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Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
As the leaders of the Upper New York delegation to General Conference 2019, we write with 
heavy hearts concerning the pain and anguish that our beloved Church is experiencing at this 
time. We have witnessed the division and disunity among those who are Christ followers, 
members of the same UMC family, yet who disagree about the future direction of the church. 
It is hard to experience the struggle of a church engaged in intense conflict. We want to 
strongly emphasize our deep love and commitment to all our LGBTQ+ siblings in the faith. 
You are precious in the sight of God and of us. You are loved, respected, and welcome. 
We also strongly affirm the intentional relationship building and love exhibited by the          
delegates from Upper New York. Everyone, no matter what their position, went out of their 
way to treat their fellow delegates with respect and grace. Yes, we were passionate. Yes, we 
cared deeply about our various beliefs. Yes, we challenged each other in meaningful and re-
flective conversations. And in the midst of all that, we cared enough to tell each other that we 
loved each other, that we desired good for each other, and that we wanted relationships with 
everyone. 
Upper New York was well represented by our delegates. We prepared thoroughly by reading 
the important material sent to us several months ahead of time. We listened carefully to       
multiple opinions shared with us in person as well as via emails, letters, phone calls, texts, 
etc. In Saint Louis, we worked hard to attend every worship service, every discussion, and 
every vote. We shared our thoughts and reflections on social media. Two of us attended      
additional meetings to prepare (if elected) to lead the legislative committee on Monday. Five 
of us spoke from the floor (possibly more than any other delegation). All of us prayed for wis-
dom and guidance from God. 
We cannot thank you enough for all the prayers offered on our behalf and on behalf of the 
whole church. We truly appreciate your gracious actions and encouraging words. We will     
offer a report to Annual Conference that will incorporate more voices from our delegation. 
We are available to any who wish to share their thoughts and reflections. We were privileged 
to represent Upper New York at an historic gathering of the United Methodist Church. We 
were proud to be there on your behalf. We acted with integrity and honesty. We love God and 
we love you all. 
Blessings, 
Rev. Dr. Bill Allen – Head of Delegation 
Greg Forrester – Assistant Head of Delegation 



Mission Statement 

The Eden United Methodist Church defines its mission: 

 “To make disciples of Jesus Christ through worship, witness, study, service and fellowship.” 

Our Vision 

“Offering life-changing grace, hope, healing and hospitality to all.” 

REV. KATE’S OFFICE HOURS 
Monday-Thursday 

Sabbath taken Fridays 
 

By appointment—please call the church (992-4211) 

THOSE WHO SERVE IN FEBRUARY 

Reader 

March 3  Peg Heath 

March 10  Colleen Driscoll 

March 17  Chickie O’Toole 

March 24  Tim Schnaufer 

March 31  Mitch Schnaufer 

 

Greeters 

March 3 The Schreiner Family 

March 10 Debbie Longbine &  

  Donna Wittmeyer 

March 17 Wally O’Connor 

March 24 Linda Hock 

March 31 Kelly and Al Carias 

 

Nursery 

March 3 An Adult and Helper 

March 10 An Adult and Helper 

March 17 An Adult and Helper 

March 24 An Adult and Helper 

March 31 An Adult and Helper 

 

Acolyte 

March 10  Zander Myers 

March 17  Alyssa Johnson 

March 24  Garrett Smith 

March 31  Connor Johnson 

 

Ways to Give 

 All can/bottle donations support the Missions Fund, 

make it a point to bring your donations to church with 

you once a month. 

 The church is rewarded when you drop off your gently 

used clothing to The Clothing Shed.  

 Do you have travel sized personal care items? We collect 

these and make donations to       Central City Café. 

 2nd Sunday we collect loose change for the Sunday 

School classes and the Heifer Project. 

 4th Sunday we collect food and monetary donations for 

the food pantry. 

 Box Tops: Collected and donated to Eden Central 

Schools. 

 Charity Miles: Do you have a smart phone?  Do you 

walk, run, or bike as part of your fitness program?  There 

is a free app "Charity Miles" you can download to your 

phone and turn on before you workout.  There are over 

30 charities to choose from and you can even pick a     

different one every time.  When you finish your workout 

you stop the  running app and a donation is made to your 

charity by a sponsor.  Check it out, every mile matters! 

 

Stay warm and cuddle up with some 
books this winter.  Check out the 
wonderful assortment of fantastic 
books in the UMW Reading               
Program.  You'll find them in them in 
the Memorial Room.  Sign one out 
today 
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Sharing God’s Bounty 

March 

“A young man dressed in a white robe . . . said, 

‘You are looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who 

was crucified. He has risen! He is not here. See 

the place where they laid him. But go, tell his 

disciples and Peter . . .’ ” (Mark 16:5-7). 

“Trembling and bewildered, the women went 

out and fled from the tomb. They said nothing 

to anyone, because they were afraid”  (Mark 

16:8). 

Who wouldn’t tremble and be afraid! You go to 

anoint a body to prepare it for a proper burial, but 

the body is missing. Then some ethereal creature 

tells you the body isn’t there because it is no 

longer dead but alive. Who could take it in? 

“Don’t be alarmed” the man in white said.  Yeah, right!   

Yet, looking back, perhaps the women remembered the thousands he had fed with only two fish and 

five loaves of bread (Matthew 14:15-21). Maybe they thought again about the raising of Lazarus from 

the dead (John 11:38-44). After all, he was the one who had stilled the raging sea (Mark 4:35-41). 

Somewhere, sometime, that trembling and bewilderment turned to joy and faith, for they did go tell 

his disciples and Peter (Matthew 28:8). And Jesus met them and greeted them, and they worshipped 

him. “Then Jesus said to them, ‘Do not be afraid. Go and tell My brothers  . . .’ ” (Matthew 28:9-10). 

Jesus’ last command is the same as this one: Don’t be afraid. Go and tell. We can understand the 

fear of the women at the empty tomb. What are we afraid of? Trouble? Or hardship? Persecution? Or 

famine? Nakedness? Or danger? Or sword? There is no fear in these things! “No, in all these things we 

are more than conquerors through him who loved us” (Romans 8:35, 37). We have the benefit of histo-

ry. The women at the tomb couldn’t fathom the outcome, but we have God’s Word that assures us of 

our victory in Christ. We have his promise, “And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the 

age” (Matthew 28:20). So don’t be afraid!  Go and tell!   

Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 

 

 

Ask yourself: Do you ever find time for the work of God? There is a wide choice of things 

which you can do for God and neighbor, in and through your church community - if you have 

the good will. With goodwill you also will find the necessary time for such projects, even 

though you may have to cut and pare in other directions.  



Welcome Spring!  March through May are busy months at Eden UMC. There are many opportunities to get 

involved in your church for both mission work and fellowship. 
 

THANK YOU to all who participated in UMW Sunday with World Day of Prayer on Feb. 24th.  A special thank 
you to Michelle Wilson for the lovely display on the alter. Congratulations to our Special Mission Recognitions 
pin recipients: Nancy Parsons and Nicole Maggs. 
 

Our last Sunday Soup Sale for the season is on Sunday, March 10th.  This time we will also have some pies to 
sell.  Proceeds from the sale support UMW programs such as the Reading Program, Mother’s Day breakfast, 
camperships and VBS. 
 

On Monday, April 8th at 7:00 PM Friendship Circle is hosting our speaker series with a talk about Climate Jus-
tice given by District UMW president Karen Wehn. All are invited to attend this important and timely topic. 
(Refreshments will be served!) 
  

New Life Circle is sponsoring our annual Wendel’s Chicken Barbecue on Sunday, April 28th. 
Plan to pick up your dinner right after church. Proceeds benefit our church general fund. 
 

The Spring Rummage Sale will be here before you know it! Nicole Moll will again chair this event, and she will 
need lots of help!  My “Trash to Treasure Lenten Challenge” is spurring me to fill up that bag: 40 days: 40 items. 
Clothing, shoes, household goods, furniture, dishes, toys, games are all needed for the May sale. 
 

The UMW Reading Program has some terrific books for you to enjoy. So pop into the Memorial Room and sign 
out a book to read on a rainy evening! 
 

At the District level we have three events coming up.  
       Saturday, March 16  – Gift Day  9:30-noon at  Grand Island Trinity UMC. This is an opportunity to provide 
tangible “gifts” to local ministries.  There is a list of the items to donate in this newsletter and on the Opportunity 
Board in the Narthex. Also, there is a sign-up sheet on the Opportunity Board. All are welcome to come and 
learn more about these mission projects.  
  Saturday, April 13 – Communion Breakfast and Memorial service  9:30-noon.  Metropolitan UMC in 
Buffalo. There is a sign-up sheet on the Opportunity Board in the church lobby. UMW covers the registration fee, 
but I need names by April 7th. Thanks! 

Saturday, May 4 – Day Apart  Batavia First UMC. More info to come. 
 

We invite all women to participate in our UMW meetings and programs. Please come and bring a friend. Our next 
UMW Board Meeting is Monday, March 4th at 7:00 in the church library. We will be planning Mother’s Day 
Breakfast and Spring events.  

Joy and Peace, Cathy Jeffers 
 

  Calling all Campers! 

It is not too early or too late to start thinking about summer camp!  

The camp brochures are here and can be found on the welcome counter. Camp Asbury has 

some short (Sun. through Wed.) programs: July 21 – 24 for ages 7-9 and 10-12, and  Aug 4 - 7 for 

ages 13 - 18. Casowasco has a full schedule of camps; Kara and Abraham attended last year and 

had a great time. See the brochure for more information or go online: campsandretreats.org, asburyuny.org or 

casowasco.org. Sign up by May 1st for the early bird discount. 

Eden UMW offers camperships to help defray the cost of camp. The amount of the campership will depend on 

how many campers sign up. Please fill out a campership form (bright green; in the kiosk by the office) after you 

register for camp and return it to Cathy Jeffers or the church office.   





Another level of caring coming to EUMC through Stephen Ministry 

By now you may have heard about Stephen Ministry and that a      

Stephen Ministry program is coming to our church. Started at a      

Lutheran church in St. Louis in the mid 70s Stephen Ministry has 

spread to 1000s of churches of over 170 denominations all over the 

world. In short Stephen Ministers provide a Christ based confidential 

listening platform to help those in our church and community work 

through life trials. These life trials can include loss of a job, loss of a 

loved one, illness, divorce, recovery and working through life’s      

challenges and much more. Stephen Ministers are not counselors, 

they are trained listeners and offer an ear and prayerful support for 

people in need, they are an extension of pastoral care not a            

replacement for it. 

“Stephen Ministers are laypeople trained to provide one-to-one Christ-centered care. They have a            

compassionate heart for those who are hurting, and they’ve been equipped with caring ministry skills by 

their congregation’s Stephen Leaders. A Stephen Minister typically has one care receiver at a time and 

meets with that person once a week to listen, care, pray, encourage, and offer emotional and spiritual       

support.” 

Source: www.stehenministries.org 

Through the support of Stephen Leaders at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church Diana Graovac and I have gone 

through the 50-hour training to be a Stephen Minister and have begun to provide “care giving” to members 

of our congregation. There are another 6 members of our congregation now going through St. Paul’s       

program with their commissioning happening in April. We are so grateful to Pastor Lutz, Sue Hoover and the 

rest of the Stephen Leaders at St. Paul’s for offering this opportunity to us and to fostering our entry into 

the Stephen Ministry family. The next stage of our growth will be to have some of our members go through 

an intense Stephen Leadership Training that will allow us to train our own Stephen Ministers and continue 

to build our EUMC program.  

Through the next few months you will be hearing more about Stephen Ministry and our growing program at 

EUMC. We invite you to ask questions and learn about how this program can help those in need in our 

church and community. At this point in time reach out to Pastor Kate and Pastor Jim as well as Diana and 

myself to learn more about the program or to inquire about how someone can get the support of a Stephen 

Minister and to find out how to become a Stephen Minister. 

“Bear one another’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ” (Galatians 6:2, NRSV). 

Yours in Christ, 

Diana Graovac and Kevin Karstedt 

 

 



Scholarship Applications Available 
If you are an active member of Eden United Methodist Church and plan to attend college in the fall, you can 
apply for a Rev. & Mrs. Louis Teague Memorial Scholarship.   
The Teague Scholarship Fund was established in 1997 in memory of Rev. Louis Teague who was pastor here at 
EUMC from 1964 to 1976. Over the years, 47 scholarships have been granted. 
Scholarships are an ideal way of recognizing and thanking our youth for the contributions they have made to 
our church and encouraging them as they go out into the world. 
     Laura Forster, Chair, Scholarship Committee 

Student Application Guidelines: 
Applications may be picked up at the church office starting February 1. 
Applications may be submitted at the church office up until noon on the last Friday in April. 
Scholarship Committee will review all applications in May 2018. 
Presentation will be during church on Graduation Sunday in June. 
Award will be made directly to the college at the time tuition is due. 
Awards must be given to an active member of the Eden United Methodist Church. 
Awards will be made only to students attending college full time. 
Students receiving full scholarships form the college they will be attending or other sources will       
required to inform the Scholarship Committee in writing and forfeit the scholarship. 

 

EDEN UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
Rev & Mrs. Louis Teague Memorial Scholarship 

Application Guidelines 

The Teague Scholarship Fund was established in 1997 in memory of Rev. Louis Teague who was      
pastor here at EUMC from 1964 to 1976.  

Student Application Guidelines: 
Applications may be picked up at the church office starting February 1. 
Applications may be submitted at the church office up until noon on the last Friday in April. 
Scholarship Committee will review all applications in May 2018. 
Presentation will be during church on Graduation Sunday in June. 
Award will be made directly to the college at the time tuition is due. 
Awards must be given to an active member of the Eden United Methodist Church.           

Preference for awards will be given to children or descendants of Eden United           
Methodist Church families who were members between 1964 and 1976 and to children 

of current pastors. 
Awards will be made only to students attending college full 
time. 
Students receiving full scholarships from the college they will 
be attending or other sources will be required to inform the 
Scholarship Committee in writing and forfeit the scholarship. 



3/10 Girl Scout Sunday-Still coordinating, but there will be Girl Scouts here selling        
cookies after worship. Also…..Soup and pie sale for 2nd Sunday Soup. 

  

4/7 Commissioning of our new Steven Ministers during worship 

A CHURCH FAMILY 
 

1John 4:7 The Living Bible 
“Dear friends, let us practice loving each other, for love comes from God and those who 
are loving and kind show they are children of God, and that they are getting to know him 

better.”   
 

As you all know I recently sustained a serious injury to my head and legs from a fall on a 
little ice. 
Even though the pain is leaving slowly and the healing is taking a lot of time, I have been 
able to experience God’s blessings of great sunshine through all of you. 
Your prayers, cards , the wonderful soup, help, the phone calls, and the visits            
demonstrates the greatness of the Eden United Methodist Church’s family of faith. 
I thank God for each one of you and your kindness. 
May God bless you all. (as I am sure he does) 
Thank you all from the bottom of my heart. 
In Christ, Phil 

Do you want to be part of something meaningful? 

Become a Lockport CARES volunteer 

Lockport CARES is anticipating reopening the 192 shelter in May 2019. But, 

in order to do this CARES needs a minimum of 50 new or returning             

volunteers. Training is available and ongoing in services and updates are 

provided to keep you informed of the operations in the shelter. You can 

help with direct care shifts where there is a minimum of 2 trained volunteers on shift. Shifts include: 7-9 am    

daily if you are available to stay until 10 am to help with household tasks that will help. Cares is closed to guests 

9am until 4 pm, during this time if you like to clean let us know. We open for guests again at 4PM there is a 4-7 

PM shift available, which is a busy shift with dinner, prepared by meal ministry volunteers, delivered hot and 

ready to serve. Pre-screened admissions arrive and are processed into shelter. We like to have 3 volunteers on 

4-7 PM shift. The 7-11 PM shift includes “Snack and Share” devotional featuring God’s Love for All nightly. Vol-

unteers talk with the guests about their days events and continue any household tasks. The overnight 11-7 shift 

is usually staffed by paid employees, but a volunteer to fill in when needed would be great. There are other vol-

unteer opportunities such as maintenance helpers, helping with flower beds, mowing, meal ministry partners, 

donation sorting, office helpers and a big need for Cleaners. 

You can get an application at lockportcares.org or call 438-2273 for more information. 


