
February 2020 

The Red Flame Messenger 

On January 26 following worship we held an brief Charge Conference. 

Our only agenda item was to pass a new committee structure for the 

Church. You may remember previous newsletter articles explaining 

how the structure would look and work. Well it passed unanimously, 

so now it’s time to start calling those meetings. The current plan will 

be to hold Leadership Team meetings on the third Tuesday of the even 

number months, and the All Church Meeting on the third Tuesday of 

the Odd number months. This will be occasionally adjusted to deal 

with already existing conflicts, such as the upcoming school break. I 

look forward to working with all of you as we move forward with a 

new model of Church administration. 

Dear Eden UMC: 

It seems like Christmas just happened, maybe that’s because it did. We are most of the way to the season 

of lent which begin on Ash Wednesday, February 26th. The season of Lent is a penitential season just like 

the season of Advent. However, during the season of Advent we are far more likely to count down the 

days toward Christmas, then we are to count down the days toward Easter, but Easter is the most im-

portant celebration for us as Christians. It’s where Christ conquers sin and death. 

During the season of Lent, we are called to practice fasting and penitence. This is so that we can both walk 

with God on His journey toward the cross and for us to reclaim our identity as followers of Jesus.  This Len-

ten season we will explore John’s version of Jesus’ journey to the cross. Jesus performs several miracles 

throughout the Gospel of John, each one bigger than the one before until we reach Lazarus Sunday where 

He raises His own friend from the dead. As Jesus performs these miracles, He teaches His follower about 

repentance, forgiveness, and the cost of sin, which is exactly what we are called to reflect upon during the 

season of Lent. 

This year we will provide the cross outside the sanctuary where you may place your confessions of sin, and 

prayer requests upon the cross. I continue to encourage you to not only give something up that holds 

meaning for you during the season of Lent, but to also take on a Spiritual Discipline that you are not cur-

rently practicing, like an additional time of prayer, or reading scripture, as a means to help you reorient 

your life toward God and to help you as you serve the King and His coming Kingdom. 

May this lent be a season of blessing and Growth. 

Pastor Kate 



“GROWING OLDER IS NOT AN OPTION,  
BUT HOW WE RESPOND TO IT CLEARLY IS.” 

A few years ago when I was attending Licensed Pastor School each member of our class was asked 

to consider if any Scriptural passage might be especially important or particularly meaningful to us.  

As it turns out I received God’s call to pastoral ministry somewhat later in my life, at the time     

finding myself not quite in the final innings of the game of life but realistically at least in rather 

close proximity to the seventh inning stretch of the same. As a result, I found myself to be the     

oldest participant of this Local Pastor Licensing class. 

After due consideration my response to our instructor’s ‘meaningful Scriptural passage’ inquiry 

turned out to be from the book of Psalms. specifically Psalm 92 verses 12 through 15: 

12) The righteous will flourish like a palm tree, 
they will grow like a cedar of Lebanon; 

 

13) planted in the house of the Lord, 
they will flourish in the courts of our God. 

 

14) They will still bear fruit in old age, 
they will stay fresh and green, 

 

15) proclaiming, “The Lord is upright; 
he is my Rock, and there is no wickedness in him.” 

 

This passage obviously appeals to me because of the promise of ‘still bearing fruit in old age’   
combined with the ‘staying fresh and green’ implication. I am comforted in imagining that I have 
something to contribute to God and his church both because of my age but also in spite of it. 
 
In his book -  ‘I Love Growing Older but I’ll Never Grow Old’  - author J. Ellsworth Kalas says: 
 

 “Growing older is a process.  Growing old is a conclusion.” 
   

 “Older is a journey.  Old is a destination.” 
 

Rev. Kalas also says:    
 

“This book is about learning how to make peace with where you are right now.”  
 

“It’s about learning from the past and then moving past it.  It’s about growing and continuing to 
grow – personally spiritually, and in our relationships with God and with others.” 
 

I like this book and would be delighted to consider leading a small group Bible Study on the subject 
of aging with it as a focal point. 
 

If anyone is interested in joining such a study group here at Eden UMC please contact me and let’s 
see if we can make it happen. 
              Blessings,   Pastor Jim 



 

 Eden UMC Bowling  

Sunday, February 16, 2020 - 1:30 pm 

at Eden Bowling Lanes 
 

Bowling Family Fun & Fellowship Sunday 

Mark the date on your calendars and sign up in the Narthex.  UMMen will provide the 
pizza, snacks and pop.  We will also donate $10 to our Trustees for every person who 

bowls or attends the party (bring the babies). Your cost is $3.50 per game for bowling or 
$0 to come for the fellowship and to cheer on the bowlers. 

 

Now that it’s February, we are asking those of you who    
receive a paper newsletter to help us replenish the postage 
fund. We are asking for a donation of $10 for 12 months of 
home delivery.  

CATCH THE SPIRIT 

Our annual district workshop and fellowship day called 

Catch the Spirit will take place at Clarence UMC on 
Saturday, March 7th. Class times range.  For information 
about the workshops offered this year and the registration 
forms, take a look on the board in the narthex.   

Registrations are due by February 15th.  



Did you know that the United Methodist Church collects $40 for every ton of 

clothing donated?  For the year 2019, they collected 48 tons of items and             

received $1,918.05.   

St. Pauly’s Clothing Shed 

How this works: 
  
Community members drop off clothing at a clothing shed located at a community       
organization. 
  
St. Pauly purchases the clothing from the local community organization. The           
community organization uses the money that it receives to support its mission or     
complete important community projects. St. Pauly sells and distributes the clothing that 
is purchased all over the US and World to organizations such as foreign governments, 
relief organizations, the U.N., private companies and the U.S. government. 
  
This is the most cost effective way for these organizations around the globe to get large 
quantities of clothing for people in communities that they represent. All clothing is sold 
for pennies on the pound by St. Pauly Textile, Inc., in large quantities at a time. 

EDEN-NORTH COLLINS FOOD PANTRY 

2059 Franklin St, NORTH COLLINS, NY 14111  

Eden / North Collins Food Pantry received 

$50.50 plus many food donations on our January 

Fourth  Sunday Collection.   Thank you to all who    

donated! 

What to Drop-off: 

  

Used Clothing, shoes, sneakers, belts, purses, linens, pillowcases, blankets, curtains, 
and stuffed animals. 
  
What Not to Drop-off: 

  

Furniture, electronics, household items, books, toys, garbage, pillows, rags, and fabric 
scraps. 



Mission Statement 

The Eden United Methodist Church defines its mission: 

 “To make disciples of Jesus Christ through worship, witness, study, service and fellowship.” 

Our Vision 

“Offering life-changing grace, hope, healing and hospitality to all.” 

REV. KATE’S OFFICE HOURS 
Monday-Thursday 

Sabbath taken Fridays 
 

By appointment—please call the church (992-4211) 

THOSE WHO SERVE IN February 

Reader 

Feb. 2  George Graovac  

Feb. 9  Gavin Hill 

Feb. 16 Gloria Nedimeyer 

Feb. 23 Gavin Hill 

Greeters 

Feb. 2  Niki Maggs & Conner  

Feb. 9  Jim & Gloria Nedimyer 

Feb. 16 Frank & Carol Shattuck 

Feb. 23 Bruce & Josie Peterson 

Pianist           David Gawronski 

Organist Michelle Munro 

Nursery 

Feb. 2  Tina & Allison Powell  

Feb. 9  Linda Hock 

Feb. 16 Tina & Allison Powell 

Feb. 23 Church Member 

Acolyte 

Feb. 2  Connor Johnson  

Feb. 9  Boy Scout 

Feb. 16 Church Member 

Feb. 23 Church Member 
 
 
 

KIDS CORNER 
 

Kids Corner is a place for our kids to Stay in 
Church now so they can Be the Church in 
the future. Typically we have children age 4 
to 11 but anyone, any age, is welcome to sit 
with us, play quietly, listen to the worship 
service and participate in a related craft. 

Ways to Give 

 All can/bottle donations support the Missions Fund, 

make it a point to bring your donations to church with 

you once a month. 

 The church is rewarded when you drop off your gently 

used clothing to The Clothing Shed.  

 2nd Sunday we collect loose change for the Sunday 

School classes and the Heifer Project. 

 4th Sunday we collect food and monetary donations for 

the food pantry. 

 Box Tops: Collected and donated to Eden Central 

Schools. 

 Charity Miles: Do you have a smart phone?  Do you 

walk, run, or bike as part of your fitness program?  There 

is a free app "Charity Miles" you can download to your 

phone and turn on before you workout.  There are over 

30 charities to choose from and you can even pick a     

different one every time.  When you finish your workout 

you stop the  running app and a donation is made to your 

charity by a sponsor.  Check it out, every mile matters! 

SUNDAY WORSHIP —11 AM  

We are worshiping and sending glory to God every Sunday with 

Communion on the first Sunday of the month.  



Please join us for Ash Wednesday Service 

February 26th, 2020 

7:00 pm 

All are welcome! 

24hr Prayer Vigil beginning Tue, Feb. 25th 7am—

Wed, Feb. 26 7pm.  There is a sign up in the narthex. 



UMW Sunday will be Feb 23rd with the World Day of Prayer service. World Day of 
Prayer is a worldwide movement of Christian women of many traditions from 170 coun-
tries who come together to observe a common day of prayer each year. This year’s theme  
“Rise!  Take Your Mat and Walk” was written by the women of Zimbabwe. We will be 
asking women to serve as ushers and readers. Please join us for this very special Sunday 
service.   

 
Sunday Soup Sales continue on Sunday, Feb 9th and March 15th.  Each quart of soup costs 
$7 and will be available in the Narthex after church that Sunday. Proceeds of the sale sup-
port UMW programs such as the Reading Program, registration for district events, camp-
erships and VBS. 
 
Speaker series: Linda Hock gave a very informative talk on Harassment Free Space on 
Monday, January 20th. Thank you Linda and all who attended.  
 
The Spring Rummage Sale will be here before you know it! Nicole Moll will again chair 
this event, and she will need lots of help!  Start saving your rummage (clothing, shoes, 
household goods, furniture, dishes, toys, games) for the May sale. 
 
The UMW Reading Program books are kept in the church library with a sign out sheet. 
Pop in and sign out a book to read on a frosty evening! 
 

At the District level we have three events coming up.  
       
 Saturday, Feb. 29  – Gift Day 9:30am-Noon at  Churchill Memorial UMC in Boston. This 

is an opportunity to provide tangible “gifts” to local ministries.  I have a list of the 
items to donate attached below. There will be a bin in the Narthex to drop off gifts. Al-
so, there will be a sign-up sheet on the Opportunity Board. All are welcome to come 
and learn more about these mission projects.  

 Saturday, April 4 – Communion Breakfasts and Memorial service  9:30am-Noon at 
Faith UMC in Lancaster. This is always a very nice service. There will be a sign-up sheet. 
 

UMW Board Planning Meetings: 
 Monday, Feb 3rd at 2:00. Plan for World Day of Prayer.  
 Monday, March 2nd to plan for Mother’s Day Breakfast and Spring events.  
 

Joy and Peace, Cathy Jeffers 
 



  Chicken Noodle 

 Vegetable Bean  

 Split Pea & Ham  

 Stuffed Pepper 

 Moroccan Lentil 

 Vegetable Beef    

New Life Circle meeting will be Feb 24th to help sort Gift Day 

items and discuss the Spaghetti Dinner. 

New Life Circle  

Soup Sundays in  

February 9th & March 15th, 2020 

$7 / quart 

FRIENDSHIP CIRCLE 

COFFEE HOUR  

After Sunday Service 

 

Feb 2—Frank & Carol Shattuck 

Feb 9—Boy Scouts 

Feb 16—Michelle Wilson & Chickie O’Toole 

Feb 23—Andra Hankey & Colleen Driscoll 

 



 

 

DID YOU KNOW? 

We only have 14 Niches available in our             
Columbarium?  You can reserve one now for future 
use.   
 

The cost is $750 per Niche.   

Payment terms are available.   
 

Act now to ensure you or a loved one will have a 
resting place in our Church when the time comes. 
 

For information contact Robin in the Church office 
at 992-4211. 

Sunday School:  Our LiFT theme for February is “Snuggle Up with God.” New 

families are welcome to join us at 9:30 in Sunday School room 5.  We are still 

collecting change every second Sunday to support the Heifer Project. So 

please bring in your pocket change on February 9th.  In this photo the kids are 

trying out our Climbing Mountain Climber after reading Luke 9:28-36. 

 

 

Vacation Bible School: Knights of North Castle starter kit has arrived. Join us on a quest for 
the King’s armor! Please put the week of August 17 – 21, 2020 on your calendar for VBS. 
Planning will begin soon. Contact Cathy Jeffers (cathymjeffers@gmail.com) if you would like 
to help with planning and set decorating. 
 

CAMP NEWS 

Registration is now open for an exciting slate of 2020 summer programs at Casowasco, Sky 

Lake, and Skye Farm!  Additionally, Asbury Retreat Center will continue to offer exciting re-

treat opportunities for children, youth, and adults throughout the summer season.  For more 

information go to “Asbury Camp and Retreat Center” website. This year each camp will han-

dle its own registration. 

mailto:cathymjeffers@gmail.com




 

Stephen Ministers are the After People.  They are 
ready to come alongside you—or your friends, 
neighbors, coworkers, or relatives—and provide 
comfort and support for as long after as needed.  If 
you’d like more information or would like to speak 
with a Stephen Minister, please contact Diana 
Graovac, Kevin Karstedt, or Pastor Kate Nicol. 

March 2020 

 

Pastor Kate will be on vacation 2/16/20—2/23/20.. 

 

Coming Up In 

 

 

Tue, 3/3—Trustee Meeting 

Sat. 3/7—Catch the Spirit Workshop  

Sun.3/8—Girl Scout Cookie Sale 

Sun. 3/15—Soup & Pie Sale 

Tue, 3/17—All Church Meeting 

Wed, 3/18—Eden Respite 

 

 

2nd & 4th THURSDAY BIBLE STUDY @  

FOUR CORNERS CAFÉ —7AM 

SUNDAY BIBLE SCHOOL—9:30 AM 

SUNDAY CHOIR PRACTICE—10:00 AM 

SUNDAY WORSHIP—11 AM 

SUNDAY BELLS PRACTICE—12PM 

MONDAY BIBLE STUDY—9:30 AM 

TUESDAY EDEN CHORALE—7PM 

WEDNESDAY -DULCIMERS 10-11:30AM 

WEDNESDAY UNSHAKABLES—7PM-8:30PM 

FRIDAY DULCIMERS—10AM-12PM 

SATURDAY ZUMBA—9AM-10AM 

Congratulations to      

June (Longbine) Pericak!  

She just passed her 6th        

actuary test. 6 down 2 to go!  

Join us at  

Four Corners Cafe 

the 2nd & 4th Thursday of the month 

7am-8:30am 

Please note– I will be on vacation so 

the Office will be Closed Wed, Feb. 

19—Wed, Feb. 26.   I can be reached 

via email or text.  Thank you, Robin   


