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Dear Eden UMC,
It’s December. Typically, December would be filled with different events, from baking cookies, to Christmas Caroling,
Christmas pageants, and office and family gatherings. This is not a typical December. The COVID 19 pandemic has
changed so much about the way we are doing things, and the loss of one more special time of year to this pandemic is
probably hard to accept. So, what are we to do? We must think and respond creatively to a very unique set of
circumstances.
We can still sing Christmas carols and make cookies, we can gather with our families, we can even have a Christmas
pageant; it will just be different then we are used to. If you have not already become familiar with zoom, Facebook live,
or the church’s YouTube channel, I would recommend asking for help. We will be using these platforms for our gatherings
for the time being. Yes. It is different. So give yourself room to grieve the losses that continue to mount as a result of this
pandemic. I’ve advised more than one person to go outside and scream if you need to scream. We need to find healthy
ways to release the anxiety and tension, and constructive and helpful ways to remain connected to one another, as this
time of separation continues.
For the past two years I have offered a Blue Christmas service. It is a unique service for those who are feeling a sense of
loss during the Advent and Christmas season. I think we all need that service this year. It will be broadcast on December
20, at 7pm. Additionally, we will only broadcast one Christmas Eve service and it will begin at 7pm on Christmas Eve. For
both of these services I invite you to get your Advent wreath or five candles as we will use them during the service. There
will be more information coming about when we offer the Christmas pageant.
I never pictured a world in which I talk to you through a camera, but that is our current context. A typical prayer for the
season of Advent is “come, Lord Jesus, come.” I can think of no better prayer for this time. Come into our heart Lord
Jesus, Come into the world Lord Jesus, Come into your Church Lord Jesus, you are the prince of peace, our true King—set
us free from the fear and anxiety that binds us, that we may live in the hope of your return that leads to our redemption,
and the restoration of the created order. Come, Lord Jesus, Come. Amen.
Yours in Christ,

Pastor Kate

Mission Statement
The Eden United Methodist Church defines its mission: “To make disciples
of Jesus Christ through worship, witness, study, service and fellowship.”
Our Vision
“Offering life-changing grace, hope, healing and hospitality to all.”

The Office is Closed

You can reach us by emailing the office at edenumc1@gmail.com or by calling 992-4211.

SUNDAY WORSHIP at 11 AM
Join us for Live-streaming on our web site:
www.EdenNYUMC.org and click on FACEBOOK button
Or To listen in to Worship you can call in to Zoom at
1-646-558-8656 Meeting ID: 9029014778# Password: 376781#

DECEMBER VOLUNTEERS
Scripture Readers
Dec. 6

Lori Motak

Organist

Dec. 13

Laura Forster

Dec. 20

Phil Quinn

Dec. 24

(Christmas Eve—need
7 volunteers)

Dec. 27

_____________

Michelle Munro

Looking for some additional volunteers
that can record scripture readings, special
music or a testimony. We’d love to hear
from you! Please call the office more
details. Thank you!

Help Us Stay Connected!
Email us your pictures & special events
Share your testimony by video – “Why do you follow Jesus?”
Send us a music video of playing church appropriate music.
Would you like to do a recorded scripture reading?

This is a great way to give!
Did you know you can contribute on-line to EUMC?

https://www.edennyumc.org/online-giving.html
Or download the

Tithe.ly app and choose Eden UMC
Or give via

PayPal by going to the
EdenNYUMC.org web site and
click on the PayPal button.
If you have any questions, please call the office. If you are not tech savvy,
you can still mail in your contribution to the Church at
2820 E. Church St, Eden, NY 14057.

Other Ways to Give


Can & Bottles—All can/bottle donations support the Missions Fund, make it a point to bring
your donations to church with you once a month.



Clothing Shed—The church is rewarded when you drop off your gently used clothing to St.
Pauly’s Clothing Shed.



GLP Fund—The Church collects donations to help those with an emergency.



Blessing Box—We collect personal care items and cleaning products to distribute to those in
need.



2nd Sunday we collect loose change for the Sunday School classes and the Heifer Project.



4th Sunday we collect food and monetary donations for the Eden North Collins food pantry.



Box Tops- Collected and donated to Eden Central Schools.



Charity Miles-Do you have a smart phone? Do you walk, run, or bike as part of your fitness
program? There is a free app "Charity Miles" you can download to your phone and turn on before you workout. There are over 30 charities to choose from and you can even pick a different
one every time. When you finish your workout you stop the running app and a donation is
made to your charity by a sponsor. Check it out, every mile matters!

THANK YOU TO ALL WHO HELPED WITH THE ELECTION DAY DINNER! Special
thanks to Linda Hock and her crew! Everything was delicious! We sold out all 220 dinners. It was
different this year, with take out only, but the weather was beautiful and the drive-through worked
well.
Thank you to Friendship Circle for decorating the Sanctuary for Advent.
Calling all bakers! Cookies are needed! New Life Circle will be putting together cookie boxes
for the Food Pantry on Monday, Dec. 14th. Cookies can be dropped off in the church office or
kitchen. If you want your container back, please label it! New Life Circle will meet to put the
boxes together Monday night at 7:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall with gloves and masks.
Our “Second Sunday Soup Sales” start back on December 13th after worship. We will be selling
quart containers of homemade soup for drive up, take-out only under the church portico starting
at 12:15. We will be selling homemade soup again on Jan.10, Feb 14, and March 14. The
proceeds from these sales are part of our UMW budget. There will be an email with the flavors
of soup to order.
Dawn Zopp and I attended a Zoom discussion of the book “So You Want to Talk about Race”
by Ijeoma Oluo on November 7th. This was sponsored by the District UMW team. There will be a
follow up discussion January 16. All are invited. I can send you the Zoom link as we get closer.
UMW has 2 copies of this very interesting book. Contact Dawn for more information.
The next board meeting will be January 4, 2021 at 3:00pm. (TBA: Fellowship Hall or via Zoom)
Joy and Peace,
Cathy Jeffers

Looking Ahead:
Dec. 13 12:15
Second Sunday Soup Sales
Feb. 21 11:00
UMW Sunday with World Day of Prayer

Note from Churchill Memorial UMW in Boston:

The Churchill Memorial United Methodist Women will be holding their 6th Annual
Christmas Cookie Bake Sale on Saturday,December 5th from 9:00 a.m. noon. There will be a variety of decorated Christmas cookies, coffee cakes and breads
to purchase. Cookies are pre-packaged and sold in 1# containers. Due to covid
restrictions, only 3 shoppers will be allowed inside at one time. Also, you may pre-order
by calling 716-941-3645 for pick up that morning or call the church phone number
between 9 and noon (716-941-5142) on that day for curbside pick-up. Churchill
Memorial is located at 8019 Boston State Road, Hamburg, NY.

Sunday School LiFT
The LiFT class is meeting Sunday mornings at 10:00 via Zoom for now. We
had a lively discussion on thankfulness in November. Our next theme will be
Advent. Get those Advent wreaths and candles ready, and we will light them
together during Sunday LiFT.
Our Christmas Pageant will be very different this year. Stay tuned as details
are still being worked out. To celebrate children and the Advent season, we
will include some photos of past pageants in the slide show before church. If
you have a photo to share, please send it to Robin at edenumc1@gmail.com.

Grover L. Priess Fund
Who is Grover L. Preiss? He came to Eden in 1912 after graduating from the
University of Buffalo Medical School. Dr. Priess served 30 years as a health
officer and school physician. He opened up an office on S. Main Street and in
his 50 year career, Dr. Priess delivered over 4,000 babies until he retired in
1964. Eden honored him by naming the new elementary school on Schoolview
the “G. L. Priess School.” Dr. Priess gave money to the area churches including
Eden United Methodist Church to help those in need. Today we continue the
Grover L. Priess Fund by asking for continued donations. This is a special fund
for assisting our local community and neighbors who are having a little trouble
financially. We may help with a disaster, a temporary snag, or an unexpected
event. How can you give to this assistance fund? Put a check or cash in the
offering plate and clearly designate it as “GLP Fund” or mail / drop off a check
to the church. We are thankful to be able to help people in time of special
need. Thank you in advance.

Salvation Army Red Kettle Drive
We need more volunteers to ring bells
at Shurfine or Braymillers on
Wednesday, December 9th – Saturday, December 12th. Please
contact the office if you can help for one hour.
Thank you.
Blessing Box
We have been trying different methods to assure that
our Blessing Box supplies are reaching those that need
them, and have found some methods that are working
well. Those receiving supplies are very appreciative, and
we have noticed an increase in requests recently.
THANK YOU for the contributions you’ve made towards
this effort! All supplies are routinely needed so if you
are able, please to continue to pick up items. There are
bins on the back steps where they can be placed.

Thanks to Walter O’Connor, the doors to the Library Box have been
repaired and the library has been restocked by Joan Staby. Come
check it out! We have plenty of books to enjoy!
Thank you!

Hi Everyone: My friends at the Animal rights has brought this my attention and I think I need to
share it with you all.
We must wear a face mask to protect ourselves and that is ok but when we dispose of the used
ones, please make sure they are disposed of properly. Do not drop them on the ground or leave
the elastic bands whole as they are affecting our wildlife. If you come across one please find a
way to get it disposed of properly. PLEASE HELP OUR LITTLE ANIMALS AS THEY
CAN"T HELP THEMSELVES.
In Christ, Phil

I am interested in getting a group together to read through the Bible in 2021. I
think it can be a little intimidating to do this on your own; as part of a group we
can support, encourage and discuss questions to make it easier and perhaps
more meaningful. We’ll read a manageable amount each day and meet weekly
via Zoom or eventually in person. If you’d like to give this a try, please contact
the office or email me at eac4912@gmail.com. Hope to have you join!
~Beth Campbell

Prayer with Pastor Kate
Join Pastor Kate in weekly Prayer
every Wednesday at 12 Noon
for 30 minutes of prayer via Zoom or
you can call-in to listen. Contact the office for a Zoom
invite. Everyone welcome!

If you’d like more information or would like to speak with a
Stephen Minister, please contact Diana Graovac, Kevin
Karstedt, or Pastor Kate Nicol.
Stephen Ministry Supervision Meeting will be
Tuesday, December 8, at 3:00 PM via Zoom.

Trustee Meeting
Tuesday, December 1, 2020
7 pm in Fellowship Hall

Tuesday, December 8, 2020

Annual Charge Conference

UMW Board Meeting

Tuesday, December 15, 2020

Monday, January 4, 2021

at 7 pm—Zoom

at 3 pm

SPPRC Zoom Meeting
at 7 pm

This month all Worship Services will be live-streamed on Facebook

Blue Christmas Service
(Longest Night)
Sunday, December 20th
at 7pm

Christmas Eve Service
Thursday, December 24th, at 7pm

This is a service for those in the community who
are grieving and struggling to experience the joy
of this season.

