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  Eden United Methodist Church 

The Red Flame Messenger 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

 

It’s my second August in Eden, NY, which means it’s the beginning of many seconds for me,    

including Corn Fest. This year went by quickly.  I’m pretty sure all the boxes are unpacked, 

though I still find myself wondering if we ever unpacked everything. I have begun to find my 

way around and am using the GPS less and less. Eden is beginning to feel like home. 

Home is a tricky thing when you move as much as Methodist Clergy do. Each time we leave a 

church and move to another we take bits and pieces of things we have learned in each place 

with us. We long for the way previous churches have done things and are grateful that the    

currents ones don’t do certain things. It’s a journey of fits and starts, and lots of adjusting. I 

want to thank you for helping me and my family adjust and settle into our new community. 

My hope for our second full year together is to continue our discussion around new mission   

opportunities for our church, and to build a vibrant small group ministry. I’ve said several times 

recently that there are many good ideas, but not enough time to do all of them. I continue to 

pray and seek God’s wisdom as to where I should spend my time, and I encourage you to do the 

same. We do our best when we are invested in the ministries and studies, we are part of, which 

does not mean they are always easy.  

As we continue this journey together my prayer is for all of us to grow in our understanding of 

what it means to be a Christian who walk the talk, to be an authentic reflection of God’s love at 

work in this world. I have heard several ideas for a transportation ministry for our shut ins, 

providing food for families in need within our community, and continued support for the      

ministries we already do such as Churches in Action. Keep the ideas flowing, so that we can find 

our way of partnering with God to build God’s Kingdom in this world, and the one to come. 

 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Kate 



Annual Upper New York Church Council Conference Report 

The annual business meeting for the conference was June 5th through June 8th in Syracuse.  I represented the Eden 

United Methodist Church as the laity delegate.  As a  conference body we: 

Supported the Conference Budget as presented. 

We supported 9 recommendations 

We supported 11 resolutions for church closures throughout the Upper NY conference. 

We supported 26 resolutions and petitions.  Of which two resolutions were deemed Out of Order by Bishop 

Webb.  They were both appealed and Bishop Webb had 30 days to respond.  His full response is posted on the 

Church Conference website:  http://www.unyumc.org/news/article/rule-of-law-documents-now-available 

Both appeals were denied. 

One resolution was not supported and two resolutions were withdrawn. 

In addition, we elected 5 clergy and 5 laity delegates to the General Conference in 2020.  We also voted 5 clergy and 5 

laity jurisdictional delegates to the Upper NY Conference and 2 alternates. 

We voted on three new trustees to the conference of which the vote results were still pending at the end of the     

conference. 

Peter Abdella was officially elected as Chancellor of the UNY Conference.  Bob Flask was officially elected as            

Conference Treasurer. 

There were many committee reports presented throughout the conference which are available on the conference 

website. 

Thursday, we had Rev. Dr. Vance Ross from Emory University lead two hour-long study sessions. 

There was a memorial service Thursday night to remember the lives of clergy, clergy spouses, and laity throughout the 

conference.  The conference closed Saturday with an Ordination service. 

Respectfully submitted by Lucinda Karstedt, EUMC Church Council Chair 

http://www.unyumc.org/news/article/rule-of-law-documents-now-available


Mission Statement 

The Eden United Methodist Church defines its mission: 

 “To make disciples of Jesus Christ through worship, witness, study, service and fellowship.” 

Our Vision 

“Offering life-changing grace, hope, healing and hospitality to all.” 

REV. KATE’S OFFICE HOURS 
Monday-Thursday 

Sabbath taken Fridays 
 

By appointment—please call the church (992-4211) 

THOSE WHO SERVE IN AUGUST 

Reader 

Aug. 4   Peg Heath  

Aug. 11  Donna Wittmeyer 

Aug. 18  VBS 

Aug. 25  Liza Gutierrez 

Greeters 

Aug. 4   Verna Elling 

Aug. 11  Chickie & Phil 

Aug. 18                     Chris McGill &  

                                  Nancy Sheffer 

Aug. 25  Donna Wittmeyer & 

                                  Deb Longbine 

Special Music 

Aug. 4   Joan Staby 

Aug. 11  Julia LeBaron 

Aug. 18  VBS  

Aug. 25  Donna & Nancy 

Pianist 

Aug. 4   Nancy Golba 

Aug. 11  Laura LeBaron 

Aug. 18  Nancy Golba 

Aug. 25  Nancy Sheffer 

Nursery 

Aug. 4   No Nursery 

Aug. 11  Diana Graovac 

Aug. 18  VBS 

Aug. 25  Church Member 

Acolyte 

Off for the Summer 

Ways to Give 

 All can/bottle donations support the Missions Fund, 

make it a point to bring your donations to church with 

you once a month. 

 The church is rewarded when you drop off your gently 

used clothing to The Clothing Shed.  

 2nd Sunday we collect loose change for the Sunday 

School classes and the Heifer Project. 

 4th Sunday we collect food and monetary donations for 

the food pantry. 

 Box Tops: Collected and donated to Eden Central 

Schools. 

 Charity Miles: Do you have a smart phone?  Do you 

walk, run, or bike as part of your fitness program?  There 

is a free app "Charity Miles" you can download to your 

phone and turn on before you workout.  There are over 

30 charities to choose from and you can even pick a     

different one every time.  When you finish your workout 

you stop the  running app and a donation is made to your 

charity by a sponsor.  Check it out, every mile matters! 

SUMMER WORSHIP—10 AM 

Check out the sign up sheets in the Narthex for September. 
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Sharing God’s Bounty 

August 

God Calls Us to be His Workers 

In spite of our foolish and sinful ways, God calls 
us to be his workers. Scripture tells us that Jesus 
did not pick people from society’s elite when he 
chose his workers. Jesus’ disciples were peasants, 
fishermen, and even a tax collector. Paul wrote, 
“Brothers, think of what you when you were 
called. Not many of you were wise by human 
standards; not many were influential; not many 
were of noble birth. But God chose the foolish 
things of the world to shame the wise; God chose 
the weak things of the world to shame the strong. 
God chose the lowly things of this world and the 
despised things . . .” (1 Corinthians 1:26-28). The 
majority of God’s work was done and continues to 
be done by the lowly and oppressed people. 

Certainly, God can use celebrities and very successful people in his work. However, we 
need to remember that, even though we may not have accomplished anything of worldly     
significance, broken any records, or won any awards, God can use and transform us into       
effective workers in his kingdom. “I can do everything through him who gives me 
strength” (Philippians 4:13). Society gives many accolades to those who succeed, but there is 
no greater honor or privilege than to be chosen as God’s vehicle to spread the Gospel. As John 
states in his Gospel, it is Jesus who does the choosing. “You did not choose me, but I chose 
you and appointed you to go and bear fruit” (John 15:16). 

So why does God elevate the foolish and the lowly to be his workers? A reason may be 
found in 1 Corinthians 1:29: “so that no one may boast before him.” It is only by God’s grace 
that we are saved, called, and equipped to be in his service. If we come into God’s work with 
impressive credentials, we risk taking the glory and credit for ourselves. God desires the weak 
and the lowly. As Paul said, “Therefore, I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, 
so that Christ’s power may rest on me. That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, 
in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am 
strong” (2 Corinthians 12:9-10). God uses ordinary people to do extra-ordinary things. Are you 
ready for duty? 

 

“Charge them to do good, to be rich in good works and generous, sharing what they 

have.” (1 Timothy 6:18) May Timothy’s letter move us to better see how we are using all 

that the Lord has entrusted to us; our income, our talents. This sense of stewardship will 

help us grow in faith and concern one for another. That’s what faith community is all 

about.” 

 



Thank you to all who baked cookies for the TEA at the United Methodist House in Chautauqua Institute on 
Tuesday, July 9. Diana, Bev, Carol and I had a wonderful time serving and visiting on the porch of the Methodist 
House. The treats were greatly appreciated. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Circles, please give your information for your 2019-20 year (officers, meeting dates and programs) to Robin in 

the church office by August 10th for the coming year so she can put together the UMW program book. Please 

keep in mind that we are hosting the District Annual Meeting on Saturday, October 5th.  We will need your help 

greeting, ushering and serving lunch. 

Reading Program:  For those who are reading from the UMW library for the Reading Program, you have about 

three weeks to finish your book(s). We need to send in the names of participants in mid-August.  You still have 

time to find an inspiring book for summer reading.   

        Peace and Joy, Cathy Jeffers 

 

 

Sunday, September 15th  

Put on your calendar that on September 15th we will be hosting the Crop Walk after church. We are going to 

need walkers, donators, and food for lunch after the walk.  We have donated hundreds of dollars over the past 

couple of years to world hunger and even our own Eden North Collins Food Pantry through this walk.  Any       

distance can be walked. A short route will be provided for those who don't think they can do the long one.      

Envelops for walkers will be available Sept 1st   For further information contact Carol Brodie or Brenda Schreiner.  

 

September is Undie Sundays -  We will be participating in CIA (Churches in Action) underwear drive 

the month of September.  So if you see any sales for clothing this month it might be a good time to buy.  We  

collect any men, women, teen, child and toddler undergarments and also socks.  Men sizes large and extra large 

are always needed.  Even long underwear! 

 



Vacation Bible School  - To  M a r s  a n d  B e y o n d !   

August 12 - 16, 2019  9:00 AM – 12 Noon 

Become Voyagers on a journey through space, exploring where God’s power can take us. Each day of VBS includes 
a Bible story, science activities, art projects, games, music and a snack.  

Register now! All children ages 4 – 12 are invited. You can use the registration form  included in this newsletter, or 
there are some forms on the Welcome Table in the church narthex, or register on line at 
www.cokesburyvbs.com/EdenNY            Registration is free. (We will take a daily offering for our mission 
project: UMCOR school kits.) 

 

A family challenge:  BUILD A ROBOT CONTEST! Work together and build your best robot (or rocketship or al-

ien.) Bring it to church anytime between now and August 11. Creations will be used to decorate the church (and 
maybe on the float if you get it to the church by Aug 2.) 

 

VBS Prep work days to make signs and decorations at church are on Monday, Wednesday and Friday      mornings 
at 10:00 until 12. Stop by if you can.  

Questions?  cathymjeffers@gmail.com  

Look for our float in the Corn Festival Parade!  Let me know if you or a child 
wants to ride the float. We will be handing out freeze pops and flying paper air-
planes with VBS info. 

Please check the Donation List for needed snack and craft supplies. Freeze pops 
for the parade are needed by 8/2. All other supplies are needed by 8/11. For 
crafts we need empty cereal boxes, and empty 2 liter bottles with caps.  Our 
theme is space so telescopes, rockets, robots, solar systems would make great 
decorating props. We will need help setting up after church on Sunday, August 
11. (Verna has an amazing set planned.) 

Please share with any family you know that has children ages 4 - 12. 

__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __  
   August 12 – 16, 2019     

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL REGISTRATION FORM    
 
Name: _________________________________ __________ ________________________  Age: _______ 
Address: ______________________________________________________________________________  
e-mail________________________________________________________________________________ 
Phone: _________________________________ Emergency Phone: ______________________________ 
Birth Date: ___________________ Grade Entering: ___ _________________ 
Allergies or Medications: ________________________________________________________________ 
Home Church: _________________________________________________________________________ 
____I give permission for my child’s photo and/or video to be published on the church website.              
 
Parent’s Signature: _________________________________________________ Date: ______________ 
 
We will attend Sunday celebration: _________ 
______ I would be able to help at V.B.S. with ________________________________________ 
Mon._____  Tues. _____  Wed. _____  Thurs._____  Fri._____  Sun. _____                  

http://www.cokesburyvbs.com/EdenNY
mailto:cathymjeffers@gmail.com


The Great Commission 
Matthew 28:18-20   NLT 
 

Jesus came and told his disciples,  
 

“I have been given all authority in heaven and on earth. Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations,     
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and the Son and the Holy Spirit.  Teach these new disciples to obey 
all the commands I have given you.  And be sure of this. I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” 
 

In this passage Jesus is apparently ‘commissioning’ his disciples (followers), ‘under all authority in heaven and 
earth’, to go and make disciples of all nations.  Now I consider myself a Christian follower of Jesus and so I 
assume He must be directing me and all who truly believe in the promise God gave us through Jesus, to      
actually go and make disciples of those who are not believers. He further tells us how to do this. ‘by baptism 
and teaching them to obey his commands.’  And then he assures us that he will always be with us. 
 

If I, as a follower of Jesus, am to have a role in the making of a disciple, I think I should at least be moderately 
aware of what the makeup of a disciple really is.  The New Illustrated Bible Dictionary defines a disciple as – a 
student, learner, or pupil. In the Bible the word is used most often to refer to a follower.  
 

According to the commission in Matthew cited above the making of a disciple begins with their baptism. I  
believe baptism is a sacrament performed typically by pastors or members of clergy. Does that mean then 
that if I am not a member of clergy that I am off the hook in responding to or the obligation of this Great 
Commission? 
 

Not so fast, pilgrim. If we look more closely at the passage it appears the real purpose and direction of the 
commission is, in fact, not simply to baptize, but to teach. But to teach what?  The passage clearly says – ‘to 
teach the commands God has given us.’  But the fact is, even though many of us are sometimes quick to say, 
‘I can’t teach’, we really can.  Maybe not with voice and words from a lesson plan, but whether we realize it 
or not we all teach by example.  The people we come in contact with every day recognize and are aware of 
our attitude and behavior in the manner we present ourselves and in the way we live our lives. If we really 
want to call ourselves Christian followers of Jesus then we should act like it, not just on Sunday but all the 
time. 
A timely quote:  “In all the world you are but one person but to one person you may very well be the whole 
world.” 
 

So our duty as disciples (followers) of Jesus as His hands and feet in exercising the Great Commission in the 
world today, is to teach people what it means to be a sincere Christian believer.  So, brothers and sisters, we 
have our marching orders. We need to be about our duties.  We need to share the Good News of Jesus.  And 
as a possible measurement as to how we are doing in this assignment, may I suggest consideration of the 
words of this poem by – Robert Browning. 
 

A BAG OF TOOLS 
Isn’t it strange that Princes and Kings, 

and clowns that caper in sawdust rings, 
and common people like you and me, 

ARE BUILDERS OF ETERNITY. 
Each is given a bag of tools, a shapeless mass, 

a book of rules, and each must make, 
‘ere life is flown – 

A ‘STUMBLING BLOCK’ or A ‘STEPPING STONE.’ 
 
Maybe something to think about?        Shalom,  Pastor Jim 



THE DEPTHS OF DARKNESS 

  

Do not conform to the pattern of the world, but be transformed by the         
renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's 
will is-his good , pleasing and perfect will. Romans 12:2 NIV 
  
Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this world, but be a new and         
different person with a fresh newness in all you do and think. Then you will 
learn from your own experience how his ways will really satisfy you. 
Romans 12:2 TLB 
  
PRAYER: Dear Lord our God, I have slipped and fallen into the depths of 
darkness. I have stopped seeing the wonderful light you share with and 
through your church. Please' Lord , stand me up again by filling my heart and 
soul with the pure joy of your light. So that your love, joy, and light might  
radiate through me and all those who love and trust you, that the world may 
be blessed by you through us. AMEN! 
  
IN CHRIST, PHIL 

Katie and the Langdon family are getting settled in their 

new home in Tennessee and they LOVE it there!  They 

don’t have internet connection yet, but they will soon.  

She is missing every member of her church family and 

would love to hear from you!   

Their new address is 181 County Rd 790, Etowah, TN 37331.    

Congratulations to Allison Campell & Robi Ferro on their marriage on August 2, 2019 


