that person will 
then be a member of the Leadership Team. 

These are the Leadership roles that people will be nominated for and elected to at a Special Charge Conference that will 
then become the Leadership Team: 

Lay Leader 
Staff Parish Relations Team Leader 
Lay Development Team Leader 
Trustees Representative 
Stewardship Team Leader 
Nurture Team Leader  

United Methodist Women’s Representative 
Outreach and Witness Team Leader 
Children’s Ministry Team Leader 
Youth Ministry Team Leader 
United Methodist Men’s Representative 





RITE OF PASSAGE 
 

Do you know the legend of the Cherokee Indian youth’s Rite of Passage? 
 

His father takes him into the forest, blindfolds him and leaves him alone. 
 

He is required to sit on a stump the whole night and not to remove the blindfold until 
the rays of the morning sun shine through it.  He cannot cry out for help to anyone. 
Once he survives the night, he is a MAN. 
 

He cannot tell other boys of this experience, because each lad must come 
into manhood on his own.  The boy is naturally terrified.  He can hear all kinds of noises. 
Wild beasts must surely be all around him.  Maybe some human might do him harm. 
 

The wind blew the grass and earth, and shook his stump, but he sat stoically,  
never removing the blindfold.  It would be the only way he could become a man! 
Finally, after a horrific night the sun appeared and he removed his blindfold. 
 

It was then that he discovered his father sitting on the stump next to him. 
He had been on watch the entire night, protecting his son from harm. 
 

When we take the time to really think about things we too are never alone.  Even when we don’t know it, God is watching over us, 
sitting on the stump beside us. When trouble comes,  
all we have to do is reach out to Him. 
 

The moral of this story:  -  just because you can’t see God, doesn’t mean He is not there. 
 

“For we walk by faith, not by sight.” 
 

Have you ever found yourself alone, blindfolded, on a stump in the middle of a seemingly never-ending dark night, waiting frightfully 
for any sign of light or relief so this quest you  
have allowed yourself to be involved in might finally be over? 
 

Okay maybe not ‘blindfolded on a stump in the dark’ but in some (likely) self-induced situation where there seems no apparent way 
out, if and when things might become problematical. 
I personally have found myself in such a dilemma many times.  It is then that I try to remind myself of the story of this Cherokee leg-
end and that we walk by faith. Also the words of Jeremiah 29:11 – NIV 
 

“For I know the plans I have for you, plans to prosper you 
     and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.’ 

 

 

From an article in a Daily Devotional written by Chris Tiegreen that I recently read: 
 

“There’s always tension in our lives between ‘being’ and ‘doing.’ 
with the latter usually getting most of our attention.” 

 
The author goes on to cleverly point out that “most of us have to-do lists; yet hardly anyone has a to-be list” and further that “what 
we do is always a product of who we are”.  Therefore Tiegreen suggests that “we should pay particular attention to who we are – our 
hearts, our core issues, the nature God is working into our spirits. God cares more about the heart than about the results, mainly 
because if the heart is right, the results will come naturally.” 
In the new year before us maybe we should resolve to focus more on being who God has designed us to be rather than on doing 
what he has called is to do. 
 
Tiegreen closes his article with: 
 

“Let yourself be transformed within and transformation will soon work its way outward.” 
     
So maybe I ask myself in the New Year before us and I resolve to focus on:  
  

‘Who has God designed me to be?’ as opposed to ‘what has God called me to do?’ 
 

Happy New Year, Pastor Jim 





Mission Statement 

The Eden United Methodist Church defines its mission: 

 “To make disciples of Jesus Christ through worship, witness, study, service and fellowship.” 

Our Vision 

“Offering life-changing grace, hope, healing and hospitality to all.” 

REV. KATE’S OFFICE HOURS 
Monday-Thursday 

Sabbath taken Fridays 
 

By appointment—please call the church (992-4211) 

THOSE WHO SERVE IN JANUARY 

Reader 

Jan. 5  Tom Lewis  

Jan. 12  Alice Spengler 

Jan. 19 Laura Forester 

Jan. 26 Laura LeBaron 

Greeters 

Jan. 5  Judy Smith  

Jan. 12  Laura LeBaron 

Jan. 19 Nancy Sheffer/Chris McGill 

Jan. 26 Phil Quinn / Chickie O’Toole 

Pianist           David Gawronski 

Organist Michelle Munro 

Nursery 

Jan. 5  Tina & Allison Powell  

Jan. 12  Beth Campbell 

Jan. 19 Laura LeBaron 

Jan. 26 Peg Heath 

Acolyte 

Jan. 5  Alijah Williams  

Jan. 12  Julia LeBaron 

Jan. 19 Garrett Smith 

Jan. 26 Jacob LeBaron 
 
 
 

KIDS CORNER 
 

Kids Corner is a place for our kids to Stay in 
Church now so they can Be the Church in 
the future. Typically we have children age 4 
to 11 but anyone, any age, is welcome to sit 
with us, play quietly, listen to the worship 
service and participate in a related craft. 

Ways to Give 

 All can/bottle donations support the Missions Fund, 

make it a point to bring your donations to church with 

you once a month. 

 The church is rewarded when you drop off your gently 

used clothing to The Clothing Shed.  

 2nd Sunday we collect loose change for the Sunday 

School classes and the Heifer Project. 

 4th Sunday we collect food and monetary donations for 

the food pantry. 

 Box Tops: Collected and donated to Eden Central 

Schools. 

 Charity Miles: Do you have a smart phone?  Do you 

walk, run, or bike as part of your fitness program?  There 

is a free app "Charity Miles" you can download to your 

phone and turn on before you workout.  There are over 

30 charities to choose from and you can even pick a     

different one every time.  When you finish your workout 

you stop the  running app and a donation is made to your 

charity by a sponsor.  Check it out, every mile matters! 

SUNDAY WORSHIP —11 AM  

We are worshiping and sending glory to God every Sunday with 

Communion on the first Sunday of the month.  



Henry and I want to extend a warm and heartfelt thank you to our 

church family and friends, and Team Respite, for the many cards of en-

couragement and extraordinary meals delivered to us during Michelle’s 

surgical convalescence. 

We are sincerely touched by your support and love. 

A special shout out to George and Diana Graovac for the many hours 

of behind the scenes back up support during a very busy holiday sea-

son. 

Blessings to all, 

Michelle & Henry  

New Life Circle  

New Life Circle would like to thank everyone for baking!  We filled 110 cookie bowls!   

We could use more bakers next year to fill 125 cookie bowls. 

January Coffee Hour after Sunday Worship 

Jan. 5—Donna Wittmeyer & Debbie Longbine 

Jan. 12—Cathy Jeffers & Gloria Nedimyer 

Jan. 19—Nancy Lance & Debbie Longbine 

Jan. 26—Beth Cambell & Dawn Zopp 

SAVE THE DATE! 

GAVIN HILL’S GRADUATION PARTY 

JUNE 20th, 2020   
All are welcome! 

2020 



Rebecca Langdon arrived 

December 31st at 8:43am 

at a whopping 9.14 oz   

and 21 in. long!  

 

Congratulations  

to Kate & Bill! 

Nursery Room & Kids Corner Donations 
 

Here is a list of some items the nursery room could use… 
 

Little Tikes Table & Chairs 

Little Tikes Basketball hoop (for inside) 

Batteries AAA & AA 
 

Please keep in mind the safety of our children when donating items.  The nursery 
needs to be kept safe from potential choking hazards to those children 3 and younger.   
 

The Kids Corner is a place where children 4 and older can stay in Church by playing 
quietly and listening to the service and participate in a related craft.  

Thank you 

Four Corners Restaurant  

the 1st & 3rd Thursday of the month 7am-8:30am 

All are welcome! 



 
 
FROM THE SUNDAY SCHOOL KIDS: 
 
 Thank you to all who came to see our Christmas play “Get Back in Your Box.”  We had a great time!  
A special thank you to Gloria Nedimyer for organizing the cookies and cocoa, Nancy Golba for playing piano, 
Mike Forster for handling sound, Verna Elling for the beautiful set design and of course, Santa for taking the 
time in his busy schedule to visit with us. 
 
 In January the LiFT theme is “Adventure Awaits.” All are welcome to join us on Sundays at 9:30 AM 
in room 5/6. On second Sundays our coins cans are collected for the Heifer Project, and on fourth Sundays we 
bring in supplies for the Eden/North Collins Food Pantry. 

Thank you cookie bakers!  New Life Circle put together 110 cookie boxes for the Food Pantry!  
 

Our December “Second Sunday Soup Sales” was a great success.  Look for some new kinds on January 12th. 
We are selling quart containers of homemade soup for $7, take-out only.  We will be selling homemade soup 
again on Feb 9th and March 8th. The proceeds from these sales are part of our UMW budget. 
 

Save the date! Our Speaker Series will continue on Monday January 20 at 7 PM. Linda Hock will speak 
about “Harassment Free Space – What does this mean?”  All are encouraged to attend. 
 

Niagara Frontier District UMW is sponsoring Gift Day on Saturday, February 29th at Churchill Memorial 
UMC in Boston. We are collecting gift items that will be distributed to the designated organizations. More  
information will be out in February. 
  

The next board meeting will be Feb 3, 2020 at 7:00 PM. We will be planning the service for UMW Sunday in 
February with World Day of Prayer. The theme for World Day of Prayer is “Rise!  Take Your Mat and 
Walk” written by the women of Zimbabwe If you don’t have a UMW Program Book, we still have some 
available on the Welcome Table in the church lobby.  All are welcome to attend any circle or UMW event. We 
would love to have you join us! 
 

Thank you for supporting UMW and missions in our church and around the world. 
        Joy and Peace, 
        Cathy Jeffers 
Looking Ahead: 
Feb. 3 7:00 PM  Board Meeting 
Feb. 23 11:00 AM  UMW Sunday with World Day of Prayer 
 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

DID YOU KNOW? 

We only have 14 Niches available in our             
Columbarium?  You can reserve one now for future 
use.   
 

The cost is $750 per Niche.   

Payment terms are available.   
 

Act now to ensure you or a loved one will have a 
resting place in our Church when the time comes. 
 

For information contact Robin in the Church office 
at 992-4211. 

55 SHOEBOXES! ! !   

"Anxious for Nothing - Finding calm in a Chaotic World" by Max 

Lucado is a new bible study that will start on 1/6/2020 by the Monday Morning Bible 

Study.  This is a 5 week study so no long term commitment is necessary.   The study is 

a DVD study where Max Lucado explores Gods treatment plan for anxiety in             

Philippians 4:4-8.  "As you follow this prescription  - celebrating God's goodness,     

asking for his help, leaving your concerns with him, and meditating on good things - 

you will Experience God's peace."  You do not need to reserve a spot to attend, just 

show up at 9:30am.  We meet in the kitchen where it's nice and warm.  The cost is only 

$2 for materials.   Any questions please call Carol Brodie at 664-1055. 

 

Our boxes in 2019 were divided up and reached children in:  

The Dominican Republic / Ukraine / Malawi / Togo / Kenya / 

Ghana / Peru / Colombia /  "a hard to reach area"* 

*For the safety of our ministry partners and local believers living in some hard-to-

reach areas, we cannot disclose the names of these countries. Some countries are 

hard-to-reach because they are experiencing a form of conflict that complicates the 

delivery of shipments.  Thank you to all who donated! 





United Methodist Men’s Dinner Meeting 

Tuesday, January 28, 2020 

At 6:30 pm 

Please see the sign up in the Narthex. 

 

Stephen Ministers are the After People.  They are 
ready to come alongside you—or your friends, 
neighbors, coworkers, or relatives—and provide 
comfort and support for as long after as needed.  If 
you’d like more information or would like to speak 
with a Stephen Minister, please contact Diana 
Graovac, Kevin Karstedt, or Pastor Kate Nicol. 

February 2020 
 

 

 

Mon. 2/3 @ 7 pm UMW Board Meeting 

Sun, 2/9 @ 12pm  Sunday Soup Sale 

Sun. 2/23 @ 11am World Day of Prayer 

Wed, 2/26  Ash Wednesday 

Sat, 2/29                  NF UMW Gift Day @ Churchill 

 

2nd & 4th THURSDAY BIBLE STUDY @  

FOUR CORNERS CAFÉ —7AM 

SUNDAY BIBLE SCHOOL—9:30 AM 

SUNDAY CHOIR PRACTICE—10:00 AM 

SUNDAY WORSHIP—11 AM 

SUNDAY BELLS PRACTICE—12PM 

MONDAY BIBLE STUDY—9:30 AM 

TUESDAY EDEN CHORALE—7PM 

WEDNESDAY -DULCIMERS 10-11:30AM 

WEDNESDAY UNSHAKABLES—7PM-8:30PM 

FRIDAY DULCIMERS—10AM-12PM 

SATURDAY ZUMBA—9AM-10AM 

M-W-F EXERCISE—9:45AM-10:45AM  

 

       EDEN UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

Wednesday, January 29, 2020 

2:00 pm to 7:00 pm 

Please call 1-800-Red-Cross or visit www.redcrossblood.org  

to schedule your appointment today!  Walk Ins are welcome! 


