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Dear Saints of the Eden UMC: 

The season of Advent is here. It’s time to prepare our hearts in a new way for the in breaking of God 

into creation at Christmas. But wait, there was a massive snowstorm that impacted the Sunday we 

were supposed to bring our pledge cards to church and make our financial offering to God through 

the Church. That is the way this season of Advent began for me, so before I jump into Advent, I want 

to give this reminder please fill out your pledge cards and return them so that we can plan for the 

next year accordingly.  

Now back to Advent. That little blurb about stewardship was an interruption to the flow of my article, 

an abrupt but needed reminder that it would be helpful for people to return their pledge cards. It’s 

not quite the same type of interruption that the birth of Jesus creates, but it disrupted where the   

article was heading. 

Jesus’ birth interrupts the way humanity enters into right relationship with God. We are still called to 

be part of a community like Israel, but we join by faith, not by birth. Jesus’ birth altered the covenant 

God established with Abraham, but not exactly. The covenant with Abraham was based on faith, not 

works, and not birth, but it became about birth and works. When God approached Abraham and 

made him the father of a nation,  Abraham was declared righteous because he had faith, not because 

of where he came from, or who he was at that time. So, God becomes a part of creation in a different 

way as Jesus, instead of speaking through a  prophet a human being, He came down Himself. Jesus 

enters creation as fully human and fully divine. 

The season of Advent is meant to help us prepare our hearts for God to work in us in a new way. We 

are reminded throughout the season that God isn’t finished with creation, that God promises to     

return and make things right again. We are also reminded of the sacrifice that others made so that 

God could be revealed in this new way, the sacrifice of Mary, Elizabeth, John the Baptist. These      

sacrifices are examples of trusting in God when there is no way one could know the outcome. We are 

reminded again in this season of Advent to open our hearts, recommit our whole selves to God and 

trust that God will work in and through us to be His hands and feet and words of love at work in our 

lives and our community. Trust in God’s work in and through you. 

 

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Kate 



Greetings and good tidings to all the friends and family of the Eden United Methodist Church! 

More than twenty years ago my service in Pastoral Ministry began here in the Eden United Methodist 

Church. And now after considerable appointments to varying churches in the Upper New York Conference 

of the UMC, and after extensive prayer and conversation with the God we all serve, combined with much 

thought and discussion with my family, my fellow church pastors and all my friends of the Laity that I 

have been privileged to serve, it appears my service as Pastoral Minister will cease in the very church in 

which my Pastor journey began. Mindful of the fact that we also serve Jesus and Church who wear not 

the Robe, I promise that I am not abandoning God’s Great Commission. 

The Great Commission—Matthew 28:18-20 NLT 

Jesus came to earth and told his disciples: “I have been given all authority in heaven and on earth. There-

fore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and the Son and the 

Holy Spirit. Teach these new disciples to obey all the commands I have given you. And be sure of this. I 

am with you always, even to the end of the age.” 

In this passage Jesus is apparently ‘commissioning’ his disciples (followers), ‘under all authority in heaven 

and earth’, to go and make disciples of all nations. Now I consider myself a Christian follower of Jesus and 

so I assume He must be directing me as well as all who truly believe in the promise that God gave us 

through Jesus, to actually go and make disciples of those who are not believers. He further tells us how to 

do this. ‘by baptism and teaching them to obey his commands.’ And Jesus then assures us that he will  

always be with us. 

If I, as a follower of Jesus, am to have a role in the making of a disciple, I think I should at least be       

moderately aware of what the makeup of a disciple really is. 

The New Illustrated Bible Dictionary defines a disciple as – a student, learner, or pupil. In the Bible the 

word ‘disciple’ is used most often to refer to a follower of Jesus. According to the commission in Matthew 

cited above the making of a disciple begins with their baptism. I believe baptism is a sacrament typically 

performed by pastors or members of clergy. Does this mean then that if I am not a member of the clergy, 

I am off the hook as to responding to or any obligation of this Great Commission? Not so fast, pilgrim. If 

we look more closely at the passage it appears the real purpose and direction of the commission is, in 

fact, not simply to baptize, but to teach. But to teach what? The passage clearly says – ‘to teach the    

commands God has given us.’ But the fact is, even though many of us are sometimes quick to say, ‘I can’t 

teach’, we really can. Maybe not with voice and words from a lesson plan, but whether we realize it or 

not we all teach by example.  



The people we come in contact with every day recognize and are aware of our attitude and behavior in 

the manner we present ourselves and in the way we live our lives. 

A timely quote: “In all the world you are but one person but to one person you may very well be the 

whole world.” 

If we really want to call ourselves Christian followers of Jesus then we should act like it, not just on Sunday 

but all the time. So our duty as disciples, (followers) of Jesus, is to be His hands and feet in exercising the 

Great Commission in the world today, We are to teach people, by word, action and example, just what it 

really means to be a sincere Christian believer. So, brothers and sisters, we have our Christian marching 

orders. We need to be up and about our duties. We need to share the Good News of Jesus. 

So ‘WHAT DOES THE LORD REQUIRE OF YOU?’ (Micah 6:8) 

He has shown you, O Mortal, what is good.  

And what does the Lord require of you?  

To act justly, love mercy and To walk humbly with your Lord. 

And as a possible indication as to how we are measuring up to this assignment, may I suggest                 

consideration of the words of this poem by – L.R.Sharpe 
 

A BAG OF TOOLS 

Isn’t it strange that Princes and Kings, 

and clowns that caper in sawdust rings, 

and common people like you and me, 

ARE BUILDERS OF ETERNITY. 

Each is given a bag of tools, a shapeless mass, 

a book of rules. And each must make, ere life is flown - 

 A ‘STUMBLING BLOCK’ or A ‘STEPPING STONE.’ 

 

I want to thank all of you who allowed and accepted me as your Pastor.  I hope I have most often been a 

‘stepping stone’ in your Christian journey. And for any time that I have presented myself as being a 

‘stumbling block’, please accept my sincerest apologies and remember that God loves us all. 

 

Shalom - P.J. 



Mission Statement 

The Eden United Methodist Church defines its mission: “To make disciples       
of Jesus Christ through worship, witness, study, service and fellowship.” 

Our Vision 

“Offering life-changing grace, hope, healing and hospitality to all.” 

   You can reach us by emailing the office at edenumc1@gmail.com or by calling 992-4211.     

SUNDAY WORSHIP at 11 AM  

Join us or you can watch Live-streaming on our web site:  

www.EdenNYUMC.org and click on FACEBOOK button 

Or To listen in to Worship you can call in via zoom.  

 

 Scripture Readers:  

 Acolyte. 

 Communion Servers  

 Special Music 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Pianist:  Dave Gawronski 

Worship Leader: Laura Forster, Jim Munro 

Audio/Visual:      Mike Forster, Cyndi Winiasz 

 

  

DECEMBER VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 

UPDATED BUILDING MASK POLICY: 

 Upon entering the building, a mask is strongly encouraged. 

 Please notify the office if you or someone that has been in the building recently has 
tested  positive for COVID. 

 If you are not feeling well or have any cold or COVID-like symptoms, please stay at 
home. 

Please contact the office  

to sign-up 

Counters Needed for  

Sunday Offerings 

Please apply within!  



Other Ways to Give 

 Can & Bottles—All can/bottle donations support the Missions Fund, 

make it a point to bring your donations to church with you once a month. 

 Clothing Shed—The church is rewarded when you drop off your gently 

used clothing to St. Pauly’s Clothing Shed.  

 GLP Fund—The Church collects donations to help those with an     

emergency. 

 Blessing Box—We collect personal care items and cleaning products to 

distribute to those in need. 

 2nd Sunday—The Sunday School classes collect loose change for the 

Heifer Project. 

 4th Sunday we collect food and monetary donations for the Eden North 

Collins food pantry. 

This is a great way to give!  
 

Did you know you can contribute on-line to EUMC? 
 

 https://www.edennyumc.org/online-giving.html  
Or download the 

Tithe.ly app and choose Eden UMC 

Or give via  

PayPal by going to the  

EdenNYUMC.org web site and  

click on the PayPal button or scan the QR code.. 
 

If you have any questions, please call the office.   Or you  

can mail in your contribution to the Church at  

2820 E. Church St, Eden, NY 14057.   

https://www.edennyumc.org/online-giving.html


THANK YOU TO ALL WHO HELPED WITH THE ELECTION DAY DINNER!  Special 
thanks to Linda Hock and her crew! Everything was delicious!  
 

Thank you to Friendship Circle for decorating the Sanctuary for Advent. And Thank You to  
Carol Brodie for a successful RADA fund raiser.  
 

New Life Circle will have a cookie exchange meeting on Monday night, Dec. 12 at 7:00  
in the church kitchen. You are welcome to join us. Please bring 3 dozen of your favorite  
holiday cookies to share.  
 

Our “Second Sunday Soup Sales” start back on December 11th after worship.  We will be    
selling quart containers of homemade soup.  We will be selling homemade soup again on Jan.8, 
Feb 12, and March 12. The proceeds from these sales are part of our UWF budget. 
 

On December 19 meeting we need to approve our budget for 2023, as well as approve some 
mission giving. We hope to have a total from the Election Day Dinner by then. 
 
We (our Eden UWF unit) paid our pledge to mission to Niagara Frontier District UWF in full. 
 
        Joy and Peace, 
        Cathy Jeffers 
 
 

Looking Ahead: 
 
Dec. 7 7:00 pm  Zoom Book Club “Hidden Figures” 

Dec. 11  12:00 pm   Second Sunday Soup Sales 

Dec. 19 11:30 am  Business Meeting (all welcome) 

Feb.  19 11:00 am  UMW Sunday with World Day of Prayer 

 
 
                      
 



Sunday School: Living in Faith Together (LiFT)  

 

Sunday School: The LiFT class is meeting Sunday mornings at 9:30 in the double 

room. We had lively discussions on Friendships in November. Our next theme will be 

Advent.  

 

 

 

We are also practicing the Christmas Play. 

Our annual Christmas Pageant will be on Sunday, December 18 during church       

service followed by a pot luck lunch. The play is called “If We Do It, It Will Work.” 

Since we missed a rehearsal due to snow, we need all our actors to be ready to go 

Sunday mornings to practice!  There will be a dress rehearsal on Saturday, Decem-

ber 17th at 9:00 am. 

Thank you to our coin savers! Our second Sunday coin collection for November 13 

was $13.73 for the Heifer Project.  

We collected toys for the Seneca Street Children’s Christmas Shoppe on Nov. 27. 

 

 



United Women in Faith Reading Program  

Three additional new books for the 2022/2023 Reading Program are now in the Narthex. United 
Women in Faith recommend a diverse range of books with the intention of broadening exposure to 
a variety of concepts.  The Reading Program does not intend that readers accept each word or idea 
contained within each book. Try to read a book or two from each of the five categories plus the    
Response Magazine.  The Reading Program is open to all. 

Education for Mission 

THE BOOK WOMAN OF TROUBLESOME CREEK –  Kim Michelle Richardson 

Inspired by the true blue-skinned people of Kentucky and the dedicated Kentucky Pack Horse library 
service of the 1930s, this bestselling historical novel follows packhorse librarian Cussy Mary Carter 
and her quest to bring books to Troublesome Creek. The last of her kind, her skin a shade of blue  
unlike most anyone else, Cussy has to confront prejudice and suspicion to bring the joy of books to 
the hill folks. The Book Woman of Troublesome Creek is a story of raw courage, fierce strength, and 
one woman’s belief that books can carry us anywhere—even back home.  

Nurturing for Community 

THE LAND IS NOT EMPTY: FOLLOWING JESUS IN DISMANTLING THE DOCTRINE OF DISCOVERY  -  
Sarah Augustine  

In this prophetic book, author Sarah Augustine, a Pueblo woman, reframes the colonization of North 
America as she investigates ways that the Doctrine of Discovery continues to devastate Indigenous 
cultures, and even the planet itself, as it justifies exploitation of both natural resources and people. 
This is a powerful call to reckon with the root causes of a legacy that continues to have devastating 
effects on Indigenous Peoples around the globe and a call to recognize how all of our lives and our 
choices are interwoven 

The Doctrine of Discovery – a set of laws rooted in the fifteenth century that gave Christian          
governments the moral and legal right to seize lands they “discovered” despite those lands already 
being populated by Indigenous Peoples.  The laws were legitimized by the church and justified by a 
misreading of Scripture. 

Spiritual Growth 

THE BIG DEAL OF TAKING SMALL STEPS TO MOVE CLOSER TO GOD  -                                                 
Bishop Vashti Murphy McKenzie 

This book by Bishop Vashti Murphy McKenzie, a bishop in the African Methodist Episcopal Church, 
uncovers how to develop a stronger relationship with God and more effective spiritual lifestyle by 
taking small steps that lead to big changes. McKenzie prescribes small changes that lead to radical 
closeness to God, and the “big deal” result is a greater ability to biblically address life challenges.  
You’ll see the result of such seemingly small steps in a greater ability to address life’s challenges and 
a greater availability to serve your family, church and community.  Your increased spirituality is      
incremental, not monumental.  Mustard-seed like faith yields mountain-moving growth. 

To check out a book, just sign it out / in on the clipboard with the books in the Narthex.   

Dawn Zopp, Secretary of Program Resources, Eden UWF 



Monday Morning Bible Study  

Prayers with  
Pastor Kate 

Join Pastor Kate in weekly   
Prayer  every Wednesday at     

12 Noon via zoom 

Everyone welcome!  

Join us for bible study  

with Pastor Kate  

&  Pastor Lutz 

2nd and 4th 

 Thursday at 7am 

Four Corners Restaurant 

Are you curious enough and/or brave enough to join us? Men and women are      

invited to join our group. We meet at 9:30am in Room 2 and usually have some  

social time and prayer. At 10am we will start the study. Please contact Carol    

Brodie for more information.  

Small Groups 

Sundays at 5:30 pm with Lucinda 

Wednesdays at 6:30 pm with Carol 

Thursdays at 2:00 pm with Beth 



Christmas Eve Services at 7 pm 
Christmas Day Service at 11 am 

 

Eden United Methodist Church 

2820 East Church St, Eden 

716-992-4211 / edenumc1@gmail.com 
 

All are welcome!  

Or join us in person or on FB live steaming  

FaceBook Eden NY UMC  

 (Longest Night)  

This is a service for those in the             
community who are grieving and       

struggling to experience the 

 joy of this season.   

Thursday, December 22nd at 7 pm 





Seneca Street Children’s Christmas Shoppe 

This year, the Children’s Christmas Shoppe will be held Saturday,    

December 3rd, 2022 from 12:00pm – 4:00pm and will be offered to 

children ages 5 to 13.   Thank you for your donations! 

The Eden UMC needs volunteers again this year to ring 
bells!  We still have some openings on Wednesday, Dec. 7 - 
Saturday, Dec. 10.  Please call the office to sign up or see 

the board in the narthex.  Thank you! 

Sign up in the narthex.  Don’t forget to 

complete the form with whom you would 



Trustee Meeting 

Tuesday, December 6th 

At 7:00 pm 

SPPRC Meeting 

Tuesday, December 13th 

At 7:00 pm 

Stephen Minister 

 Supervision Meetings 

 Tue, Dec. 13 @ 10am & 

Mon, Dec. 19 @ 7pm 

Finance & Leadership 

Tuesday, December 20th 

 at 6:30pm/7pm 

Andra Hankey—Dec. 15 

Ron Bucki—Dec. 19 

Gloria Nedimyer—12/30 

Debbie Longbine—12/31 

Happy Retirement Nancy!      

We will miss you! 

UWF Meeting for All 

Monday, December 5th 

At 3:00 pm 

New Life Circle 

Monday, December 12th 

At 7:00 pm 

Friendship Circle 

Monday, December 19th 

 at 12:00 pm 






