
DECEMBER 2021 

The Red Flame Messenger 

Dear Eden UMC, 

It is now the season of Advent, a season where we are in preparation for the celebration of the   

incarnation. Last year out of concerns around COVID 19 we did not meet in person for the season 

of Advent or Christmas Eve. This year things are somewhat different. Although we have a county 

wide mask mandate in place we are planning on worshiping in person for the celebration of our 

Lord’s birth. 

I am looking forward to that experience in a way I have not before. I often find this time of year 

difficult, which is why I offer the Longest Night Service also known as Blue Christmas service a few 

nights before Christmas Eve. Christmas has not always been a joy filled celebration, because as we 

know, life goes on. People get sick, people pass away no matter the date on the calendar. My hope 

is that whether you find yourself in need of the Blue Christmas Service that its meaning is a little 

clearer this year. It’s a time of quiet in the middle of a busy season. It is a time to stop and reflect in 

prayer on God’s presence before the celebration of His birth. This year the service will be on        

December 21 at 7pm. 

I am looking forward to the ability to celebrate in person the birth of our Lord on December 24 at 

7pm. I can’t wait to sing Christmas Carols and hear the story of Jesus’ birth. Come prepared to sing 

(with mask on). I hope this years’ service holds a special place in our hearts as it is a return to our 

traditional celebration, but with COVID 19 precautions. 

I also look forward to celebrating communion as we celebrate the incarnation, which given the last 

year and a half will be profound offering of God’s grace. As Methodists we believe that when we 

receive communion, we are receiving a tangible offering of God’s grace, and taking our fill of that 

grace so that we can be renewed in our faith. Given all the precautions and words of warning we 

have received throughout this pandemic it was the loss of communion that impacted me most. So 

this along with singing is what I look forward to most on Christmas Eve. So until that time may you 

prepare your hearts to receive forgiving grace of God made possible because of His birth so long 

ago. 

Yours in Christ, Pastor Kate 



Bible Study 

With Pastor Jim Hankey 

Thursday at 2pm  

in Room 2 

“GROWING OLDER IS NOT AN OPTION, 
BUT HOW WE RESPOND TO IT CLEARLY IS.” 

 

There is no 'in concrete' starting time as yet, but let's say 2:00 PM on Thursday           
afternoons for now. The class is designed to run for several weeks but that is             
determined by the interest of the attendees or the lack of same. 
   
The focus on the class this Thursday will likely be on introduction, familiarization, and 
organization. 
  
The length of the sessions will again be a factor of the interest of the attendees but I 
would say probably an hour and a half to two hours each is likely. It looks like the class 
should be light, interesting, and informative and it clearly pertains to a subject that is   
relative for everybody who hopes or plans on 'growing older' in this lifetime. 



Mission Statement 

The Eden United Methodist Church defines its mission: “To make disciples       
of Jesus Christ through worship, witness, study, service and fellowship.” 

Our Vision 

“Offering life-changing grace, hope, healing and hospitality to all.” 

   You can reach us by emailing the office at edenumc1@gmail.com or by calling 992-4211.     

SUNDAY WORSHIP at 11 AM  

Join us or you can watch Live-streaming on our web site:  

www.EdenNYUMC.org and click on FACEBOOK button 

Or To listen in to Worship you can call in to Zoom at 

  1-646-558-8656 Meeting ID: 83497037600  Password: 376781 

 

 

 Scripture Readers  

 Acolyte. 

 Communion Servers  

 Special Music 
 

Please contact the office to sign up 

 

 

Pianist:  Dave Gawronski 

Organist:    Michelle Munro 

Worship Leader: Jim Munro 

Audio/Visual:   Mike Forster 

 

DECEMBER VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

UPDATED BUILDING MASK POLICY: 

·      Upon entering the building, EVERYONE is required to wear a mask. 

 ·      For groups and meetings, everyone must sign in.  An attendance sheet is provided. 

 ·      Please notify the office if you or someone that has been in the building recently  

has tested  positive for COVID. 

 ·     If you are not feeling well or have any cold or COVID-like symptoms, please stay at home. 



Other Ways to Give 

• Can & Bottles—All can/bottle donations support the Missions Fund, 

make it a point to bring your donations to church with you once a month. 

• Clothing Shed—The church is rewarded when you drop off your gently 

used clothing to St. Pauly’s Clothing Shed.  

• GLP Fund—The Church collects donations to help those with an     

emergency. 

• Blessing Box—We collect personal care items and cleaning products to 

distribute to those in need. 

• 2nd Sunday—The Sunday School classes collect loose change for the 

Heifer Project. 

• 4th Sunday we collect food and monetary donations for the Eden North 

Collins food pantry. 

This is a great way to give!  
 

Did you know you can contribute on-line to EUMC? 
 

 https://www.edennyumc.org/online-giving.html  
Or download the 

Tithe.ly app and choose Eden UMC 

Or give via  

PayPal by going to the  

EdenNYUMC.org web site and  

click on the PayPal button or scan the QR code.. 
 

If you have any questions, please call the office.   Or you  

can mail in your contribution to the Church at  

2820 E. Church St, Eden, NY 14057.   

https://www.edennyumc.org/online-giving.html


THANK YOU TO ALL WHO HELPED WITH THE ELECTION DAY DINNER! Special thanks 
to Linda Hock and her crew! Everything was delicious! We sold out all 340 dinners. 
The drive-through worked well. 
 

Thank you to Friendship Circle for decorating the Sanctuary for Advent. And Thank 
You to Carol Brodie for a successful RADA fund raiser. (I started my Christmas shop-
ping here.) 

 
 

New Life Circle will have a cookie exchange meeting on Monday night, Dec. 13 at 
7:00 pm in the church kitchen. You are welcome to join us. Please bring 3 dozen of 
your favorite holiday cookies to share. We will also be checking on the donations 
for the Welcome Kit for a Journey’s End refugee family in Buffalo. 
 

Our “Second Sunday Soup Sales” start back on December 12th after worship. We 
will be selling quart containers of homemade soup for $7.  We will be selling home-
made soup again on Jan  9, Feb 13, and March 13. The proceeds from these sales 
are part of our UMW budget. 
 

We (our Eden UMW unit) paid our pledge to mission to Niagara Frontier District 
UMW in full. 
 

The next board meeting will be January 3, 2022 at 4:00 pm. 
 

Joy and Peace, 

Cathy Jeffers 
 

Looking Ahead: 

Dec. 12 12:00 Second Sunday Soup Sales 

Feb. 20 11:00 UMW Sunday with World Day of Prayer 



The LiFT class is meeting Sunday mornings at 9:30 in the double room. We had a lively 

discussion on thankfulness in November. Our next theme will be Advent. We are also    

practicing the Christmas Play.  

 

 

Our annual Christmas Pageant will be on Sunday, December 19 during church service. The 

play is called “It Wasn’t the Hilton, You Know.” We need a few more actors, so if you are   

interested, please join us Sunday morning at 9:30. 

Thank you to our coin savers! Our second Sunday coin collection for November 14 was 

$27.50 which brings us over our goal of $500. The LiFT class boys (Andrew, Connor,    

Garrett and Spencer) chose 1 Water Buffalo, 1 Sheep, 1 seed kit, 1 bee hive and 2 flocks   

of chicks to send through the Heifer Project.  

Soup Sunday 

Starting Sunday, December 12 at 12 noon  

There will be different types of soup available  

for $7 a quart.   

More info to follow 

 



Refugee WELCOME KIT 
    We’re on our way to making it happen! 

  

New Life Circle has set up a “Christmas Tree Shower” to collect items for the          
Welcome Kit for refugees relocating in the Buffalo area. 
  
To help with this mission, take a tag off of the tree and then bring the item back to the 
Narthex and put it on the shelves or table provided.  Some of the items must be new,   
but many, especially housewares, can be gently used.  If you will not be able to come   
to the church, have a couple items in mind and then contact Robin in the church          
office.  She will check to see if that tag is still on the tree and pull it for you. 
Thank You to all who took tags already! 
  
If there is an item you have or really want to provide, but the tag is taken, duplicates    
are always welcome.  They will help another family.  We will try to keep an updated    
list posted to let you know what is still needed. 
  
We know not everyone loves to shop!  If you would like to contribute and can do so    
financially, drop a check in the offering, bring it to the office or mail it to the 
church.  Please make the check out to Eden United Methodist Women and note on      
the check it is for the Welcome Kit.  Cash should be in an envelope noting it is for the    
Welcome Kit.  We will use the money to buy any items still needed or for additional   
gift cards for Tops and Save-A-Lot. 
  
 
 

DEADLINE for collecting our items  
is JANUARY 9, 2022 
  
 

Find out more about Journey’s End 

 Refugee Service Inc, at www.jersbuffalo.org 

They are also on Facebook. 

 

http://www.jersbuffalo.org/


Harriet Beecher Stowe 

Harriet Elisabeth Beecher was born in Connecticut in 

1811 into the family of the very outspoken Lyman       

Beecher, a Calvinist preacher.  Harriet was one of 11   

children and the family was a strong activist group,       

beginning with her maternal grandfather, General       

Andrew Ward, who was a strong leader in the              

Revolutionary War.  Her sisters became educators and 

activists and her brothers became preachers, including the famous abolitionist and 

preacher Henry Ward Beecher. She attended the Hartford Female Seminary where 

she received a traditional “male” education with a focus on the classics, math and 

the languages. 

At the age of 21 Harriet moved to Cincinnati to join her father and sisters.  Her       

father had taken the position as president of Lane Theological Seminary.  While 

there, she and her sisters joined the Semi-Colon Club, a literary club whose       

members included such people as Salmon P. Chase who became governor of Ohio 

and then Secretary of the Treasury under Abraham Lincoln.  It was in this club that 

she met and married widower Rev Calvin Ellis Stowe, a professor at the seminary. 

They had 7 children together.  Here she also attended the Lane Debates on Slavery, 

which was decisively won by the abolitionists and helped to further her abolitionist 

views.   

Sometime around 1850, the family moved to Brunswick, Maine when Harriet’s    

husband accepted a position At Bowdoin College.  The Stowes became known as 

devoted critics of slavery and supporters of the abolitionist movement and the     

Underground Railroad.  They also housed fugitive slaves in their home on their trek 

to Canada.  

 



Harriet had a vision of a dying slave while attending communion in church.  This 

coupled with the loss of her 18 month old son, caused her to bond with the slaves.  

She stated “Having experienced losing someone so close to me, I can sympathize 

with all the poor, powerless slaves at the unjust auctions”.  She then wrote to the 

editor of the weekly national anti-slavery journal The National Era, that she planned 

to write a story about the injustice of slavery.  She said it was time for a woman to 

speak up for freedom and humanity.   

The first installment of Uncle Tom’s Cabin was published in The National Era on 

June 5, 1851, with it concluding on April 1, 1852.  It was first published in book form 

in March of 1852, with an initial printing of 5,000 copies.  In less than a year it had 

sold over 300,00 copies, an unprecedented number in the United States.  The story 

was performed as a play in major cities in the free states.  Her desire was to educate 

northerners on the horrors of slavery and hopefully make southerners empathize 

with the slaves that they owned.  Uncle Tom’s Cabin set publishing records.  An      

inexpensive copy was printed and marketed in England and became a huge seller 

there, with Harriet being invited to come do a speaking tour on slavery.   

On November 25, 1862, Harriet Beecher Stowe was invited, with some of her       

children in tow, to meet President Abraham Lincoln.  When he greeted he his first 

words were,  “so you are the little woman who wrote the book that started this 

great war.” 

Harriet Beecher Stowe was a defender of unjust practices and following the war she 

moved into pushing for rights for women, especially married women.  In those 

times married women could not own property or wealth and could not use the 

monies that they had earned.  Anything that a married woman earned or inherited 

became the property of their husband.  Fortunately, her husband did not follow 

those beliefs.  The year following the war she purchased land in the Jacksonville, 

Florida area which he insisted be put in her name.  Harriet wrote 30 books and      

numerous articles during her life, exposing the injustices in our society, but none 

were as important as Uncle Tom’s Cabin.   

 



MONDAY MORNING 

With Carol Brodie 

 at 9:30 am in Room 2 

WEDNESDAY EVENING 

With Beth Campbell 

7:00 pm on Zoom 

Prayers with  

Pastor Kate 

Join Pastor Kate in weekly 
Prayer  every Wednesday 

at 12 Noon via zoom 

Everyone welcome!  

Join us for bible study  

with Pastor Kate & Pastor Lutz 

2nd and 4th Thursdays at 7am 

At Four Corners 

We will be continuing our study “The       

Chosen” through the month of October. This 

TV video series is about the life of Jesus and 

what it means to be “chosen”. Come join us 

at 9:30am in classroom #2 for study, prayer, 

and fellowship. 

Carol Brodie  

Bible Study 

With Pastor Jim Hankey 

Thursdays at 2pm 

 in Room 2 

I have had the pleasure of coordinating 

meetings for the group that has been read-

ing through the Bible this year. It has been 

an amazing experience: talking through 

confusing passages, getting the insights of 

others, hearing what made an impact on 

those in the group, and even laughing at 

certain verses!  Plus, although we meet on 

Zoom, being part of a small group is always 

welcome.   

I would like to do this again next year but 

need a little break before starting back 

up!  If you would like to participate in 2022, 

let the office or me know eac4912@gmail.com 

If you are undecided or would like to ask 

questions of anyone in the group,  Cathy 

Jeffers, Nancy Sheffer, Jim Munro, Lori 

Motak, Nancy Golba or I would be happy 

to talk to you!                    ~Beth Campbell 



Christmas Flowers 
 

6.5” pots – Red, White, and “Jingle Bells” Poinsettias - $9.00 each 

Order & Payment Deadline: DECEMBER 12th 

Friendship Circle will meet Monday December 13 

 at 5:30pm ( Please note date and time) 

The Circle will be filling our Senior Christmas Gift Bags 

and delivering the gifts as we go Christmas Caroling. 

It will be a fun evening of Christmas and  

Christian fellowship! 

Thank you to all for the donation of men's     

winter jackets.  Twelve jackets and winter hats 

were happily received by the men at            

Turning  Point House.  This will be an            on-

going mission project throughout the year. 

Thank you to  Kathie & Jerry's Christmas 

Tree Farm  for donating the Chrisom 

tree and to Jim Munro for getting it!  



The Eden UMC needs volunteers again this year to ring 
bells!  We have openings on Wednesday, Dec. 8 - Saturday, 
Dec. 11.  Please call the office to sign up or see the board in 

the narthex.  Thank you! 

Blue Christmas Service 
(Longest Night)  

Tuesday, December 21st 

 at 7pm 
This is a service for those in the 

community who are grieving and 

struggling to experience the joy 

of this season.   

 

Christmas Eve Service 

Friday, December 24th,  

at 7pm  



 

Trustee Meeting 

December 7th at 7pm 

 

SPPRC Meeting 

December 14th at 7pm 

Stephen Minister Supervision   
Meetings 2nd Tuesday’s at 

10am and 3 Monday’s at 7pm 

If you’d like more information or would 

like to speak with a  Stephen Minister, 

please contact Diana Graovac, Kevin 

Karstedt, or Pastor Kate Nicol. 

Andra Hankey—12/15 

Ron Bucki—12/19 

Glori Nedimyer—12/30 

Debbie Longbine—12/31 

June (Longbine) Pericak has passed 
her 8th and final actuary test!  

We are looking for newer pictures of           

individuals and families to add to our      

Worship service  and live-steam.  Please 

submit pictures to the office or email them 

to edenumc1@gmail.com.  Thank you. 

Seneca Street UMC -  Items collected for the 
children’s Christmas shop were  delivered 
12/1.  There were 5 totes full of Christmas gifts 
for the children to pick out and Christmas     
present wrappings.   Thank you to all who     
participated in this project and those at Seneca 
Street wish you a Merry Christmas!     

Congratulations to Madison and 

Hudson Ferger on their baptism! 

We are grateful that the Bowemba family has joined 
us from Uganda. As they settle into life in our area, 
they are in need of some help. David is hopeful that 
he will soon have a job offer, but they do not have a 
vehicle. Do you know of an inexpensive vehicle for 
purchase or do you or a family member have one 
they might be willing to sell the family? Please      
contact the office with any helpful information.  

Help Wanted 






