
DECEMBER 2019 

The Red Flame Messenger 

Dear Eden UMC, 

November and December are very busy times of the year. We finished our first ever Consecration Sunday program.  I am a 

firm believer that we learn as we go, so I knew as we rolled out this new program, we’d probably learn a few lessons, and 

we did. We’ll adjust how we communicate about Consecration Sunday to hopefully reduce the confusion that we             

experienced this year. We also learned that our congregation gives generously. We have amazing cooks/Chefs, and           

decorators, and when we commit to do somethings new, we can. 

With that in mind the Church Council has been exploring a process to restructure our church committees. The basic          

proposal is to reduce our committee structure to four. In the October Newsletter I wrote about what those new committees 

might look like. The Church Council has continued to explore what these committees should be and as we have talked, 

we’ve adjusted the proposal, but what remains is the desire to reduce our structure to four committees.  Please continue to 

hold this idea in    prayer, as we seek to create more opportunities for our Church to be in ministry, create more functional 

lines of  communication and partner with God for the Building of God’s Kingdom. 

Remember we can do new things, but we need to allow ourselves room to learn as we go. 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Kate 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

The season of Advent is here. As we decorate our homes for the  season may we also prepare our hearts for the   

coming of Christ. It is so easy to become overwhelmed and absorbed into secular     Christmas events, but as the Body 

of Christ let us remember that Advent is a season of preparation, and prayer, where we seek to reacquaint ourselves 

with God.  

I offer this prayer as a guide for you in your prayer time this season: 

Most Merciful God, in this season of preparation, where we celebrate the message of God incarnate, and your    

promised return, may our hearts be open to receive the Holy Spirit in new ways. As the  hustle and bustle of secular 

Christmas creates even more noise, gently call us to spend time with you. Help us to keep watch, to be alert for op-

portunities to grow in our relationship with you and to serve you through acts of love and mercy. We ask this through 

him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

May God’s love always flow through you as you grow in His grace, 

Pastor Kate 



Emmanuel – God with Us 
 

It’s almost time for the annual visit of Santa 
Clause to good children everywhere. 
 
I really like the Christmas season and the       
opportunities and challenges that it brings.  
With Christmas we are afforded the           
opportunity to venture forth in a usually   
futile search for the ‘perfect’ dead fir tree.  
We are all once again challenged to            
desperately find the ‘absolutely perfect’ gift 
for moms and dads (both regular and grand), 
sons and daughters (again not only regular 
or grand but depending upon seniority, great
-grand as well, and brothers and sisters, uncles, aunts and cousins, plus sundry other deserving recipients 
of presents from us at this particular time of year.  I generally leave this mind-numbing, often thankless 
task to my bride who is the designated shopper in our family. I do however, somewhat reluctantly, serve as 
the official gift choice consultant at large.  Every year when the designated shopper approaches me with a 
selected gift in hand and solicits my opinion on her choice my fallback response is to once again suggest 
that the gift of money always works.  A gift of money is always the right color, right size, and orally          
admitted or not, almost always fits into the category of - ‘it’s just what I wanted’.  When it comes to giving 
money at Christmas, how it is presented can be important, especially if looking for a desired response.  
 
One Christmas, a mother decided she was no longer going to remind her kids to send thank-you notes.   
 

Consequently, the kids’ grandmother never received any thanks for the Christmas checks she sent to the 
kids. 
 

The very next Christmas, all the kids stopped by in person to thank their grandmother for the checks. 
 

When asked by a friend what caused this change in behavior, the grandmother replied, 
 

“Simple.  This year I didn’t sign the checks.”  
 
Merry Christmas to all and thanks be to God for the greatest gift anyone can receive at this or any time of 
year: 
 

THIS CHRISTMAS MAY YOUR 
GREATEST PRESENT BE 

THE PRESENCE IN YOUR LIFE OF 
THE LIVING CHRIST. 

 
     

   Blessings, Pastor Jim 
     



Mission Statement 

The Eden United Methodist Church defines its mission: 

 “To make disciples of Jesus Christ through worship, witness, study, service and fellowship.” 

Our Vision 

“Offering life-changing grace, hope, healing and hospitality to all.” 

REV. KATE’S OFFICE HOURS 
Monday-Thursday 

Sabbath taken Fridays 
 

By appointment—please call the church (992-4211) 

THOSE WHO SERVE IN DECEMBER 

Reader 

Dec. 1  Doris Hadley 

Dec. 8  Nancy Golba 

Dec. 15 Dawn Hill 

Dec. 22 Nicole Maggs 

Dec. 24 Cathy J. / Gloria N. 

Dec. 29 Liza Gutierrez 

Greeters 

Dec. 1  Frank & Carol Shattuck  

Dec. 8  Joan Staby 

Dec. 15 Verna Elling 

Dec. 19 Diana G. / Verna E. 

Dec. 22 Church Member 

Dec. 24 Diana & George Graovac 

Dec. 29 Phil Quinn 

Pianist           David Gawronski 

Organist Michelle Munro 

Nursery 

Dec. 1  Linda Hock  

Dec. 8  Laura & Julie LeBaron 

Dec. 15 Verna Elling & Alijah 

Dec. 22 Peg Heath 

Dec. 29 Diana Graovac 

Acolyte 

Dec. 1  Alijah Wiliams  

Dec. 8  Garrett Smith 

Dec. 15 Connor Johnson 

Dec. 22 Alijah Williams 

Dec. 24 Alyssa J. / Mitchell S. 

Dec. 29 Garrett Smith 

Ways to Give 

 All can/bottle donations support the Missions Fund, 

make it a point to bring your donations to church with 

you once a month. 

 The church is rewarded when you drop off your gently 

used clothing to The Clothing Shed.  

 2nd Sunday we collect loose change for the Sunday 

School classes and the Heifer Project. 

 4th Sunday we collect food and monetary donations for 

the food pantry. 

 Box Tops: Collected and donated to Eden Central 

Schools. 

 Charity Miles: Do you have a smart phone?  Do you 

walk, run, or bike as part of your fitness program?  There 

is a free app "Charity Miles" you can download to your 

phone and turn on before you workout.  There are over 

30 charities to choose from and you can even pick a     

different one every time.  When you finish your workout 

you stop the  running app and a donation is made to your 

charity by a sponsor.  Check it out, every mile matters! 

SUNDAY WORSHIP —11 AM  

We are worshiping and sending glory to God every     

Sunday with Communion on the first Sunday of the month.  



Christmas Poinsettia Flowers by 12/8/19 

$8.00  

Order sheet is in the Narthex. 

UMW Reading Program – the New Books for 2019-2020 are here! 

United Methodist Women recommends a diverse range of books with the intention of broadening exposure to a 

variety of concepts.  The Reading Program does not intend that readers accept each word or idea contained within 

each book. Try to read a book or two from each of the five categories plus the Response Magazine.  The Reading 

Program is open to all. 

When Others Shuddered: Eight Women Who Refused to Give Up  Jamie Janosz  EFM 

Women United for Change:  150 Years in Mission   Ellen Blue   LD + counts for two categories 

Heartbeat of a Mother:  Encouragement for the Lifelong Journey  Jane Rubietta  NFC 

How the Woman at the Well Became the Well Woman   Donna Rhoades  NFC 

Midnight Teacher:  Lilly Ann Granderson and Her Secret School  Janet Halfmann  SA 

Raising World Changers in a Changing World  Kristen Wech  SG 

The new books plus the books from last year are on the top of the bookcase in the room off the Narthex.  Books 

from the previous years but still in the current program are on the shelf organized by category.  Older books are 

on a bookshelf in the Memorial Room.  

To check out a book, just sign it out on the clipboard at the bookcase. 

EFM: Education for Mission, LD: Leadership Development, NFC: Nurturing for Community, 
SA: Social Action, SG: Spiritual Growth 
 
Dawn Zopp 

Salvation Army 

 Red Kettle Drive 

We need 24 volunteers to ring bells  

at Shurfine or Braymillers  

Wednesday, December 4th – Saturday, December 7th. 

See the sign- up sheet in the Narthex  



“Get Back in Your Box!” 
      A Christmas Play 

Please join us on Sat. Dec 21
st 

for a family friendly Christmas celebration!   Find out how the toys 
discover the real reason for the season in a play “Get Back in Your Box” – starring children of our 
church. Dress rehearsal will be at 10:00am on Saturday morning. Families are asked to arrive at 
6:30pm for costuming, with the play starting at 7:00pm. The play will be in the sanctuary this year. 
Following the play we will have cookies and cocoa in the Narthex with a visit by Santa! 

Questions? Email me at:   cathymjeffers@gmail.com 

       

 

 

 

Children’s Choir 

Our children will sing with the children from ICC and St Paul’s at the Community Christmas Celebration on 

Sunday, December 8th at Immaculate Conception Church.  I would like the kids to arrive at 2:30 so we can run 

through the song “Star Light” with the whole group. We will also sing the same song on Christmas Eve at the 

family service.                                            ~  Cathy Jeffers 

THANK YOU TO ALL WHO HELPED WITH THE ELECTION DAY DINNER!  Special thanks to Linda Hock 
and her crew! Everything was delicious! We served about 360 dinners (combined dine in and take out.) 
 

Thank you to Friendship Circle for decorating the Sanctuary for Advent and for providing Advent Wreath kits to 
our church families. 
 

I hope everyone joins us for the Community Christmas Service on December 8
th

 at 3:00 PM at the Catholic 
Church. Area church choirs including the combined children’s choir will be singing. Offering and donations of 
canned goods will go to our local Food Pantry. 
 

Calling all bakers! Cookies are needed!  We need cookies for the Community Christmas Service, and New Life 
Circle will be putting together cookie boxes for the Food Pantry on Monday, Dec. 16th. Cookies can be dropped off  
in the church office or kitchen.  If you want your container back, please label it! New Life Circle welcomes helpers 
to put the boxes together Monday night at 7:00 in the kitchen. 
 

Our “Second Sunday Soup Sales” start back on December 8th after worship.  We will be selling quart containers 
of homemade soup for take-out only.  We will be selling homemade soup again on Jan.12, Feb 9, and March 8. The 
proceeds from these sales are part of our UMW budget. 
 

We have a new Face Book page to share information about our programs: “Eden NY United Methodist 
Women.”  The next board meeting will be January 6, 2019 at 7:00pm.   
 
        Joy and Peace, 
        Cathy Jeffers 
Looking Ahead: 
Dec. 8   3:00pm Community Christmas Service at Immaculate Conception 
Dec. 8  12:00pm Second Sunday Soup Sales 
Feb.  23 11:00am  UMW Sunday with World Day of Prayer 

mailto:cathymjeffers@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

 

Loving Laura Project 
Churches In Action has partnered with The Loving 
Laura   Project, a memorial   honoring the life of 
Laura Cummings who was a victim of domestic  
violence and child abuse. The Loving Laura     
Project is comprised of two aspects: the           
placement of a memorial headstone marking 
Laura’s final resting place located at Holy Spirit 
Cemetery in North Collins, NY (July 2016) and the 
placement of an Angel of Hope statue in Forest 
Lawn Cemetery in Buffalo, NY (December 6, 
2018). Churches In Action has contributed:         
financial support and assisted in finding a          
permanent home for the Angel of Hope at Forest 
Lawn Cemetery. Angel of Hope and the children it     
represents will be celebrated every December 6th 
at Forest Lawn Cemetery. 
 

 

 DID YOU KNOW 

We only have 14 Niches available in our Columbarium?  
You can reserve one now for future use.   

 

The cost is $750 per Niche.   

Payment terms are available.   

 

Act now to ensure you or a loved one will have a resting 
place in our Church when the time comes. 

 

For information contact Robin in the Church office. 





 

Traditional Christmas Eve  

Services will be Tuesday, December 24th 

 at 7pm and 10pm 

Blue Christmas Service 

(Longest Night)  
 

Thursday, December 19th at 
7:30pm 

This is a service for those in the community who 

are grieving and struggling to experience the joy 

of this season.   

Please join us! All are welcome 

 

Stephen Ministers are the After People.  They are ready to come alongside 
you—or your friends, neighbors, coworkers, or relatives—and provide 
comfort and support for as long after as needed.  If you’d like more         
information or would like to speak with a Stephen Minister, please      
contact Diana Graovac, Kevin Karstedt, or Pastor Kate Nicol. 



New Life Circle needs cookie donations for 125 cookie boxes for the boxes 
of food they give to the less fortune during the Holiday Season.  We need 
them to be in the Kitchen by 7:00 PM Dec. 16th.  Thanks, Debbie Longbine        

Ecumenical Christmas Cookie Sign-Up Sheet will be in the Narthex.  We need 10 
dozen cookies for the Community Christmas Celebration on Sunday, December 8th.  

COOKIES!  COOKIES!   COOKIES!   

55 SHOEBOXES! ! !   
THANK YOU to all who donated in any way to Operation Christmas Child this 
year!  Eden UMC passed along our blessings and we were able to reach 8 more 
children than last year, for a total of 55. PRAISE GOD! Stay tuned for an update 
in coming weeks about which countries our boxes traveled to this year...  

DECEMBER 2019 

Fri, 12/6/19—Loving Laura Vigil  

Sat. 12/7/19—Town of Eden Christmas Tree Lighting 

Sun, 12/8/19—Second Sunday Soup Sale 

Sun, 12/8/19—Community Christmas Children’s Choir 

Thur, 12/19/19—Blue Christmas Worship 

Sat, 12/21/19—Children’s Christmas Play 

Tue, 12/24/19—Christmas Eve Worship 

Wed, 12/25/19—Merry Christmas! 

Wed, 1/1/20—Happy New Year! 

 

 

 

SUNDAY BIBLE SCHOOL—9:30 AM 

SUNDAY CHOIR PRACTICE—10:30 AM 

SUNDAY WORSHIP—11 AM 

SUNDAY BELLS PRACTICE—12PM 

MONDAY BIBLE STUDY—9:30 AM 

TUESDAY EDEN CHORALE—7PM 

WEDNESDAY -DULCIMERS 10-11:30AM 

WEDNESDAY UNSHAKABLES—7PM-8:30PM 

FRIDAY DULCIMERS—10AM-12PM 

SATURDAY ZUMBA—9AM-10AM 

M-W-F EXERCISE—9:45AM-10:45AM  

 


