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To the Saints of the Church 

I really like All Saint Sunday. For me it is a time to reflect on the people who have 

helped shape me into the Christian I am today. Many of you know I did not grow up in 

a Christian household, so when I reflect on the people who taught me about Christ, 

they are not in my family. They are friends, teachers, and Pastors who took time to   

answer my questions encourage me to explore scripture, and theology. I want to       

encourage you to reflect on those who helped shape your understanding of the    

Christian faith. What was it about those people that made you listen? 

As you reflect on what you learned from others, also reflect on what it means for you 

to be a follower of Christ. Is it a central part of your identity, or just an occasional 

thing? Just going to church does not make us a follower of Christ. To be a Christian 

means that we believe something specific about God. We believe that our God became 

human, lived a sinless life, died a sinless death, so that we could receive forgiveness for 

sin, and an invitation to a new kind of life through His resurrection, one in which we 

receive a new purpose, to serve God. 

When I was in college there was an elderly gentleman who lived in the campus     

apartments. He exuded faith by his very presence. My hope is that some day I might be 

like him. That my faith would just flow out of me in everything I do, from the way I say 

hi, to the ministries I participate in, to how I give my time and talent. I hope that we 

each encounter someone who can have that kind of impact on how we serve God, 

someone who drives a desire within us to be a better follower of Christ. Join with me 

in imagining a day when we would all be that person who inspires faith in those 

around us. I invite you to pray with me for this day to come soon. 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Kate 



PRIDE VERSUS HUMILITY 
Last week I had the opportunity to preach 
a little about prayer with the gospel of 
Luke, Chapter 18 verses 9-14, as the       
Biblical reference.  Many of you might    
recognize this passage as that of ‘The     
Parable of the Pharisee and the Tax        
Collector’. In the words of the passage the 
Pharisee is self-described as a very prideful 
person who claimed to be ‘very righteous’ 
while ‘regarding others with contempt’:   
 

11) The Pharisee, standing by himself, was 
praying thus, ‘God, I thank you that I am 

not like other people: thieves, rogues, adulterers, or even like this tax collector.       
 
12) I fast twice a week; I give a tenth of all my income.’   
 

But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even look up to Heaven, and was 
praying very differently:   
 

13) ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’  
 

I think, the message of the Scripture is intended to illustrate the different ways the 
proud Pharisee, compared to the humble tax collector, presented their individual 
prayers to God.  Clearly the Pharisee thought a lot of himself and wanted God to be 
reminded of what a ‘righteous’, giving person he really was and that he certainly did 
not live his life anything like the tax collector.  The tax collector on the other hand 
clearly recognized the awesome power of the God he served, acknowledged that he 
was indeed but a lowly sinner, and humbly prayed to his God for mercy. 
 

But I wonder if another message of this passage might be a comparison of excessive 
pride in self versus humility before the power of God.   
 

How many times might we allow ourselves to focus on our own resources and     
abilities, real or imagined, when responding to events or situations before us,        
absent any concern for humility and before seriously considering what we are       
actually up against.   Consider, this story of an occasion of changing direction: 
 

 



This is the transcript of an actual radio conversation of a US naval ship with         
Canadian authorities off the coast of Newfoundland in October, 1995.  Radio     
conversation released by the Chief of Naval Operation 10-10-95. 

 
Divert Your Course 

 
Americans:  Please divert your course 15 degrees to the North to avoid a collision. 
 
Canadians:  Recommend you divert YOUR course 15 degrees to the South to 
                       avoid collision. 
 
Americans:  This is the Captain of a US Navy Ship. I say again, divert your course. 
 
Canadians:  No … I say again, you divert YOUR course.   
 
Americans:   THIS IS THE AIRCRAFT CARRIER USS LINCOLN, THE SECOND LARGEST 
                      SHIP IN THE UNITED STATES ATLANTIC FLEET. WE ARE ACCOMPANIED 
                      BY THREE DESTROYERS, THREE CRUISERS, AND NUMEROUS SUPPORT 
                      VESSELS. I DEMAND THAT YOU CHANGE YOUR COURSE 15 DEGREES 
                      NORTH, OR COUNTER-MEASURES WILL BE UNDERTAKEN TO ENSURE 
                      THE SAFETY OF THIS SHIP. 
 
Canadians:  This is a lighthouse,  …  Divert Your course. 

Blessings,  Pastor Jim   



Congregations that approach financial stewardship from a biblical perspective do not view the money         
Christians give to their church merely as a way to pay its bills. Rather, such congregations see financial        
contributions as a way to help people grow spiritually in their relationship with God by supporting their church’s 
mission and ministry with a percentage of their incomes. 
 

Our congregation’s finance committee has selected the New Consecration Sunday Stewardship Program as a 
way to teach the biblical and spiritual principles of generous giving in our stewardship education emphasis this 
year. 
 

New Consecration Sunday is based on the biblical philosophy of the need of the giver to give for his or her own 
spiritual development, rather than on the need of the church to receive. Instead of treating people like members 
of a social club who should pay dues, we will treat people like followers of Jesus Christ who want to give       
unselfishly as an act of discipleship. New Consecration Sunday encourages people toward proportionate and 
systematic giving in response to the question, “What percentage of my income is God calling me to give?”  
 

During morning worship on Consecration Sunday, we are asking our attendees and members to make their  
financial commitments to our church’s missionary, benevolent, and educational ministries in this community and 
around the world. 
 

Every attendee and member who completes an Estimate of Giving Card does so voluntarily by attending  
morning worship on Consecration Sunday. We urge people to attend who feel strongly opposed to completing a 
card. The procedure is done in such a way that no one feels personal embarrassment if he or she chooses not 
to fill out a card. 
 

We will do no home solicitation to ask people to complete cards. During morning worship our guest leader will 
conduct a brief period of instruction and inspiration, climaxed by members making their commitments as a  
confidential act of worship. 
 

We will encourage participation in Consecration Sunday events through the Consecration Sunday team and 
governing board members. Since we will make no follow-up visits to ask people to complete their cards, we will 
make every effort to inform, inspire, and commit everyone to attend Consecration Sunday worship. 
 

Thanks in advance for your enthusiastic participation in Consecration Sunday events. 

Governing Board Chairperson, 

 Laura Forster 

Is Coming 



Mission Statement 

The Eden United Methodist Church defines its mission: 

 “To make disciples of Jesus Christ through worship, witness, study, service and fellowship.” 

Our Vision 

“Offering life-changing grace, hope, healing and hospitality to all.” 

REV. KATE’S OFFICE HOURS 
Monday-Thursday 

Sabbath taken Fridays 
 

By appointment—please call the church (992-4211) 

THOSE WHO SERVE IN NOVEMBER 

Reader 

Nov. 3  George Graovac  

Nov. 10 Bruce Peterson 

Nov. 17 Sue Schnaufer 

Nov. 24 Carol Lewis 

Greeters 

Nov. 3  Phil Quinn / Chickie O’Toole 

Nov. 10 Michelle Wilson 

Nov. 17 Verna Elling 

Nov. 24 Jim & Gloria Nedimyer 

Pianist           David Gawronski 

Organist Michelle Munro 

Nursery 

Nov. 3  Tina & Allison Powell  

Nov. 10 Verna Elling 

Nov. 17 Ruth Bucki 

Nov. 24 Tina & Allison Powell  

Acolyte 

Nov. 3  Church Member 

Nov. 10 Aidan Johnson 

Nov. 17 Garrett Smith 

Nov. 24 Alijah Williams 

Ways to Give 

 All can/bottle donations support the Missions Fund, 

make it a point to bring your donations to church with 

you once a month. 

 The church is rewarded when you drop off your gently 

used clothing to The Clothing Shed.  

 2nd Sunday we collect loose change for the Sunday 

School classes and the Heifer Project. 

 4th Sunday we collect food and monetary donations for 

the food pantry. 

 Box Tops: Collected and donated to Eden Central 

Schools. 

 Charity Miles: Do you have a smart phone?  Do you 

walk, run, or bike as part of your fitness program?  There 

is a free app "Charity Miles" you can download to your 

phone and turn on before you workout.  There are over 

30 charities to choose from and you can even pick a     

different one every time.  When you finish your workout 

you stop the  running app and a donation is made to your 

charity by a sponsor.  Check it out, every mile matters! 

SUNDAY WORSHIP —11 AM  

We are worshiping and sending glory to God every Sunday with Communion on the first Sunday of the month.  

KIDS CORNER 

Kids Corner is a place for our kids to Stay in Church now so they can Be the Church in the future. 
Typically we have children age 4 to 11 but anyone, any age, is welcome to sit with us, play quietly, 
listen to the worship service and participate in a related craft. 



 

 

Orders for Rada cutlery will be taken after church.  Last day is Sunday, November 3rd.  You can 

order out of the book any items you may want and even mixes such as soups, appetizer 

spreads, and pies.  This is a great time to think about Christmas gifts for your friends and    

family.  Frankly why not throw out that paring knife that's always dull that you own and buy 

yourself a new sharp knife.  These are quality knives at low prices.  Plus proceeds go to the 

United Methodist Women for mission work.  Any questions see Carol Brodie. 

 

THE UNSHAKABLES  

By Pastor Jim Hankey 

Wednesday’s 7pm—8:30pm 

Room 2 

UMW Reading Program – the New Books for 2019-2020 are here! 

United Methodist Women recommends a diverse range of books with the intention of broadening exposure to a 

variety of concepts.  The Reading Program does not intend that readers accept each word or idea contained within 

each book. Try to read a book or two from each of the five categories plus the Response Magazine.  The Reading 

Program is open to all. 

When Others Shuddered: Eight Women Who Refused to Give Up  Jamie Janosz  EFM 

Women United for Change:  150 Years in Mission   Ellen Blue   LD + counts for two categories 

Heartbeat of a Mother:  Encouragement for the Lifelong Journey  Jane Rubietta  NFC 

How the Woman at the Well Became the Well Woman   Donna Rhoades  NFC 

Midnight Teacher:  Lilly Ann Granderson and Her Secret School  Janet Halfmann  SA 

Raising World Changers in a Changing World  Kristen Wech  SG 

The new books plus the books from last year are on the top of the bookcase in the room off the Narthex.  Books 

from the previous years but still in the current program are on the shelf organized by category.  Older books are 

on a bookshelf in the Memorial Room.  

To check out a book, just sign it out on the clipboard at the bookcase. 

EFM: Education for Mission, LD: Leadership Development, NFC: Nurturing for Community, 
SA: Social Action, SG: Spiritual Growth 
 
Dawn Zopp 



Election Day Dinner is almost here! On Tuesday, November 5th we will be serving from 
4:30 until 7:00.  Help is needed in all areas: baking pies, setting up, serving, washing dishes, and 
don’t forget clean-up!  Sign up, call the office, or just show up! We need you! 

 

The 2019-2020 UMW Program Book is ready. Please pick one up from the Welcome 
Center in the Narthex. Look for the yellow covers!  

Thank you to all who helped with or attended the District UMW Annual Meeting. Hosting 
this meeting is a huge endeavor, and I would especially like to thank Carol Lewis, Michelle Wilson, 
Michelle Munro and Mike Forster. Also thank you to those who decorated and handed out treats 
to the 180 kids (!) during Trunk or Treat. We had 18 decorated vehicles.  

 

Our first “Second Sunday Soup Sales” for the season will be December 8th after worship.  We 
will be selling quart jars of homemade soup; take-out only.   

 

The UMW event for December is the Community Christmas program which will be Sunday, 
December 8th at 3:00 at Immaculate Conception Catholic Church. Children’s choir, bells and Senior 
Choir will be performing.  Cookies and helpers will be needed for the refreshments after. Talk to    
Nancy Golba if you can help. Offering goes to the Eden-North Collins Food Pantry. 

 

CIRCLES:  New Life Circle – Nov 11 at the church at 7PM for a sewing project. 
        Friendship Circle – Nov 25 at the church at 12 noon to decorate the Sanctuary. 

World Thank Offering will be collected this month. Give of your blessings to support missions around 
the world. 

 

At the District level, Network of Leaders is coming up on Saturday, November 9th at Hope 
UMC in West Seneca. There is a sign-up sheet on the Opportunity Board in the Narthex.  

 

Are you on Face Book? We have a new Face Book page to share information about our 
programs: “Eden NY United Methodist Women.”  Please join us! 

     

Joy and Peace, 
       Cathy Jeffers 

Children’s Christmas Play 
Saturday, December 21, 2019 

   Kids of all ages are invited to join the cast of this year’s Christmas pageant. We will be practicing dur-
ing LiFT class on Sundays. Dress rehearsal will be on Saturday morning, December 21 at 10:00.  All are in-
vited to come and share in the Christmas fellowship on Saturday, December 21 at 6:00 PM 

For more information please talk to Mrs. Jeffers (947-5440 or email 
Cathymjeffers@gmail.com) 

Children’s Choir 

Our Sunday School kids will sing with the children from ICC and St Paul’s at the Community Christmas 

Celebration on Sunday, December 8 at 3:00 at the Catholic church. We are practicing the song, “Star 

Light” during Sunday School.  We will reprise the song at the Family Service on Christmas Eve. 

    



 

 
 

Questions & Answers  

Frequently Asked Questions about Stephen Ministry 

Why the name Stephen? 

 In Acts 6, Stephen was chosen to provide caring ministry to those in need.  Since the 
time of the Apostles, caring ministry has been considered a hallmark of the Christian Faith 
Community. 

What are Stephen Ministers? 

 Stephen Ministers are laypeople trained to provide one-to-one, Christ-centered care. 
They have a compassionate heart for those who are hurting, and they are equipped with caring 
ministry skills by their congregation’s Stephen Leaders.  A Stephen Minister typically has one 
care receiver at a time and meets with that person approximately once a week to listen, care, 
pray, encourage and offer emotional and spiritual support. 

What are Stephen Leaders? 

 Stephen Leaders are the pastors, other church staff members, and lay leaders who are 
equipped to direct Stephen Ministry in their congregation.  Stephen Leaders have gifts and 
skills in areas such as leadership, teaching, and organizing people, along with a heart for caring 
ministry. 

In what types of situations do Stephen Ministers provide care? 

 Stephen Ministers provide care to individuals facing difficult times in life—grief, cancer, 
divorce, financial difficulties, hospitalization, chronic illness, job loss, disability, loneliness, a 
spiritual crisis, or other life struggles. 

How does Stephen Ministry benefit pastors? 

 Stephen Ministry supports pastors by deepening, expanding and extending the caregiv-
ing capacity of their congregations.  A team of Stephen Ministers, together with a pastor, can 
provide ongoing care for more people than the pastor could provide alone. This also frees pas-
tors to invest more time in other important ministry areas. 

 

If you are interested and want to learn more about the Stephen 
Ministry Program at Eden United Methodist Church please see 
Pastor Kate Nicol, Kevin Karstedt or Diana Graovac.  





 

 

 

 

 

Loving Laura Project 
Churches In Action has partnered with The Loving Laura   
Project, a memorial   honoring the life of Laura Cummings 
who was a victim of domestic violence and child abuse. The 
Loving Laura Project is comprised of two aspects: the     
placement of a memorial headstone marking Laura’s final 
resting place located at Holy Spirit Cemetery in North Collins, 
NY (July 2016) and the placement of an Angel of Hope statue 
in Forest Lawn Cemetery in Buffalo, NY (December 6, 2018). 
Churches In Action has contributed: financial support,         
encouragement and assisted in finding a permanent home 
for the Angel of Hope at Forest Lawn Cemetery. Angel of 
Hope and the children it represents will be celebrated every        
December 6th at Forest Lawn Cemetery. 
 

 

Christmas in the Country 
A great fundraiser for our projects is at Christmas in the Country craft 
show. Volunteers take a few hour shift selling shopping  bags to 
those attending  the craft show. 
 

VOLUNTEERS STILL NEEDED 
NOVEMBER 7th - 10th 

It is that time of year!  We need to secure volunteers for our annual Christmas in the Country 
fundraising effort. 

 
Churches in Action will be selling shopping bags at the Christmas in the Country Artisan Fair in 

Hamburg NY November 7th - 10th. 
 

Proceeds of this event will support CIA’s future mission projects. 
 





 

Sun, 11/3—Worship/Communion/All Saints Day 11am’ 

Tue, 11/5– Election Day Dinner 

Thur, 11/7—Charge Conference 6:30pm 

Nov 7—10 –Christmas in the Country 

Mon, 11/11—Veteran’s Day 

Mon, 11/11—New Life Circle Meeting—7pm 

Tue, 11/12—Trustee Meeting 7pm 

Tue. 11/12– Stephen Minister Supervision 3-5pm 

Tue. 11/12—Church Council Meeting 7pm 

Tue. 11/12—SPRC 7pm 

Thur, 11/14—Bible Study @ Four Corners 7:00am 

Wed, 11/20—Eden Respite—Tailgate 

Wed, 11/21—Worship Meeting 

Sun, 11/24– Consecration Sunday Luncheon 

Mon, 11/25—Circle Meeting 12 Noon 

Thur. 11/28—Happy Thanksgiving! 

Sat, 11/30—Hanging of the Greens 10am 

 

 

 

SUNDAY BIBLE SCHOOL—9:30 AM 

SUNDAY WORSHIP—11 AM 

SUNDAY BELLS PRACTICE—12PM 

MONDAY BIBLE STUDY—9:30 AM 

TUESDAY EDEN CHORALE—7PM 

WEDNESDAY -DULCIMERS 10-11:30AM 

WEDNESDAY UNSHAKABLES—7PM-8:30PM 

FRIDAY DULCIMERS—10AM-12PM 

SATURDAY ZUMBA—9AM-10AM 

M-W-F EXERCISE—9:45AM-10:45AM  

 

See inside this newsletter, weekly bulletin or information 

posted in the Narthex for more information. 

Thur, 12/6/19—Loving Laura Vigil  

Sat. 12/7/19—Town of Eden Christmas Tree Lighting 

Sun, 12/8/19—Second Sunday Soup Sale 

Sun, 12/8/19—Community Christmas Children’s Choir 

Sat, 12/21/19—Children’s Christmas Play 

Sun, 12/22/19—Blue Christmas Worship 

Tue, 12/24/19—Christmas Eve Worship 

Wed, 12/25/19—Merry Christmas 

 

 

Poinsettia Sale Coming Soon! 

 


