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Dear Eden UMC,
I’ve seen many letters and various posts talking about how great it will be to leave 2020 behind, and that
somehow turning the page in the calendar will get us to a better place. I wish things were that simple. I
also think that even though 2020 has been a hard year for almost all of us, we have still experienced things
we can celebrate. I am not typically a person who looks for the positive in everything. I lean realist to
pessimist most days, but this pandemic has taught me the importance of looking for things that bring joy,
or just a quick smile.
There are many things about our current circumstances that are difficult, frustrating, and stressful, but one
thing I’ve enjoyed is regular walks around Eden with David; another has been exploring new places to hike
as part of Phys ed with my kids (we are homeschooling them this year). I have deeply appreciated the
cards, letters, and emails that I have received when my family has dealt with setbacks and difficulties. I
genuinely appreciate the encouragement offered as we’ve learned how to offer online worship more
effectively. I am so thankful for the work that a few people have put forth to keep us worshiping even
when it’s just online, or who’ve maintained the building, kept the office open, or served the community
through the blessings box ministry.
I want to encourage as many people as possible to read through the Bible, either with Beth Campbell or
with your household this year. I encouraged us early in the pandemic to use this time to grow closer with
God. Reading scripture is one way we can grow in our relationship with God. We can set a daily time for
prayer, both for petition and for thanksgiving.
What are things that have brought you joy or a smile to your face this year? What habits have you changed
that have been good for you this past year that you will maintain in the new year? Share what’s worked
with those you know, send me an email or text and let me know what works. As always keep praying, keep
hoping, and keep faith in God.
Yours in Christ,
Pastor Kate

Mission Statement
The Eden United Methodist Church defines its mission: “To make disciples
of Jesus Christ through worship, witness, study, service and fellowship.”
Our Vision
“Offering life-changing grace, hope, healing and hospitality to all.”

The Office is Closed

You can reach us by emailing the office at edenumc1@gmail.com or by calling 992-4211.

SUNDAY WORSHIP at 11 AM
Join us for Live-streaming on our web site:
www.EdenNYUMC.org and click on FACEBOOK button
Or To listen in to Worship you can call in to Zoom at

1-646-558-8656 Meeting ID: 9029014778# Password: 376781#

JANUARY VOLUNTEERS
Scripture Readers

Pianist:

Dave Gawronski

Jan. 3

Cathy Jeffers

Organist:

Michelle Munro

Laura Forster

Worship Leader: Jim Munro

Jan. 10

TBD

Audio/Visual:

Jan. 17

TBD

Jan. 24

TBD

Jan. 31

TBD

Looking for some additional volunteers that
can record scripture readings, special music
or a testimony. We’d love to hear from you!
Please call the office more details.

Mike Forster

Email us your pictures & special events
Share your testimony by video – “Why do you follow Jesus?”
Send us a music video of playing church appropriate music.
Would you like to do a recorded scripture reading?

This is a great way to give!
Did you know you can contribute on-line to EUMC?

https://www.edennyumc.org/online-giving.html
Or download the

Tithe.ly app and choose Eden UMC
Or give via

PayPal by going to the
EdenNYUMC.org web site and
click on the PayPal button.
If you have any questions, please call the office. If you are not tech savvy,
you can still mail in your contribution to the Church at
2820 E. Church St, Eden, NY 14057.

Other Ways to Give
•

Can & Bottles—All can/bottle donations support the Missions Fund, make it a point to bring
your donations to church with you once a month.

•

Clothing Shed—The church is rewarded when you drop off your gently used clothing to St.
Pauly’s Clothing Shed.

•

GLP Fund—The Church collects donations to help those with an emergency.

•

Blessing Box—We collect personal care items and cleaning products to distribute to those in
need.

•

2nd Sunday we collect loose change for the Sunday School classes and the Heifer Project.

•

4th Sunday we collect food and monetary donations for the Eden North Collins food pantry.

•

Box Tops- Collected and donated to Eden Central Schools.

•

Charity Miles-Do you have a smart phone? Do you walk, run, or bike as part of your fitness
program? There is a free app "Charity Miles" you can download to your phone and turn on before you workout. There are over 30 charities to choose from and you can even pick a different
one every time. When you finish your workout you stop the running app and a donation is
made to your charity by a sponsor. Check it out, every mile matters!

Our December “Second Sunday Soup Sales” with the pre-order, drive up sale, was a great success. Look for
some new kinds on January 10th made by New Life Circle. We are selling quart containers of homemade soup for
$7, take-out only under the church portico starting at 12:15. An email will be sent out with the details for preorders. We will be selling homemade soup again on Feb 14th and March 14th. The proceeds from these sales are
part of our UMW budget.
Niagara Frontier District UMW is sponsoring a Zoom discussion of the book “So You Want to Talk about
Race” by Ijeoma Oluo on Saturday, January 16th. This is a follow up to the November 7th discussion. Let me
know if you would like to participate and I will send you the Zoom link. In the Spring the district UMW will have
a drive up Gift Day. More information will be out in February.
The next board meetings will be Jan. 4 and Feb 1, 2021 at 3:00 PM. We will be planning the service for UMW
Sunday in February with World Day of Prayer. The theme for World Day of Prayer is from Matthew 7:24-27
about the two house builders and is written by the women of Vanuatu, which is an island nation in the South
Pacific Ocean.
Thank you for supporting UMW and missions in our church and around the world.
Joy and Peace,
Cathy Jeffers
Looking Ahead:
Jan. 4
3:00 PM
Board Meeting
Jan. 16
10:00 AM
So You Want to Talk about Race
Feb. 1
3:00 PM
Board Meeting
Feb. 21
11:00 AM
UMW Sunday with World Day of Prayer

Gratitude and Thanks To...


Friendship Circle—they prepared 15 Christmas Soup Gift Bags for our Senior Church and Community
members and 30 Personal Care Christmas Gift Bags for Turning Point. These were welcomed
Christmas gifts!



Ingrid and Wilson Sudzinski for setting up and lighting of the way .



Cynthia Winiasz for the beautiful photography of our town. The photography made for a beautiful
Christmas slide show put together by Mike Forster.

Stay tuned for our Soup Sunday!
Sunday, January 10th
Drive-thru pick up at 12:15 pm
There will be different types of soup available
for $7 a quart.
An email will come out on pre-ordering.

Sunday School LiFT
The LiFT class is meeting Sunday mornings at 10:00. Our January theme is God's People
Lost and Found.
Thank you to Laura LeBaron and Lori Motak for sending in photos of past
Christmas plays. It was fun to see those pictures before the Sunday morning live stream
service.
Congratulations to Abraham Nicol on writing a terrific play for this unusual year.
“Christmas Pageant of 2020” was performed via Zoom, recorded and viewed during
church service on December 20th. We missed having a live audience, cookies and cocoa,
and the visit by Santa, but we are so grateful to still be able to present the message of
the season. Thank you to our cast: Abraham Nicol (Angel Gabriel and Magi 2), Lila
Schuyler (Mary), Anthony (Joseph), Elizabeth Schuyler (Innkeeper), Victoria Anderson
(Shepherd 1), Andrew Nicol (Shepherd 2), and Connor Maloney (Magi 1).
Our LiFT class meets in family groups at 10 AM in room 5/6. We will continue to
collect coins for the Heifer Project on second Sundays (December collection for Heifer
was $36.50.) We collect food for the Eden/North Collins Food Pantry on fourth Sundays.
Garrett and Spencer Smith went a step further and sold hand-made air fresheners. They
purchased gift cards with the proceeds and donated them to the Eden/North Collins
Food Pantry. We are so proud of these boys who are truly showing God’s love in action!
Joy and Peace,
Cathy Jeffers

Columbarium Niches
We only have 12 Niches available in our Columbarium. You
can reserve one now for future use.
The cost is $750 per Niche.
Payment terms are available.
Act now to ensure you or a loved one will have a resting
place in our Church when the time comes.
For information contact Robin in the Church office at
992-4211.

UMW Reading Program – Books on Race
The purpose of the Reading Program is to better understand and participate in God’s mission today, to increase sensitivity to
all human beings, to explore contemporary issues, and to enhance and act on self-knowledge.
The year 2020 was tumultuous and uncertain. A global pandemic highlighted the importance of connection, even (or especially) while social distancing. Reading books at home and sharing them with friends and family—through email, phone, or
video calls—can be a way to relax and engage in the world without leaving home.
The year also marked a civil rights uprising. Black lives matter—and Americans are raising consciousness and moving the
country towards great social, political and cultural change, opposing police brutality, systemic racism and anti-Blackness. The
Reading Program has always included books showcasing diverse characters and provoking critical thinking about many issues, including race and racism. We hope you’ll read at least one of these books that center stories around the Black experience and elevate our understanding of how to be anti-racist.

The Reading Program is open to all. The books listed below are specifically about race relations and are on a table in the Narthex. Additional UMW books are in the library adjacent to the
Narthex.
To check out a book, just sign it out on the sign-out sheet on the table with your name and the date
you check it out. Please remember to also fill in the date returned.
Title
I’m Still Here: Black Dignity in a World Made for Whiteness
White Fragility: Why it’s so Hard for White People to Talk About
Racism
The Hate U Give
So You Want to Talk About Race
Ghost Boys
Midnight Teacher: Lilly Ann Granderson and Her Secret School
Burden: A Preacher, a Klansman and a true story of Redemption in
the Modern South
Pushout: The Criminalization of Black Girls in Schools
The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks
No Turning Back: My Summer with Daddy King

Author
Austin Channing Brown
Robin Diangelo
Angie Thomas
Ijeoma Oluo
Jewell Parker Rhodes
Janet Halfmann
Courtney Hargrave
Monique W. Morris
Rebecca Skloot
Gurdon Brewster

MONDAY BIBLE STUDY WITH CAROL BRODIE
Monday morning Bible Study is resuming on January 4th by zoom and phone
call in. We will be doing the study God is Closer than You Think by John Ortberg
which was stopped when the church was shut down. The DVD for the first 2
sessions will be repeated the first week to jog our memory and to allow new
people to join in. The study will run for 5 weeks, January 4th through February
1st. Please call Carol Brodie to join the study and to get assistance in on
computer log in or phone call in.

There’s still time to join the group who will be reading through the Bible in 2021! We will
be using a plan that lays out readings for 25 days each month, allowing a few days for catchup, getting ahead, re-reading or reflecting each month. We’ll also be meeting Wednesday’s
at 7:00 pm to discuss and learn from each other.
If you’d like to read along with us, whether you join or discussions or not, let me know and I
will email you the plan. My email is eac4912@gmail.com.

~Beth Campbell

Prayer with Pastor Kate
Join Pastor Kate in weekly Prayer
every Wednesday at 12 Noon
for 30 minutes of prayer via Zoom or
you can call-in to listen. Contact the office for a Zoom
invite. Everyone welcome!

If you’d like more information or would like to speak with a
Stephen Minister, please contact Diana Graovac, Kevin
Karstedt, or Pastor Kate Nicol.
Stephen Ministry Supervision Meeting will be
Tuesday, January 12 at 10:00 am & Monday, January 18
at 7:00 pm via Zoom.

UMW Board Meeting
Monday, January 4, 2021
at 3:00 pm—Zoom

Trustee Meeting
Election of Officers
Tuesday, January 5, 2021
7 pm in Fellowship Hall

SPPRC Zoom Meeting

All Church Meeting

Tuesday, January 12, 2021

Tuesday, January 19, 2021

at 7 pm—Zoom

at 7 pm—Zoom

Gloria Nedimyer – December 30th
Rebecca Langdon – December 31st
(1st birthday!!)
Chase Michael Ferro—December 31st
(Beth Campbell’s new grandson)
Debbie Longbine – December 31st
Pastor David Nicol – January 1st
James Hankey – January 3rd
Carol Lewis – January 3rd
Joyce Maggs – January 3rd
( 92nd Birthday!!)

Or you can call Robin in the office at 992-4211 to
schedule your appointment.

