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  Eden United Methodist Church 

The Red Flame Messenger 

Dear Church, 
 
As many of you know, my husband David Nicol was a delegate for the New England Annual 
Conference to the Special Called session of General Conference this past February. What      
follows are some of his thoughts on the experience. 
 
I think it is important to set the stage—General Conference is not a camp meeting, but a   
complex, international legislative gathering with the purpose of helping the entire United 
Methodist Church function. However, there are times of rich worship, networking, and at most General        
Conferences a wide variety of groups advocating for various things within the life of The United Methodist 
Church. Bishops preside (without vote), delegates debate and vote on petitions submitted from various church 
groups, and committees (both standing committees and legislative committees) meet to process legislation. 
The primary result of General Conference is our Book of Discipline.  
St. Louis was not cold, by northeastern US standards, but far from warm, though most days we were in town 
were dry. A United Methodist General Conference is always accompanied by frantic, ancillary activity. Beyond 
legislative sessions, worship services, and presentations that make up the General Conference itself, various 
groups and organizations host events designed to bring together delegates for presentations, information, and 
strategy. While we hope and pray that General Conference (much like our Annual Conference and                   
Jurisdictional Conference sessions) is a place where delegates gather to discern the will of God for The United 
Methodist Church, the process is very much political, and discernment occurs within delegation meetings 
(where thoughts and opinions are shared), caucus group gatherings, and other events.  
Within the United Methodist world, various groups have organized to advocate for a variety of priorities        
related to church life, from social action, racial and ethnic concerns, charismatic renewal, liturgical renewal, 
doctrinal positions, rural life, and sexuality. During regular sessions, a delegate could attend meetings with 
presentations or booths with information from groups as diverse as the United Methodist Rural Advocates, 
Reconciling Ministries Network (and advocacy group working for LGBTQ+ inclusion), the Order of Saint Luke (a 
group focused on liturgical renewal, particularly sacraments), Good News (an evangelical advocacy group),    
various seminaries, publishers, or even United Methodist related financial and insurance institutions. Most of 
these groups were conspicuously absent. The United Methodist seminaries were a notable exception, and    
several hosted meetings for graduates and current students to network (I took the opportunity to connect 
with fellow Boston University graduates and students currently studying polity—and had the opportunity to sit 
with the current pastor of the church that voted on my certified candidacy. In one of the miracles of United 
Methodism, I had taught his first Lay Servant Ministry class and served on DCOM when he was approved as a 
Certified Candidate and for a Local Pastor’s License).  
The particular call of this General Conference session, to find a way forward through our 47 year                      
denominational impasse regarding effective ministry with those in the LGBTQ+ community, meant the focus 
was much narrower, and the atmosphere more constrained. The Love Your Neighbor coalition (a group of    
progressive advocacy groups) organized meetings, the Uniting Methodists (a self-described “centrist” group 
advocating for the One Church Plan) hosted free lunches, worship services, and conversations, and the           
Renewal and Reform coalition (including Good News and several other groups advocating for the Traditional 



plan) hosted free breakfasts and legislative consultation each morning. Each coalition, and sometimes          
advocacy groups within them handed out information and other lobbying materials during the morning rush 
to get through security and into the morning session of General Conference. 
Over the last several months, I have written about General Conference and presented further information 
about the legislation before the Special Session. Since that time, Bishop Mark Webb has released a video with 
his thoughts, and the Upper New York Annual Conference has hosted a multi-site conversation about the    
Special Session. What we know is that the basic, official denominational position regarding human sexuality 
and LGBTQ+ rights and rites has not changed. The Special Session passed the Traditional Plan, as well as two 
petitions related to pension liabilities for churches changing their relationship with Annual Conferences and 
clergy leaving relationship with The UMC, as well as an exit petition related to local churches. All petitions will 
be reviewed by the Judicial Council (the UMC equivalent of a “supreme court”) for constitutionality at its April 
meeting. Based on preliminary advisory findings of the Judicial Council, some of the petitions will become 
part of our Discipline effective January 1, 2020, while others will likely be ruled unconstitutional. 
The Special Session did not change the language in the Social Principles that claims, rightly, all persons are of 
sacred worth and created in the image of God. Likewise, it did not remove the encouragement for              
congregations to be in ministry to all persons or the call not to reject or condemn lesbian and gay members. 
The special session maintained prohibitions on the ordination and appointment of “self-avowed practicing 
homosexuals” as clergy, as well as the use of UMC property for same-sex weddings or officiating at such     
weddings by UMC clergy, while maintaining both as chargeable offenses. In addition, the General Conference 
did amend a footnote further defining what constitutes evidence of being a “self-avowed, practicing            
homosexual” for clergy, and set minimum penalties for clergy who are charged with and found to have        
celebrated same-sex weddings.  
On one level, little has changed, but on another level much has changed as a result of St. Louis. As Bishop 
Webb said during the conversation about the special session on March 17, it is hard to maintain that our 
attempted denominational unity is based on a common understanding of doctrine, discipline, or mission. 
United Methodists of various theological perspectives use the same language to talk about Christian faith and 
practice, but often mean different (and sometimes mutually exclusive) things by that language. This is nothing 
new, of course. The United Methodist Church has been a “big tent” denomination since before it formation, 
but this General Conference has highlighted (for me and others) the degree to which our common language 
has contributed to mutual misunderstanding.  
To some degree, using the same Christian words to mean different things is likely true in many (most)         
congregations, but in my experience those differences are less dramatic than at the global level. While our 
impasse is around sexuality, we are not of one mind regarding a much wider array of theological matters, how 
to order the life of Christian communities, or what it means to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the           
transformation of the world. In the long run, these are matters we need to address both locally and globally. 
While I do not believe we need uniformity to be Church together (either in Eden or as The UMC), we need 
sufficient commonality to work together toward common goals without constantly struggling against one     
another, and we need to be able to communicate with one another without our language leading to             
misunderstanding. 
 
I agree with David’s assessment. We do need to find common language. We will continue to explore unity of 
Doctrine, Discipline, and Mission as Bishop Webb suggested on March 17. There will be more opportunities in 
the future for us to explore what it means for us to be the Church together in Eden. 
 
Grace and Peace, 
Pastor Kate 

 



Mission Statement 

The Eden United Methodist Church defines its mission: 

 “To make disciples of Jesus Christ through worship, witness, study, service and fellowship.” 

Our Vision 

“Offering life-changing grace, hope, healing and hospitality to all.” 

REV. KATE’S OFFICE HOURS 
Monday-Thursday 

Sabbath taken Fridays 
 

By appointment—please call the church (992-4211) 

THOSE WHO SERVE IN APRIL 

Reader 

April 7           Joan Staby 

April 14 Donna Wittmeyer 

April 21 Nancy Sheffer 

April 28 Michelle Wilson 

 

Greeters 

April 7 Stephen Ministers 

April 14 Elizabeth and Clay Moden 

April 21 Dawn and Peter Zopp  

April 28 Kevin & Lucinda Karstedt 

 

Nursery 

April 7 Church Members 

April 14 Church Members 

April 21 Church Members 

April 28 Church Members 

 

Acolyte 

April 7 Mitchel Schnaufer 

April 14 Garrett Smith 

April 21 Aiden Johnson 

April 28 Alyssa Johnson 

Ways to Give 

 All can/bottle donations support the Missions Fund, 

make it a point to bring your donations to church with 

you once a month. 

 The church is rewarded when you drop off your gently 

used clothing to The Clothing Shed.  

 2nd Sunday we collect loose change for the Sunday 

School classes and the Heifer Project. 

 4th Sunday we collect food and monetary donations for 

the food pantry. 

 Box Tops: Collected and donated to Eden Central 

Schools. 

 Charity Miles: Do you have a smart phone?  Do you 

walk, run, or bike as part of your fitness program?  There 

is a free app "Charity Miles" you can download to your 

phone and turn on before you workout.  There are over 

30 charities to choose from and you can even pick a     

different one every time.  When you finish your workout 

you stop the  running app and a donation is made to your 

charity by a sponsor.  Check it out, every mile matters! 

Food Pantry collection for March was $61 
and food donations throughout the month, 

thank you to those who helped out! See 
you next month! 

Food pantry collection is the 4th Sunday of 
every month. 
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Sharing God’s Bounty 

April 

Whom Are You Looking At? 

The disciples were thrilled. They had 

their Lord back in their presence once 

again. Since his Resurrection, he had 

appeared to them and others several 

times.  They were still a little           

confused, though, when he talked 

about “waiting for the gift his Father 

promised” (Acts 1:5), and, then, “He 

was taken up before their very eyes, 

and a cloud hid him from their 

sight” (Acts 1:9). 

You can imagine their bewilderment. 

He had died and been buried and then 

had risen from the dead! He had 

walked among them and taught them 

again, and now . . . He is taken up into 

the clouds. No wonder they stood 

there – probably with mouths agape – 

looking into the sky where they had last seen him. 

It took “two men dressed in white” (Acts 1:10) to bring them back to their senses. “ ‘Men of Galilee,’ ” 

they said, ‘why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into 

Heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go into Heaven’ ” (Acts 1:11). 

Back they went to Jerusalem. Their eyes were no longer on the clouds, but they were still looking at      

Jesus.  They waited. They prayed. They chose another disciple. And they waited some more – all the while 

looking at Jesus.  

Whom are you looking at? Yes, Jesus has ascended. We can only imagine his joyful, triumphant return 

as all the hosts of Heaven welcomed back the risen, victorious Savior. Because he is that Savior, because he 

is the Author and perfecter of our faith, “let us fix our eyes on Jesus” (Hebrews 12:2). Through his Word 

and Sacraments, he will lead us in his ways; he will teach us obedience and self-sacrifice; he will teach us 

love for our neighbors. With joyful and generous hearts, we celebrate the new life that Easter brings us by 

sharing the message of the Cross and the Empty Tomb with all who will listen. Keep looking at Jesus until 

in Heaven you see him face to face! 

 

Stewardship is not about large giving, but gifts in small ways. A child’s gift, although small, 

gives glory to the Lord in many ways. Stewardship does not have to be in monetary ways. A 

gift of time to an elderly shut-in serves the Lord, too, A gift of a loaf of bread to a homeless 

family could mean the difference between going to bed hungry or going to bed satisfied.  



 

Welcome Spring!  April and May are busy months at Eden UMC. There are many              

opportunities to get involved in your church for both mission work and fellowship. 
 

On Monday, April 8th at 7:00 PM Friendship Circle is hosting our speaker series with a talk 
about Climate Justice given by District UMW president Karen Wehn. All are invited to attend 
this important and timely topic. (Refreshments will be served!) 
 

New Life Circle is sponsoring our annual Wendel’s Chicken Barbecue on Sunday, April 28th.  
Plan to pick up your dinner right after church. Proceeds benefit our church general fund. If you 
are baking brownies for us, THANK YOU! And please bring them to the church kitchen by 10:00 
AM on Saturday, April 27th. 
 

May 12 – Mother’s Day Breakfast for all. Sponsored by UMW and Sunday School. Breakfast 
will be at 9:30. All are invited.  Mark your calendar now! 
 

The Spring Rummage Sale will be here before you know it! Nicole Moll will again chair this 
event, and she will need lots of help!  Clothing, shoes, household goods, furniture, dishes, toys, 
games are all needed for the May 18th sale. 
 
 

At the District level we have two events coming up.  
Saturday, April 13 – Communion Breakfast and Memorial service  9:30-noon.                 

Metropolitan UMC in Buffalo. There is a sign-up sheet on the Opportunity Board in the church 
lobby. UMW covers the registration fee, but I need names by April 7th. Thanks! 

Saturday, May 4 – Day Apart  Batavia First UMC. Health and Wellness retreat. See the flyer 
on the Opportunity Board.  Choose 2 workshops. Lunch is included. There will be a sign up sheet. 
 
We invite all women to participate in our UMW meetings and programs. Please come and bring a 
friend.  

Joy and Peace, Cathy Jeffers 
 

  Calling all Campers! 

It is not too early or too late to start thinking about summer camp!  

The camp brochures are here and can be found on the welcome counter. Camp Asbury has 

some short (Sun. through Wed.) programs: July 21 – 24 for ages 7-9 and 10-12, and  Aug 4 - 7 for 

ages 13 - 18. Casowasco has a full schedule of camps; Kara and Abraham attended last year and 

had a great time. See the brochure for more information or go online: campsandretreats.org, asburyuny.org or 

casowasco.org. Sign up by May 1st for the early bird discount. 

Eden UMW offers camperships to help defray the cost of camp. The amount of the campership will depend on 

how many campers sign up. Please fill out a campership form (bright green; in the kiosk by the office) after you 

register for camp and return it to Cathy Jeffers or the church office.   



The Care That’s Needed 

Everyone faces periods of crisis, transition, or difficulty.  During these times, a caring relationship with someone who 

will faithfully listen, empathize, pray with and for them, and encourage them with Christ’s love and care can be a    

tremendous benefit. 

Talk with a Stephen Minister to learn more about this ministry.  

A Commissioning Service of six new Stephen Ministers from Eden UMC will take place during our Worship Service on 

Sunday April 7th.   Pastor Kate, Pastor Jim, Beth Campbell, Nancy Golba, Brenda Schreiner and Joan Staby will be 

commissioned along with Mary Logan from St. Paul’s Lutheran Church. 

We are grateful to Sue Hoover and Carolyn Liljequist, Stephen Leaders at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, for the training 

and support they have given us as we embark on the Stephen Ministry program here at Eden United Methodist 

Church. 

The Curse ended by Christ 

 But Christ has brought us out from under the doom of that impossible system by     

taking the curse for our wrong doing upon himself. For it is written in the scripture 

“anyone who is hanged on a tree is cursed.”   Galatians 3:13 The Living Bible 

“The man who finds life will find it through trusting God “ 

 

 Lord, You ask that we live by Your commandments (the written law). 

Help me Lord, to find the faith and the trust in You, that my life may honor You as I    

follow Your commandment. As I learn to trust You, may I also gain greater                    

understanding of the sacrifice Jesus made on the cross.   AMEN! 



Scholarship Applications Available 
If you are an active member of Eden United Methodist Church and plan to attend college in the fall, you can 
apply for a Rev. & Mrs. Louis Teague Memorial Scholarship.   
The Teague Scholarship Fund was established in 1997 in memory of Rev. Louis Teague who was pastor here at 
EUMC from 1964 to 1976. Over the years, 47 scholarships have been granted. 
Scholarships are an ideal way of recognizing and thanking our youth for the contributions they have made to 
our church and encouraging them as they go out into the world. 
     Laura Forster, Chair, Scholarship Committee 

Student Application Guidelines: 
Applications may be picked up at the church office starting February 1. 
Applications may be submitted at the church office up until noon on the last Friday in April. 
Scholarship Committee will review all applications in May 2018. 
Presentation will be during church on Graduation Sunday in June. 
Award will be made directly to the college at the time tuition is due. 
Awards must be given to an active member of the Eden United Methodist Church. 
Awards will be made only to students attending college full time. 
Students receiving full scholarships form the college they will be attending or other sources will       
required to inform the Scholarship Committee in writing and forfeit the scholarship. 

 

EDEN UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
Rev & Mrs. Louis Teague Memorial Scholarship 

Application Guidelines 

The Teague Scholarship Fund was established in 1997 in memory of Rev. Louis Teague who was      
pastor here at EUMC from 1964 to 1976.  

Student Application Guidelines: 
Applications may be picked up at the church office starting February 1. 
Applications may be submitted at the church office up until noon on the last Friday in April. 
Scholarship Committee will review all applications in May 2018. 
Presentation will be during church on Graduation Sunday in June. 
Award will be made directly to the college at the time tuition is due. 
Awards must be given to an active member of the Eden United Methodist Church.           

Preference for awards will be given to children or descendants of Eden United           
Methodist Church families who were members between 1964 and 1976 and to children 

of current pastors. 
Awards will be made only to students attending college full 
time. 
Students receiving full scholarships from the college they will 
be attending or other sources will be required to inform the 
Scholarship Committee in writing and forfeit the scholarship. 





Upcoming Events    

CIA Fundraiser/ Social 

Thursday, April 4th 7-10pm 

Butera’s – Main St. Hamburg 

 

Community Concert 

Sunday, May 5th 2-3:30pm 

Windom Community Church 

 

Work Weekend 

Friday & Saturday 

May 17th & 18th from 9-3pm 

St. Luke’s Mission of Mercy 

 

Undies Sundays 

Collecting donations  

throughout September 

 

Christmas in the Country 

November 7th - 10th 

Hamburg Fairgrounds 

 

Christmas Caroling 

December 

More information TBD 

 

Other projects still in the works… 

 

Provide Bibles for Functional Literacy Ministry Graduates 

 

Bread of Life’s Cherry Pickers- a new kind of mission work opportunity 

 

Trip to Haiti- Tom and Judy Schaner and Howard Rich will be traveling to Haiti to check on our existing water stations.  

 

For updated information check out our new website at Churchesinaction.com or our Facebook page- Churches in Action.  

As always, feel free to contact Russell Rich at  716-912-3200 or goat2rich@verizon.net 

A Simple Way to Serve 



Bakers and Buyers Needed! -  The Mission Team is       

sponsoring a Bake Sale on April 14th (Palm Sunday) right 

after church.  Monies earned will go to buy Bibles for   

Haiti through CIA (Churches in Action), which we are 

members of.  So if you’re a baker we would appreciate 

your making  something yummy for us to sell.  If you are 

an eater of all things homemade we would appreciate 

you buying those yummy items.  We  thank you for all the 

support in helping others get bibles so that they can read and learn Gods Word.  Lives are changed 

and hope is given through the Word. 

April 4th at 6pm Fund Raiser for CIA.  There is a fund raiser for Churches in Action at Buteras, on 

Main Street Hamburg.  Entrance to the event is $20.  Pizza will be served and a cash bar is available.  

Come hear what's going on with CIA this year. All are welcome and remember…. 100% of money    

donated goes back into Projects.  No administrative overhead because all work is donated by       

faithful volunteers.   

 

                                                                                                      

CIA Work Weekend  

One of our biggest events takes place at a local       

mission every May. We have volunteers of all skill    

levels come out to help rehab the missions facilities 

so they can continue to serve. Our volunteers          

typically paint, garden, clean, repair electrical/ 

plumbing issues, dry wall, siding of houses and so 

much more. 2018’s project took place at Jericho Road 

's Vive La Casa and our 2019 project will take place at 

St. Luke’s Mission of Mercy. 



Senior choir has a new practice time! Sundays at 10am. Do you like to sing? Why don’t you join the 

gang for a practice and see if its something you could lend your talents to???? 

Sunday School:  We are still collecting coins for the Heifer Project on         

Second Sundays. The March collection totaled $77.55.  That pocket change 

really adds up!  

Thank you to the scouts for painting the walls in rooms 5 and 6.  It looks 

great!  Peg Heath is looking at new kid size tables for the same rooms.  

On Palm Sunday we encourage all kids to join the procession into church 

with banners and palm branches and maybe donkeys! Meet in the Narthex after Sunday School and before church 

service begins to line up and get your banner or palm frond. 

We will not have Sunday School on Easter due to the 10:00 Easter Service. There will be special activities including 

an egg hunt for the kids during Junior Church. 





Donations for  

brownies needed!!!!! 

Please drop off by 10 

AM on 4/27/19 in the 

church kitchen. 

No nuts please 



St. Mary’s School for the Deaf 

S.T.E.A.M. Craft and Vendor 

Show 
Join us for a fun day of shopping. Meet local vendors, finish your 

Mothers’ Day shopping, and support the students of St. Mary’s 

School for the Deaf.  

Proceeds from the show benefit the SMSD S.T.E.A.M. trip to       

Boston, Massachusetts. 

When: May 4th, 2018, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Where: St. Mary’s School for the Deaf Gymnasium 

Don’t miss this amazing event!  

 More than 50 local craft and vendors with something for everyone.  

 Shopping make you hungry? Grab a bite to eat from one of the food 

trucks.  

 Check us out on Facebook. Search “St. Mary’s School for the Deaf STEAM 

Craft/Vendor Show” for more information.  

Shopping make 

you hungry? Grab 

a bite with one the 

three food trucks!!     


