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Dear Eden UMC Family,
I want to thank you for your prayers and patience as we navigate reopening. I know many of you
see your friends and neighbors going back to worship and are wondering why we have not. I wish
the answer were simple, but it’s not. We miss you too and WE WILL SEE YOU SOON! Per the
Upper NY Conference’s recommendation, we are taking a cautious approach, but you can trust
this, we will reopen, and when we do, WE WILL CELEBRATE!
Here’s what we’re working on:
1.

2.
3.

4.

Hiring an additional person to help clean the church
a. This is necessary so that we can follow the needed cleaning protocols to keep bathrooms open
during worship.
Waiting on an order of hand sanitizer dispensers
a. These are also needed for us to reopen.
We have begun the process of organizing the sanctuary.
a. The children’s area is removed
b. The pews are marked for use
c. There are distance markers for when you enter the sanctuary much like at a store.
Most of the building will remain unused and there is signage to indicate that.

It will be different. But we are in this season, so let’s EMBRACE IT! We will check our temperatures at the door,
wear our masks, track who enters the building, and also continue to provide online worship for those who are
not able to wear a mask or who otherwise cannot join us for in person worship.
Many of us have had to learn new ways of doing things, and at least for a time, give up treasured things. We are
experiencing grief and loss. It is important to acknowledge that loss and the mourning that accompanies that
grief and loss. When we gather, we will not be singing, mourn this loss. But in our time of mourning let’s not lose
our creativity. God hears our cries, knows our concerns, and walks with us in this time of uncertainty. God enjoys
whatever worship we have to offer.
LET’S WORSHIP!
In Luke, Jesus told the Pharisees that “if they (His followers) keep quiet, the stones will cry out.” So since we
must refrain from praising with our voices for a time, let’s bring the “stones”! There are so many ways to make a
joyful noise unto the Lord, and we want to encourage you to start planning now. When we join together for
In-person worship again, bring an Instrument! Drums, shakers, triangles, wooden blocks, New Year’s Eve
noisemakers… whatever simple instrument you have at home (or Google how to make one!), bring it to raise up
your “other voice” during the music, and of course your hands are always with you for clapping along too (our
Lay Leader, Liza Gutierrez, was inspired by Cathy Jeffers maracas basket)!
We’re still here. We’ll see each other soon. And as always, we have so much to be thankful for. An opening date
will be coming soon, so get those instruments ready and Praise God!

Grace and Peace, Pastor Kate Nicol

Mission Statement
The Eden United Methodist Church defines its mission: “To make disciples
of Jesus Christ through worship, witness, study, service and fellowship.”
Our Vision
“Offering life-changing grace, hope, healing and hospitality to all.”

The Office is Closed

We are working from home. You can reach us by emailing the office at edenumc1@gmail.com
or by calling 992-4211. Calls and emails will be responded to as early as possible.

This is a great way to give!
Did you know you can contribute on-line to EUMC?

https://www.edennyumc.org/online-giving.html
Or download the

Tithe.ly app and choose Eden UMC
Or give via

PayPal by going to the
EdenNYUMC.org web site and
click on the PayPal button.
If you have any questions, please call the office. If you are not tech savvy,
you can still mail in your contribution to the Church at
2820 E. Church St, Eden, NY 14057.
SUNDAY WORSHIP at 11 AM

Join us for Live-streaming on our web site:
www.EdenNYUMC.org and click on FACEBOOK button
Or To listen in to Worship you can call in to Zoom at
1-646-558-8656 Meeting ID: 9029014778# Password: 376781#

Our library box is in. It is ready for books. Please drop them off under the portico.
We are looking for children's books; books for education and fictional books.
Please keep in mind it represents the church. Thank you to Tim Schnaufer for
building this!
If you are interested in helping oversee the library, please let Pastor Kate know.

Several people have asked for information about the books I have recommended during worship
regarding racism, and white privilege:
1. White Fragility: Why It's so Hard for What People to Talk About Racism, by Robin Diangelo

a. Here's a link to a lecture in which she distills some of the book:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=45ey4jgoxeU
2. I'm Still Here: Black Dignity in a World Made For Whiteness, by Austin Channing Brown
a. Channing-Brown is a Christian. One of the many things she explores is what it's like to
be a black woman in mainly white Christian settings.
b. Here's a Theo Ed Talk she gave on being created in God's image and reckless love

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=20Tgb1L5Bgw
3. I also want to recommend another book on dealing with trauma:
The Body Keeps the Score: Brain, Mind, and Body in the Healing of Trauma,
by Besel Van Der Kolk
May you be blessed and grow in your faith as you explore these ideas and concepts.
~Pastor Kate

As we enter the summer season, we need your input for programs for the coming year. Please
come to the meeting or pass along any ideas to your circle chairperson or Cathy Jeffers before
our planning meeting on July 6th. Also, circles, please give your information for your 20202021 year (officers, meeting dates and programs) to Robin in the church office by August 1st
for the coming year so she can put together the UMW program book.
Reading Program: For those who are reading from the UMW library for the Reading Program,
you have about six weeks to finish your book(s). We need to send in the names of participants
in mid-August. You still have time to find an inspiring book for summer reading.

Three books on the timely topic of Racial Justice have been ordered by UMW for
our Reading Program and will be available to check out.
"I'm Still Here..." and "The Body Keeps the Score..." are to arrive around July
5th. White Fragility should arrive around July 12th. When the books arrive they
will be placed on the UMW bookshelf in the library off the Narthex.
The Blessing Box is being used! Beth Campbell, Lori Motak, Josie Peterson and I have been
checking it twice a week. We have restocked several times now and our supply is getting low.
If you can, when you are shopping, please pick up an extra to donate. Place donations in the
bins on the stairs under the portico. Thanks to all for making this new project a success!
Peace and Joy, Cathy Jeffers

Wednesday Prayer with Pastor Kate
Join Pastor Kate in weekly Prayer every Wednesday at
12 Noon for 30 minutes of prayer via Zoom or
you can call-in to listen. Everyone welcome!
Please call the office for details on how.

Fellow Christians -

Garbage bags
Shampoo/conditioner
Our Blessings Box - wow! We check it twice a Deodorant
week, and can tell you it is being WELL used. Band aides
It’s wonderful that we have found a need in
Diapers
our community that we are able to fill.
Body wash
We are running low on supplies again though. Items can be left in the box; however, if you
Any and all cleaning or personal care items
leave them in the bins under the portico, it
will be used; at the moment we really need: allows us to label and track them.
Laundry detergent
General purpose cleaners
Dishwashing detergent
Window cleaner
Toilet paper
Sponges

With your help, we will keep our box well
stocked. Thank you and God bless you!!!
Cathy, Lori, Josie and Beth The Blessing Box Crew

Vacation Bible School
Knights of North Castle:
Quest for the King’s Armor
August 17 - 21, 2020 for kids ages 4 - 12

Some form of VBS will happen this year. I am not sure yet what it will look
like. Cokesbury has offered a watch from home video option with craft and
science kits. I would love your input, especially if you have kids that
attend. Please send me an email: cathymjeffers@gmail.com

Help Us Stay Connected!


Email us your pictures



Share your testimony by video – “Why do you follow Jesus?”



Send us a music video of playing church appropriate music



Would you like to do a recorded scripture reading? Let us know. We need
readers for the month of JULY.

Anything you send us will be shown during worship on FaceBook and YouTube.
Contact the church office at 992-4211 or email us for details on how to do it.

Stephen Ministers are the After People. They are
ready to come alongside you—or your friends,
neighbors, coworkers, or relatives—and provide
comfort and support for as long after as needed. If
you’d like more information or would like to speak
with a Stephen Minister, please contact Diana
Graovac, Kevin Karstedt, or Pastor Kate Nicol.
Stephen Ministry Supervision Meeting will be
July 14, at 3:00PM via Zoom.

I am pleased to announce that Gavin Hill was awarded the
Teague Scholarship on Sunday, June 28th. He will be attending
Roberts Wesleyan College in the fall studying Ministry with an
ultimate goal of a Masters of Divinity and becoming a Navy
Chaplain. Please join me in congratulating him and continue
to encourage him as he sets out on this path of service. Gavin
is the 50th recipient of the Teague Scholarship.

Congratulations Gavin!
The Teague Scholarship Fund was given in memory of The Rev & Mrs.
Louis C Teague by their children, Charles and Barbara, in 1997. Rev.
Teague was the pastor of EUMC for 12 years from 1964 to 1976.
Rev. Teague and his wife were both from the Chicago area. Rev.
Teague graduated from the Colgate-Rochester Divinity School in
Rochester. He minored in Music and worked his way through
seminary by teaching instrumental music in a nearby high school. He
was ordained and married to Bernice in 1936. He started his ministry
in Bergen. He was in Lancaster before coming to Eden.
Bernice received her master’s in elementary education from Buffalo
State College in 1962 and taught kindergarten in Lancaster until 1975.
Chuck taught for many years in the Hamburg schools. Barbara was
also a teacher in New Lenox. They are both retired now and living in
New Lenox. I speak with them occasionally and they like to hear
about how the Eden church is doing and learn about the students
who have received scholarships.
Laura Forster
Scholarship Committee, chair

The new Upper Room devotionals are available
at the Church in the Narthex. If you’d like one,
please email or call the Church to make
arrangements to pick one up.
Thank you.

Creative Design
Verna Elling for painting the Graduation sign in front of our building and Henry & Michelle Wilson
for helping with the sign. Michelle Wilson, Verna Elling and Florence Rothaug for the Worship
visuals.
Audio & Video Master
Mike Forster
Scholarship Presentation
Laura Forster
Worship Music
Michelle Munro
Readers & Testimonies
Jim Munro, Cathy Jeffers, Liza Gutierrez, Stephanie Schuyler, George Graovac, Laura Forster,
Phil Quinn, Pastor Jim Hankey, Cheryl Balmas, Julia LeBaron, and Lori Motak.
Communion Service
Diana Graovac, Michelle Wilson, Michelle Munro, Pastor Jim Hankey, and Beth Campbell.
Cleaning Inside Building
Linda Hock, Brenda Schreiner, Cynthia & Thomas Winiasz, Carol Brodie, John Parsons, Wally
O’Connor, Diana & George Graovac, Josie Peterson, Bev Hyatt, Frank Shattuck, Carol Lewis,
Tom & Lori Motak.
Weeding / Landscaping / Planting Flowers
John Parsons, Nancy Parsons, Tom Motak, Sylvia Smith, Marlene Sullivan, Michelle & Henry
Wilson and Diana, George Graovac and Phil Quinn.

Blessing Box Crew
Beth Campbell, Carol Brodie, Cathy Jeffers, Josie Peterson, and Lori Motak.
Library Box
Tim Schnaufer

Eden UMC CONGRATULATES
THE CLASS OF 2020
Thank you to Verna Elling for paining this graduation sign
located in front of the Church for the Eden High School
Graduating Class of 2020 parade!

