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Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

I cannot believe that school is over, and summer is here. VBS prep is fully         

underway, sign-ups for the Corn Fest are already out. I used to think that      

summers were a time to  recoup and rest, but not for Eden UMC. There is work 

to be done, fun to be had. 

The June church picnic was so much fun, we intend to do a another later in the 

summer or early fall. We are also working on formally launching small groups. 

Our intention is to offer a few different options. The groups will meet in homes, 

a lay person will be trained to lead them. It will be a chance for spiritual growth 

and fellowship in Christ. Our intention is to have more  information in            

September. 

If you are still wondering if there is something for you to do, then pray for God’s 

direction and see where the Holy Spirit leads you. Are you called to learn how 

to run a small group, be a volunteer at VBS or the Corn Fest, or something we 

haven’t even thought of yet? I am convinced that if we are led by the Holy Spirit 

we can do great things for God, and things that we see as beyond our capacity. 

I encourage you to keep seeking new ways to serve God and others. Trust that 

God can work though us to share His love with the world, and that the church 

has a place and purpose in our community. Let us be the hands and feet and 

words of Jesus in our community, and the world beyond. 

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Kate 



Mission Statement 

The Eden United Methodist Church defines its mission: “To make disciples       
of Jesus Christ through worship, witness, study, service and fellowship.” 

Our Vision 

“Offering life-changing grace, hope, healing and hospitality to all.” 

   You can reach us by emailing the office at edenumc1@gmail.com or by calling 992-4211.     

SUNDAY WORSHIP at 11 AM  

Join us or you can watch Live-streaming on our web site:  

www.EdenNYUMC.org and click on FACEBOOK button 

Or To listen in to Worship you can call in via zoom.  

 

 Scripture Readers: Nancy Sheffer, Beth 

Campbell, George Graovac, Cathy Jeffers 

 Acolyte. 

 Communion Servers  

 Special Music 
 

 

 

 

 

Pianist:  Dave Gawronski 

Worship Leader:  

Audio/Visual:      Mike Forster/Cyndi Winiasz 

 

  

JULY VOLUNTEERS 

UPDATED BUILDING MASK POLICY: 

 Upon entering the building, a mask is strongly encouraged. 

 Please notify the office if you or someone that has been in the building recently has 
tested  positive for COVID. 

 If you are not feeling well or have any cold or COVID-like symptoms, please stay at 
home. 

Please contact the office to 

sign-up 

Counters Needed for  

Sunday Offerings 

Please apply within!  



Other Ways to Give 

 Can & Bottles—All can/bottle donations support the Missions Fund, 

make it a point to bring your donations to church with you once a month. 

 Clothing Shed—The church is rewarded when you drop off your gently 

used clothing to St. Pauly’s Clothing Shed.  

 GLP Fund—The Church collects donations to help those with an     

emergency. 

 Blessing Box—We collect personal care items and cleaning products to 

distribute to those in need. 

 2nd Sunday—The Sunday School classes collect loose change for the 

Heifer Project. 

 4th Sunday we collect food and monetary donations for the Eden North 

Collins food pantry. 

This is a great way to give!  
 

Did you know you can contribute on-line to EUMC? 
 

 https://www.edennyumc.org/online-giving.html  
Or download the 

Tithe.ly app and choose Eden UMC 

Or give via  

PayPal by going to the  

EdenNYUMC.org web site and  

click on the PayPal button or scan the QR code.. 
 

If you have any questions, please call the office.   Or you  

can mail in your contribution to the Church at  

2820 E. Church St, Eden, NY 14057.   

https://www.edennyumc.org/online-giving.html


As we enter the summer season, we need your input for programs for the coming 

year. Please come to the meeting or pass along any ideas to your circle           

chairperson or Cathy Jeffers before our planning meeting on Monday, July 11th.  

We are not going to print a UWF program book this year. Information will be in 

the church newsletters about upcoming programs. Circles: please send me your     

information so I can include it in these newsletter articles and add it to the 

church calendar.  

Reading Program:  For those who are reading from 

the UWF library for the   Reading Program, you have 

about eight weeks to finish your book(s). The goal is 

to read one book from each of 5 categories. Books 

are marked with the category; the current books are on a table in the narthex.   

We need to send in the names of participants by Sept 1.  You still have time to 

find an inspiring book for summer reading.  
 

Mission U “Who Can We Be Together? Building Communities of Hope and Joy 
will be held on August 18 – 20 at Fayetteville UMC. For details visit                      
unyumw.wixsite.com/website  
        Peace and Joy, Cathy Jeffers 

Sunday School: Living In FaithTogether (LiFT) finished 

for the summer in mid-June. Thank you to all who 

joined us for this adventure. I hope we will see you all 

back in September. Please continue saving your pocket 

change for the    Second Sunday Coin Collection for the 

Heifer Project. Here is a picture of Andrew, Connor and 

Opal with their Pentecost headbands. 





 

 Discovery on Adventure Island  

August 22 – 26, 2022 

From the front of a whimsical lighthouse on tropical,      

enchanted Adventure Island, students begin their quest for 

the light that never goes out. With the help of the Light-
house Keeper and Island expert, Beacon the Puffin, our explorers discover clues 

from their Reference Book (the Bible). 

Each day of VBS includes a Bible story, science activities, art projects, 
games, music and a snack.  

 Register now! All children ages 4 – 12 are invited. VBS is free. We do take a 

daily offering for our mission project. You can use the form here or register on 

line using the link on our church website or at 

https://edennyunitedmethodistchurch.mycokesburyvbs.com/ 

 

Registration is free. (We will take a daily offering for our mission project.) 
 

We need Station Leaders and helpers of all kinds: Bible story actors, puppeteer, 
games, group leaders, AV, etc . Sign on now and join an incredible week of            
adventure and growing in God’s love.  Check your calendar and think about how 
you can help.  Most of our activities will be outside. Opening and closing assembly 
and crafts will be inside. There is a sign-up sheet on the Opportunity Board or talk 
to Cathy Jeffers.    

We will also have some summer work days to make signs and decorations at 
church on Tuesday and Thursday mornings.  

Donation list for VBS: napkins, paper plates, red solo cups, small clear cups, LED tea 
lights, small shells for crafts, animal crackers, red jello, yellow jello, goldfish      
crackers, fruit loops, Crispix cereal, craisins, lemonade mix. Also lighthouse/tropical     
island theme decorations. There will be a bin in the Narthex to place donations. 
Thank you!  

There is a registration form in this newsletter. Please share with 
any family you know that has children ages 4 - 12. 



August 22 – 26, 2022 

          VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL REGISTRATION FORM 

 

Name: _____________________________________________________  Age: _____________ 

Address: _____________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________E-mail  _________________________________ 

Phone: _________________________ Alternate Phone: _______________________________ 

Birth Date: ______________________ Grade Entering: ____________ 

Allergies: _____________________________________________________________________ 

Home Church: _________________________________________________________________ 

_______I give permission for my child’s photo and/or video to be published on the church website.              

 

Parent’s Signature: __________________________________________ Date: _____________ 

We will attend Sunday celebration: _________ 

________ I would be able to help at V.B.S. with _________________________________________ 

Mon._____   Tues. _____   Wed. _____   Thurs._____   Fri._____   Sun. _____         

EDEN UMC FINANCIAL UPDATEEDEN UMC FINANCIAL UPDATEEDEN UMC FINANCIAL UPDATE   

It’s Summer! I expect many members of our congregation will be traveling, even with the current high gas 

prices. If you plan to be away, please give before you go. Better yet, give online from wherever you happen 

to be while watching the live Sunday service. 

Weekly giving is published in the Sunday church bulletins. The weekly giving needed to meet current           

expenses is $4,023, but giving is typically about $1,000 less than that. Cumulatively since January 2022,    

weekly giving has fallen short of current expenses by $10,308.15 through the end of May 2022. Fortunately, 

we have enough cash in the bank to pay bills but funds are diminishing.  

We are all experiencing the effects of inflation, unemployment, and covid, but we need to get beyond this 

because there is still so much for us to do for the Lord.  He calls us to persevere at all times and we can trust 

that He is walking with us and will keep His church strong. Yes, its summer, and yes, there’s inflation, but 

please, if you are capable, give what you can to help cover the day-to-day expenses of the Eden United  

Methodist Church to carry us through to better financial times. 

With the hope of Christ, 

Laura Forster  



  Eden Corn Fest ival  2022  
 
 
The 58th Annual Eden Corn Festival is set for August 4 - 7, 2022.  
 
This year all of our items will be sold out of the Main Stand (no ribs).  We will 
also not have a cashier on the firemen’s side of our booth unless needed.  These 
changes will eliminate many food prep tasks and reduce the number of workers 
needed on a shift. 
 
The main stand will offer our corn chowder, homemade pies, Italian sausage, hamburgers, 
cheeseburgers, hot dogs and pulled pork sandwiches.  Pepsi Products and coffee will also still 
be sold. 
 
This is an all-church project that needs everyone’s help to be successful. Working together as a 
team, the many and varied tasks of this major fundraising event can be accomplished. There are 
many hours of preparation, set up, work during the Corn Festival days and clean up! This    
project has been successful for many years due to the commitment of so many people who are 
involved.  
 
Sign-up sheets for workers to staff our stand are located in the Narthex or you can call the  
office at 716-992-4211 to see how you can help.  More information will be posted on our web 
page EdenNYumc.org   Check your calendar and volunteer for the best time(s) for you, your 
family and your friends. We also need help with both the set up on the Monday before the Corn 
Festival (8/1) and tear down the Monday after (8/8).  If you can help, please be at the stand at   
9 a.m. those days.  Sign up early to save someone from having to make a lot of calls.  
 
Homemade pie bakers are needed! Once again Carol Lewis will be coordinating the supply 
of homemade pies. Freezer space is available for fruit pies made ahead to be baked as needed. 
If you would like to help with the pies but are unable to bake this year, donations towards         
ingredients are always most welcome  Call Carol (716) 480-1671 to see how you can help. 
 
The proceeds from our Corn Festival booth normally help the Trustees with Capital               
Improvement projects.  In recent years that included the new kitchen, and the Sanctuary and 
Fellowship Hall/Sunday School wing roofs.  Proceeds also helped purchase supplies for our 
Blessing Box, The Eden North Collins Food Pantry, the Journey’s End Refugee Welcome Kit, 
UMCOR relief for Ukraine refugees, and paid for a new video camera so you can view        
Worship, Memorial and other services streaming on FaceBook.  We also give 10% of the Corn 
Festival proceeds to our church general fund. 
 
I hope everyone is enjoying the warm days of summer.  As you’re planning your activities, 
don’t forget our Corn Festival stand on August 4 - 7.   It’s a wonderful time of fun and           
fellowship (and a little work), and is also a great opportunity to get to know each other better.    
 
Thanks,  
Peter Zopp  
President, EUMC Men 



Monday Morning Bible Study  

Prayers with  
Pastor Kate 

Join Pastor Kate in weekly 
Prayer  every Wednesday 

at 12 Noon via zoom 

Everyone welcome!  

Join us for bible study  

with Pastor Kate  

&  Pastor Lutz 

2nd and 4th 

 Thursday at 7am 

Four Corners Restaurant 

We are starting a new Bible Study on July 11th for 8 weeks. The Chosen,      

Season 2, is a TV series about Jesus and his teachings on “The Sermon on the 

Mount”. This is a DVD Study with a companion study guide. There is no     

buying a book and no cost to participants. We know that this is a busy time of  

the year, so please do not feel you must attend all 8 weeks. Pick and choose 

when you want to come. We are open to both men and women. Sharing starts 

and 9:30am and Lessons start at 10am.  



BLESSING BOX 

Columbarium Niches 

We only have 7 Niches available in our  Columbarium.  You can         

reserve one now for future use.  The cost is $750 per Niche.    Payment 

terms are available.  Act now to ensure you or a loved one  will have a 

resting place in our Church  when the time comes.  Contact Robin in 

the office for more  information. 

FREE PIANO! 

You pick up 

Piano can been seen 

at 8700 Jennings Rd, 

Eden.  Call Verna at 

716-679-5999 for 

more info. 

One of the ways we distribute items from our Blessing Box is to  

gather things people have requested and notify them that they can 

be picked up. If you see bags of things on our back steps, please do 

not move them inside - someone will be picking them up! 

Thanks you - The Blessing Box Crew 

Eight Days of Hope (EDOH) will be serving and working in the Fillmore District in 

Buffalo July 16th -23rd. EDOH is a Christian, nonprofit organization that exists to 

love and serve as the hands and feet of Jesus Christ providing light in the face of 

darkness, restoration in the face of destruction. They are a national organization 

that responds to disasters across the country, helping to rebuild homes,             

communities, and lives. For further information or to register for volunteering 

check the churches web site or www.eightdaysofhope.com.  

Mission Opportunities  



 

 

 

 

Laura Smith was born in Canada in 1808 to an American couple.  Her father was a Quaker 

minister and her mother a Quaker Elder.  The Quakers believed in the equal education of 

men and women and Negros and whites.  They were also firmly against slavery.  This was 

the atmosphere she was raised in.  

Laura’s parents moved back to the U.S. and settled in Lockport, NY where she met Charles 

Haviland, Jr, also a Quaker.  They married when she was 16 and lived in the Lockport area 

for 4 years before following her parents to Raisin in Lenawee County in Michigan Territory.  

Many of the people in Raisin were against slavery and in 1832 Laura and Elizabeth       

Chandler began the Logan Female Anti-Slavery Society.  In 1837 Laura and her husband 

founded the Raisin Institute which was open to all children regardless of race, creed or sex.  

They taught basics such as reading and manual labor skills with which they could make a 

living.  

As their involvement in the Underground Railroad (UGRR) grew, their fellow Quakers       

became nervous so they left their church and joined with a group of Methodists.  Laura’s 

parents began hiding runaway slaves on their farm, making it the first station on the UGRR 

in Michigan.  Laura escorted quite a number of African Americans across the border into 

Canada.  At one point slave owners from Tennessee put a $3000.00 bounty on her, payable 

to anyone willing to kidnap her or kill her on their behalf.  There were some close calls but 

she was able to evade harm and continued her abolitionist work.  

After the Civil War ended, Laura was named Inspector of Hospitals for the newly formed 

Freedman’s Bureau, covering Virginia, Tennessee, Kansas and Washington, DC.  The Raisin 

Institute eventually became an orphanage for displaced slave children which she ran     

herself until 1867.   

Laura Haviland and her husband had 8 children.  In 1845 she lost her parents, her husband 

and one of her children to an epidemic, yet nothing deterred her from following her      

chosen work.  She showed strength and courage throughout her life. 





I am pleased to announce that Kara Perry was awarded 

the Teague Scholarship on Sunday, June 26th. She will be 

attending Edinboro University in Pennsylvania this fall 

studying an undeclared major.  Please join me in             

congratulating her and continue to encourage her as she 

leaves our little community.  Kara is the 51st  recipient of 

the Teague Scholarship.   

- Laura Forster 

 Congratulations Kara! 

The Teague Scholarship Fund was given in memory of The Rev 

& Mrs. Louis C Teague by their children, Charles and Barbara, 

in 1997.  Rev. Teague was the pastor of EUMC for 12 years 

from 1964 to 1976. 

Rev. Teague and his wife were both from the Chicago area. 

Rev. Teague graduated from the Colgate-Rochester Divinity 

School in Rochester. He minored in Music and worked his way 

through seminary by teaching instrumental music in a nearby 

high school. He was ordained and married to Bernice in 1936. He started his         

ministry in Bergen. He was in Lancaster before coming to Eden.  Bernice received 

her master’s in elementary education from Buffalo State College in 1962 and taught 

kindergarten in Lancaster until 1975.  

Chuck taught for many years in the Hamburg schools. Barbara was also a teacher in 

New Lenox. They are both retired now and living in New Lenox. I speak with them 

occasionally and they like to hear about how the Eden church is doing and learn 

about the students who have received scholarships.                           - Laura Forster 



Trustee Meeting 

Tuesday, July 5 at 7pm 

SPPRC Meeting 

Tuesday, July 12 at 7pm 

Stephen Minister 

 Supervision Meetings 

 None for July & August 

If you’d like more information or would 

like to speak with a  Stephen Minister, 

please contact Diana Graovac, Kevin 

Karstedt, or Pastor Kate Nicol. 

Finance & All Church & 

Leadership Meetings 

Tuesday, August 16 at 
6:30pm/7pm 

Has your address, contact number or email 

changed?  Please let to office know. 

Chickie O’Toole—July 13 

Nancy Golba—July 21 

Our dear friend and church      

member Joan Staby is moving to 

Michigan to be closer with family.  
Her new address is                      
5700 Eggert Place,                    

Brighton, MI 48116. 

We wish her well in her new home! 
A Thank You note was received from    

GO Ministries at Harris Hill UMC for the 

UMCOR Cleaning Kits that New Life     

Circle coordinated and delivered in April. 

Thank you again to all of you who        

donated supplies. 

The VBS directors at St. Luke Lutheran 

Church in Cheektowaga sent their            

appreciation for borrowing our Knights of 

North Castle VBS decorations for their VBS 

which was June 27 - 30.   






