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 ‘I’M LISTENING’ 
 

An Old Testament Scripture passage offered by the Lectionary a few weeks ago was from the book of 1 Kings. A 
point made in the words of this passage was that God’s voice was not found in a clap of thunder or in a violent, 
rushing wind or even in the clamor of an earthquake, but instead could be found as a gentle whisper in the      
quiet aftermath that followed.  A theme I got from this passage was that of the of the art of ‘listening’.  And 
make no mistake about it, proper ‘listening’ is clearly an art form.  As some of you know I am into quotes. And I 
can assure you that there are about at least a bazillion quotes on how to listen properly. For example, you have 
probably all heard the statement - “Everyone loves a good listener”.  And my personal observation seems to 
confirm that to be a true statement. But consider this quote I found by Stephen R. Covey: “Most people do not 
listen with the intent to understand; they listen with the intent to reply.” Once again, my personal experience 
seems to sadly attest to the accuracy of Mr. Covey’s observation.  One of many quotes of someone named 
‘Anonymous’ reads,  
“Learn to listen. Opportunity sometimes knocks very softly.”  Yet another quote of Anonymous says, “The qui-
eter you become, the more you can hear.”  
 
Permit me to share this brief story of one Tim Hansel:     
 

‘WHAT TO LISTEN FOR’ 
 

     An Indian was in downtown New York, walking along with his friend, who lived in New York City.  Suddenly 
he said, “I hear a cricket.”   
     “Oh, you’re crazy,” his friend replied.   
     “No, I hear a cricket. I do! I’m sure of it.” 
     “It’s the noon hour.  You know there are people bustling around, cars honking, taxis squealing, noises from 
the city. I’m sure you can’t hear it.” 
     “I’m sure I do.”  He listened attentively and then walked to the corner, across the street, and looked all 
around.  Finally, on the other corner he found a shrub in a large cement planter.  He dug beneath the leaf and 
found a cricket. 
     His friend was duly astounded.  But the Indian said, “No, my ears are no different from yours.  It simply       
depends on what you are listening to.  Here, let me show you,” 
     He reached into his pocket and pulled out a handful of change – a few quarters, some dimes, nickels, and 
pennies.  And he dropped it on the concrete. 
     Every head within a block turned. 
     You see shat I mean?” the Indian said as he began picking up his coins.  “It all depends on what you are        
listening for.” 
 
“God gave us mouths that close and ears that don’t, that must tell us something.” 
Yet another quote by Mr. Anonymous. 
 

         Keep smiling,  Pastor Jim 
 



Mission Statement 

The Eden United Methodist Church defines its mission: 

 “To make disciples of Jesus Christ through worship, witness, study, service and fellowship.” 

Our Vision 

“Offering life-changing grace, hope, healing and hospitality to all.” 

REV. KATE’S OFFICE HOURS 
Monday-Thursday 

Sabbath taken Fridays 
 

By appointment—please call the church (992-4211) 

THOSE WHO SERVE IN JULY 

Reader 

July 7   Doris Hadley 

July 14  Lucinda Karstedt 

July 21  Nancy Golba 

July 28  Jim Munro 

Greeters 

July 7   Nancy Sheffer 

July 14  Sylvia Smith 

July 21   Parsons 

July 28   Peg Heath 

Special Music / Pianist 

July 7   OPEN 

July 14  Nancy Golba 

July 21  Beth Campbell 

July 28  Laura LaBaron 

Nursery 

July 7   Cathy Jeffers 

July 14  Church Member 

July 21  Carol Brodie 

July 28  Church Member 

Acolyte 

Off for the Summer 

Ways to Give 

 All can/bottle donations support the Missions Fund, 

make it a point to bring your donations to church with 

you once a month. 

 The church is rewarded when you drop off your gently 

used clothing to The Clothing Shed.  

 2nd Sunday we collect loose change for the Sunday 

School classes and the Heifer Project. 

 4th Sunday we collect food and monetary donations for 

the food pantry. 

 Box Tops: Collected and donated to Eden Central 

Schools. 

 Charity Miles: Do you have a smart phone?  Do you 

walk, run, or bike as part of your fitness program?  There 

is a free app "Charity Miles" you can download to your 

phone and turn on before you workout.  There are over 

30 charities to choose from and you can even pick a     

different one every time.  When you finish your workout 

you stop the  running app and a donation is made to your 

charity by a sponsor.  Check it out, every mile matters! 

SUMMER WORSHIP—10 AM 

Beginning July 7th, 2019 
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Sharing God’s Bounty 

July 

Giving a Cup of Cold Water 

During Jesus’ last three years on earth, he spent 

much time nourishing and teaching his disciples. 

Only when they were prepared to go out into the 

world to preach, teach, and heal did he send them. 

Leaving without provisions, the disciples were to-

tally dependent upon those whom the Lord would 

send them for their support. The disciples relied 

upon the power of the Gospel to move the hearts 

of their listeners who would willingly provide for 

their needs. They were to travel light and trust in 

the Lord. 

In Matthew 6:40-42 Jesus, referring to his disci-

ples, said, “He who receives you receives me, and he who receives me receives the one who sent me.  

Anyone who receives a prophet because he is a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward, and anyone 

who receives a righteous man because he is a righteous man will receive a righteous man’s reward.  

And if anyone gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones because he is my disciple, I tell 

you the truth, he will certainly not lose his reward.” Jesus told his disciples that whoever gives to you is 

also giving to him. Although support today doesn’t fund the work of the 12 original disciples, we assist 

the spreading of the Gospel by supporting today’s disciples and missionaries around the world. As we 

provide for church workers locally and abroad in the name of Jesus, we are serving the Lord himself. 

As we express our Christian faith through our giving and serving, God is pleased. God notices every 

act of compassion and kindness that we express. In the verse above, he refers to even the  simple gesture 

of giving a cup of cold water to a thirsty person. Through our faith, we are empowered to do acts of ser-

vice. When we act in response to the Lord and not for recognition, God will bless us. Having already 

been assured of salvation by God’s grace through faith, blessings such as peace, contentment, patience, 

and hope are added rewards.  

Only a small number of people make their living as full-time church workers, but we all are given 

the privilege and opportunity to be Christ’s ambassadors. May God bless us all as we work to further his 

kingdom. 

 

“You shall open your hands wide to your brother, and to your needy in the land.” (Deut. 15:11)  In 

addition to faith, add brotherly kindness, love, self-control, knowledge and goodness to create a 

recipe for stewardship. 

 

“But just as you excel in everything ... in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness and 

in your love for us ... see that you also excel in this grace of giving.” 2 Corinthians 8:7  



I am excited to announce that we are hosting TEA at the United Methodist House in Chautauqua In-
stitute on Tuesday, July 9. We have been asked to provide 20 dozen cookies, punch ingredients and a 
floral     arrangement. We need to arrive by 2 to set up for the tea which runs from 3:15 until 4:30. There 
is a    sign-up sheet on the Opportunity Board. 
 
Mission U will be held this year at Camp Asbury on July 25 - 27: Learning Together for the              
Transformation of the World.  UMW does have money set aside to help pay your way. Mission U is a 
wonderful opportunity for spiritual growth, fellowship, and learning more about missions. There are     
flyers on the Welcome Counter with more information.  
 

New Life Circle is tithing $135 from the Chicken Barbecue to UMCOR for flood buckets. The           

remaining proceeds $1,205.90 have been given to the church general fund.  Thanks again to all who 

helped with this fund raiser. 

As we enter the summer season, we need your input for programs for the coming year. Please come to 

the meeting or pass along any ideas to your circle chairperson or Cathy Jeffers before our planning 

meeting on July 8th. Also, circles, please give your information for your 2019-20 year (officers, meeting 

dates and programs) to Robin in the church office by August 1st for the coming year so she can put to-

gether the UMW program book. Please keep in mind that we are hosting the District Annual Meeting on 

Saturday, October 5th.  We will need your help greeting, ushering and serving lunch. 

Reading Program:  For those who are reading from the UMW library for the Reading Program, you have 

about six weeks to finish your book(s). We need to send in the names of participants in mid-August.  

You still have time to find an inspiring book for summer reading.  

        Peace and Joy, Cathy Jeffers 

Sunday, September 15th  

 We have chosen a date for the Crop 
Walk.  St Paul’s will not be joining us again 
this year because they do it during Sunday 
School.  The date is Sept 15th.  
Right after church.  There is a Bills game 
but it is away. If you have any objections or 
thoughts let me know by Wednesday next 
week so I can get supplies ordered and    
inform them of our date. Thanks.  



To Mars and Beyond:  
August 12 - 16, 2019 for kids ages 4 - 12 

Explore where God’s power can take you! Discover the wonders of God’s universe! Become Voyagers on a journey 
through space, exploring where God’s power can take us. Each day of VBS includes a Bible story, science activities, 
art projects, games, music and a snack.  

Register now! All children ages 4 – 12 are invited. You can use the registration form included in this newsletter, or 
there are some forms on the Welcome Table in the church narthex. Or register on line at  

www.cokesburyvbs.com/EdenNY  Registration is free. (We will take a daily of-
fering for our mission project.) 

 

A family challenge:  BUILD A ROBOT CONTEST! Work together and build your best 

robot (or rocketship or alien.) Bring it to church anytime between now and August 11. 
Creations will be used to decorate the church (and maybe the float.) 

 

We need Station Leaders and helpers of all kinds: Bible story actors, puppeteer, crafts, science, games, missions, 
AV, etc . Sign on now and join in an incredible week of adventure and growing in God’s love.  Check your calendar 
and think about how you can help.  There is a sign-up sheet on the Opportunity Board or talk to Cathy Jeffers.    

We will also have some summer work days to make signs and            decorations at church on weekday mornings. 
Let me know if you want to be on the work day list.  
cathymjeffers@gmail.com  

Look for our float in the Corn Festival Parade!   

We will have a Donation List soon for snack and craft supplies. Our 
theme is space so telescopes, rockets, robots, solar systems would 
make great decorating props. Right now we need large cardboard.  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

YOUTH GROUP OUTING 
SUNDAY, JULY 28th, 2019 at 6 pm 

Seneca Hawk Fun Center 

10863 Erie Rd, Irving NY  

 https://www.senecahawkny.com/fun-center  

Miniature Golf; Batting Cages; Go Carts;  Driving Range 

Parents & Youth welcome! 

http://www.cokesburyvbs.com/EdenNY
mailto:cathymjeffers@gmail.com
https://www.senecahawkny.com/fun-center


        August 12 – 16, 2019      
        VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL REGISTRATION FORM     

` 
Name: ___________________ _____________________  Age: _______ 
 
Address: ____________________________________ __________________   

           
 e-mail  __________________________________________________ 
 
Phone: ______________________ Emergency Phone: _____________________ 
 
Birth Date: ______________________ Grade Entering: ________ 
 
Allergies or Medications: _________________________________________________________ 
 
Home Church: _______________________________________________________________ 
____I give permission for my child’s photo and/or video to be published on the church website.              
 

Parent’s Signature: _________________________________________________________ 
 
Date: ____________________   We will attend Sunday celebration: _____ 
 

___ I would be able to help at V.B.S. with ___________________ 
Mon._____  Tues. ____  Wed. _____  Thurs._____  Fri._____  Sun. _____         

                   
__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ 
      

         August 12 – 16, 2019     
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL REGISTRATION FORM    

 
Name: ____ __________ ________________________  Age: _______ 
 
Address: ____________________________________________________________  
           

e-mail______________________________________________ 
 
Phone: _____________________ Emergency Phone: ______________________________ 
 
Birth Date: ___________________ Grade Entering: ___ _________________ 
 
Allergies or Medications: _________________________________________________________ 
 
Home Church: ________________________________________________ 
____I give permission for my child’s photo and/or video to be published on the church website.              
 
Parent’s Signature: _______________________________________________________ 
 
Date: ___________________   We will attend Sunday celebration: _________ 
 

______ I would be able to help at V.B.S. with ________________________________________ 
Mon._____  Tues. _____  Wed. _____  Thurs._____  Fri._____  Sun. _____                  



The 56th Annual Eden Corn Festival is set for August 1-4, 2019. Plans 
are underway for our Eden UMC food stand to prepare and serve its “tried and 
true” menu of BBQ rib dinners, pulled pork sandwiches, corn chowder, Italian    
sausage sandwiches, hamburgers, cheeseburgers, hot dogs and homemade pies.  
This is an all church project that needs everyone’s help to be successful. Working 
together as a team, the many and varied tasks of this major fundraising event can 
be accomplished. There are many hours of preparation, set up, work during the 
Corn Festival days and clean up! This project has been successful for many years 
due to the commitment of so many people who are involved. Let’s make 2019 a 
record year!  
 

Sign-up sheets for workers to staff our stand are located in the Narthex. Check 
your calendar and volunteer for the best time(s) for you, your family and your 
friends. Youth (age 12 and older) are needed for a variety of tasks.  We also need 
help with both the set up on the Monday before the Corn Festival (7/29) and tear 
down the Monday after (8/5).  If you can help, please be at the stand at 9 a.m. those 
days.  Sign up early to save someone from having to make a lot of calls. It’s a     
wonderful time of fun and fellowship (and a little work), and is also a great          
opportunity to get to know each other better.   Feel free to invite your friends, 
neighbors, and co-workers to join you on a shift. 
 

Homemade pie bakers are needed! Once again Carol Lewis will be coordinating 
the supply of homemade pies. Freezer space is available for fruit pies made ahead 
to be baked as needed. If you are unable to bake pies, but would like to make a      
donation towards ingredients, check with Carol to see what is needed.  
 

Thanks,  
Peter Zopp  
President, EUMC Men 

 



 

 

AMAZING GRACE 

 
"And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those 
who are the called according to His purpose. " 
Romans 8:28 NKJV 
  
PRAYER: Lord God, You have filled my heart with Your great sunshine, peace, love , 
and kindness. God, grant me your wisdom, that I may choose the path that leads to 
new life in you. Help me through the renewing work of your Holy Spirit that I may to 
share the message of your love with those I come in contact with, thereby making the 
world a much better place for all humankind. 

           

           In God's graces, Phil 

We need you! Please look at sheets in the Narthex for  

Summer sign-up: 

 -Summer special music 

 -Piano player 

 -Greeters 

 -Eden Corn Festival (set up, clean up, cashier, cook, kitchen, 

counter, cleaner, take down, floaters, etc.) 

 -Vacation Bible School (decorations, station leaders, float 

building) 


