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Dear Church,
I have to say this one more time: I am so grateful that we gathered in person for Christmas. It was a wonderful
experience celebrating the birth of our Savior. As we have begun to do some of the things that we were
prevented from early in the pandemic, it has become very clear to me that we must continue to seek a way to
gather in person while offering options for remote participation.
For those of you engaging in worship online I want to encourage you to greet one another if you are on at the
same time. There are ways to create fellowship virtually, although it takes more effort. The truth is that being the
church takes more effort than the time we devote to it whether in person or virtually. So, moving forward in our
current time will require us to take the extra step of reaching out to people within the church without the
constant of in person contact.
For those who are attending in person remember those who are unable to gather in person. Reach out to people
you haven’t seen. I know it’s been difficult for some to get back into the habit of church and church activities in
person. The truth about the difficulties of building fellowship online apply to in person as well. We must make the
effort to talk with people who are part of this Body of Christ, so do that in person, by phone, text, whatever
medium you are most comfortable with, use it.
I also want to invite/remind all of us of our opportunities for study. We do offer several opportunities for in
person study. There is the Monday morning Women’s Study. Pastor Jim’s Thursday study about aging, and my
study with Pastor Tom Lutz at the Four Corners Restaurant on the 2 nd and 4th Thursdays at 7am. We do not
currently have a virtual option. I would like to offer a virtual study on Romans. I am still working out the kinks in
my own schedule. I intend to offer this option virtually and, in the evening, as I know we do not currently offer an
evening option for study. Again, this is one of the ways of moving forward in the current state of the pandemic
and the current state of the world.
The final thing I want to encourage is conversation around ideas for study or mission as we continue through this
pandemic. We’ve already started the blessings box, giving out those same supplies at the food cupboard, and our
free library. What else can we add to that list? I want to encourage you to share those ideas with me and
members of the leadership team. Let’s see what inspiration the Spirit is offering to the whole body of Christ, and
not just the Pastor and the Leadership team. You can send an email, call me. My email is pastor.kate.nicol@gmail.com
and my phone number is 617-792-2706 (it’s a cell so you can send texts too). Let’s keep talking and seeking God’s
guidance on how to be the church in the contemporary world.
Yours In Christ, Pastor Kate

Mission Statement
The Eden United Methodist Church defines its mission: “To make disciples
of Jesus Christ through worship, witness, study, service and fellowship.”
Our Vision
“Offering life-changing grace, hope, healing and hospitality to all.”

You can reach us by emailing the office at edenumc1@gmail.com or by calling 992-4211.

SUNDAY WORSHIP at 11 AM
Join us or you can watch Live-streaming on our web site:
www.EdenNYUMC.org and click on FACEBOOK button
Or To listen in to Worship you can call in via zoom.
UPDATED BUILDING MASK POLICY:
Upon entering the building, EVERYONE is required to wear a mask.

·

·

For groups and meetings, everyone must sign in. An attendance sheet is provided.

·

Please notify the office if you or someone that has been in the building recently
has tested positive for COVID.

·

If you are not feeling well or have any cold or COVID-like symptoms, please stay at home.

Help Wanted


Scripture Readers



Acolyte.



Communion Servers



Special Music

FEBRUARY VOLUNTEERS

Pianist:

Worship Leader: Jim Munro
Audio/Visual:

Please contact the office to sign up

Dave Gawronski

Mike Forster

This is a great way to give!
Did you know you can contribute on-line to EUMC?

https://www.edennyumc.org/online-giving.html
Or download the

Tithe.ly app and choose Eden UMC
Or give via

PayPal by going to the
EdenNYUMC.org web site and
click on the PayPal button or scan the QR code..
If you have any questions, please call the office. Or you
can mail in your contribution to the Church at
2820 E. Church St, Eden, NY 14057.

Other Ways to Give












Can & Bottles—All can/bottle donations support the Missions Fund,
make it a point to bring your donations to church with you once a month.
Clothing Shed—The church is rewarded when you drop off your gently
used clothing to St. Pauly’s Clothing Shed.
GLP Fund—The Church collects donations to help those with an
emergency.
Blessing Box—We collect personal care items and cleaning products to
distribute to those in need.
2nd Sunday—The Sunday School classes collect loose change for the
Heifer Project.
4th Sunday we collect food and monetary donations for the Eden North
Collins food pantry.

UMW Sunday will be Feb 20th with the World Day of Prayer service.

World Day of Prayer is a worldwide movement of Christian women of many traditions from 170 countries who come together to observe a common day of prayer each
year. This year’s theme , “I Know the Plans I Have for You” (Jeremiah 29:11)

is based on the letter from the prophet Jeremiah to the survivors carried into
exile from Jerusalem to Babylon by King Nebuchadnezzar. The program
was written by the women of England. We will be asking women to serve as
readers. Please join us for this very special Sunday service.
Sunday Soup Sales continue on Sunday, Feb 13th and March 13th. Each
quart of soup costs $7 and will be available after church that Sunday.
Proceeds of the sale support UMW programs such as the Reading Program,
registration for district events, camperships and VBS.
Thank you to all for your generous donations for the Welcome Kit for a

Journey’s End refugee family in Buffalo. Dawn and Peter Zopp delivered our items
on January 21st.

The UMW Reading Program books are kept on a cart in the Narthex and in
the church library with a sign out sheet. Sign out a book to read on a frosty
evening!
UMW Board Planning Meeting:
Monday, Feb 7th at 3:00. Plan for World Day of Prayer.
Joy and Peace, Cathy Jeffers

The 2nd Sunday Soup sale was a success and we
sold out of all the soups.
Thanks New Life Circle and Nancy Golba!.

We cancelled LiFT on Jan 23 because of the snow, so we will be finishing our Joshua unit on February 6, then move on to “God’s Prophets.” We will be learning about Micah, Jeremiah, Isaiah
and John. New families are welcome to join us at 9:30 in Sunday School room 5. We sit in family
groups and wear masks. Our 45 minutes include scripture reading with discussion, game or craft,
song and closing prayer. We are still collecting change every second Sunday to support the Heifer
Project (January collection for Heifer was $24.78.). Please bring in your pocket change on February 13th when you pick up your soup. We also collect food for the Eden/North Collins Food Pantry on fourth Sundays.

LiFT class worked together to build a village with blocks.

Vacation Bible School: “Discovery on Adventure Island” Please put the week of August 15 –
19, 2022 on your calendar for VBS. Planning will begin soon.

SECOND SUNDAY SOUP
February 13 at 12:00 pm
$7 / quart
Also available for drive up, take-out (pre-order) under the church portico
starting at 12:15. Contact the office to pre-order. There will be limited quantities.
We will be selling homemade soup & Pies on March 13.
The proceeds from these sales are part of our UMW budget.

REFUGEE WELCOME KIT
A HUGE THANK YOU to everyone, as individuals and groups, who helped
with the Journeys End Refugee Welcome Kit mission project. It was quite
an undertaking and you, as always, came through in an overwhelming
show of generously.
On Friday (1/21) Dawn & Peter delivered all of the items and Tops gift card to Journey’s End at
the Tri-Main Center in Buffalo. They were amazed with everything we brought. The next step is for
Journey’s End “Home Again” volunteers (family members, friends, groups) to take these items and
transform barren apartments into cozy homes for newly-arrived refugee families, bringing a sense
of security to families that have so little to start their new lives in Buffalo.
If you would like more information about Journey’s End Refugee Services, Inc. their website is
jersbuffalo.org or like them on Facebook. They also have a fabulous WNY Refugee Film Festival
www.wnyrff.org.

Eden United Methodist Church Friends
We’re happy to report that 2021 was a record year. Over
40 million pounds of clothing were donated to our clothing
sheds! 47,415 lbs. of clothing were donated to your shed
in 2021 which was enough to clothe an estimated 8,734
people all over the world. Based on this volume of clothing, Eden UMC received $1,897.
Thank you so much for partnering with us on this. We truly appreciate all the support
you continue to give to the clothing shed program!
Sincerely, St. Pauly Textile

Kudos to Doris Hadley, Nancy Golba, Dawn Zopp, Jim Munro, and Cyndi
Winiasz for all your hard work in maintaining and keeping the shed
organized! Thank you!

Ruth Bader Ginsburg
Joan Ruth Bader was born in Brooklyn in 1933 to a Jewish family. In school,
since there were several Joans in her class, she began to go by her middle
name, Ruth. She was very smart, graduating high school at age 15 at the top
of her class. She attended Cornell University for her undergraduate degree,
graduating in 1954 at the top of her class, after which she married fellow
Cornell alumni Martin Ginsburg, a Jewish man also from the New York City
area. After Cornell her husband was drafted for two years of military service.
When her husband returned from the military they both enrolled in Harvard Law School. Ruth was
one of only 9 women in a class of 500 and was ostracized by even the highest level authorities there
for stealing a seat that should have belonged to a man, despite being number one in her class.
When her husband was offered a position with a NY City law firm, first child in tow, she transferred
to Columbia Law School where she graduated number one in her class.
After obtaining her law degree she had difficulty once again, as she was not offered a position as a
lawyer because of her gender and instead had to accept a position as a court clerk. Two years later
she became a professor at Rutgers and next moved on to Columbia, where she became the first
female tenured law professor.
During this time she also pursued her other passion, civil liberties. She directed the influential
Women’s Rights Project of the American Civil Liberties Union during the 1970s. During this time she
successfully argued six gender discrimination cases in front of the U.S. Supreme Court. In 1980,
President Jimmy Carter appointed her to the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia. In
1993, President Clinton appointed her to the U.S. Supreme Court where she became the first Jewish
female justice. Justice Ginsburg continued to champion gender equality and worked with President
Obama to pass the very first piece of legislation he signed, the Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act of 2009.
Ruth was very driven, working out with a personal trainer every day. When she was on the court she
worked out in the Supreme Court’s exercise room and for many years, at 5’1” she could out press
two of the male justices. She was equally as driven, never backing away in her fight for her career
and for equality and justice.
Now for a bit of local information. Our own Chickie O’Toole was a friend of the Ginsburgs. It began
when Chickie and Martin, Ruth’s husband attended school together and were seated by each other,
since both of their last names started with “G”. The friendship grew form there and endured
throughout their lives. Ruth sent Chickie a copy of the cookbook Martin penned and sent her two
front row seat tickets when she spoke at the University of Buffalo just a few years ago, telling
Chickie to bring her daughter. It was special when Chickie read the last letter that she had received
from Ruth, written shortly before her death, to the Friendship Circle.

Safe Sanctuaries ZOOM Training
Anyone working with children and with the Respite program
please try to attend.
The Safe Sanctuaries training will be held:
Saturday February 26th
9AM to 12:30PM via ZOOM
REGISTRATION WILL CLOSE: SATURDAY FEBRUARY 19, 2022 AT NOON. If you are
not registered by that time, you will not be able to attend this event. At this time
there are no other trainings scheduled, so we recommend getting registered as
soon as possible.
The training will follow the revised ZOOM curriculum developed by the Upper
New York Annual Conference Safe Sanctuaries Team, educating those involved in
ministries who work with children and vulnerable adults on risks and prevention
strategies related to abuse.
The training will be facilitated by Arlene Schmidt and Pastor Christine Mitchell,
UNY Conference Safe Sanctuaries Co-Chairs.
Please register at https://uny-ss-basic-feb26.eventbrite.com
The participant curriculum packet is available on the Eventbrite event page via
download. We recommend printing or asking your church office to print this
packet for you prior to signing into the training.
Please remember that all persons being trained MUST be on their own personal
device (i.e. Computer, laptop, tablet, phone, etc.)
For more information on Safe Sanctuaries, and on background checks, click here.

MONDAY MORNING
With Carol Brodie
at 9:30 am in Room 2
On January 10th we will be starting a new
study called “Overcomer” that will last 6
weeks. The description of the study..
“Many people feel they are less than
God says they are. We get our identity
from our careers, our positions on issues,
family roles and others things. This small
group study includes a DVD Movie then a
DVD study with 5 sessions on how we
determine our identity & how we can find
our true identity in Christ.”
Come join us in Room 2 at 9:30am for
fellowship, prayer and learning. We are
growing together in the knowledge of our
Father, His Son and the Holy Spirit.

Prayers with
Pastor Kate
Join Pastor Kate in weekly
Prayer every Wednesday
at 12 Noon via zoom
Everyone welcome!

Hosted by
Pastor Jim Hankey
Every Thursday at 2pm
in Room 2
“GROWING OLDER IS NOT AN OPTION,
BUT HOW WE RESPOND TO IT CLEARLY IS.”

Join us for bible study

with Pastor Kate
& Pastor Lutz
2nd and 4th
Thursday at 7am
Four Corners Restaurant

A Time For Celebration
“Come, follow me,’ Jesus said, ‘and I will make you fishers
of men.’ At once they left their nets and followed him.”
Matthew 4:19-20
Commissioning Service
for Stephen Ministers

Stephen Ministry, Christian lay caring ministry for those in
need, is a vital part of our congregation’s mission. On
Sunday, February 6th we will commission Debra O’Connor
and Bruce Peterson in our congregation. Join in the
celebration! Come pray for and show your support for this
caring ministry and these gifted people whom God has
called and equipped for this important role in our
congregation. Join us after worship in the fellowship hall
for a reception.

Elizabeth Schuyler is second in
recent history to be baptized at
EUMC by emersion.
January 23, 2022 was a very
cold and snowy Sunday. Adding
prepared hot water, members
of the congregation community
of Christ helped warm the
waters of the baptismal pool.

John Schuyler, father of Elizabeth,
Elizabeth Schuyler, Pastor Kate Nicol

Trustee Meeting
February 1 at 7pm

Leadership Meeting
February 15 at 7pm

SPPRC Meeting
February 8 at 7pm
Stephen Minister
Supervision Meetings
2nd Tuesdays at 10am and
3rd Mondays at 7pm

Andrew Nicol—2/1
Robin Winiasz—2/12
Cathy Jeffers—2/15
Henry Wilson—2/15
If you’d like more information or would
like to speak with a Stephen Minister,
please contact Diana Graovac, Kevin
Karstedt, or Pastor Kate Nicol.

Elizabeth Schuyler on her
baptism into the Church
If you have a birthday or celebration,
please call or email the office.

We are looking for newer pictures of
individuals and families to add to our
Worship service and live-steam. Please
submit pictures to the office or email them
to edenumc1@gmail.com. Thank you.

Has your address, contact number or email changed? Please contact the office to let us know.

