
MARCH 2021 

The Red Flame Messenger 

Dear Church, 

This year has been much like the season of lent. We have given up and sacrificed much, but Jesus is still Lord, and He 

promised to return and make all things right. Until then we are called to partner with Him to bring about His        

Kingdom by sharing our faith and caring for those in need. Here are a few reminders of opportunities for ministry, 

mission, and personal faith development. 

Over the last few weeks, we have slowly reopened the church to more in person use. We have now held three in 

person worship services and are beginning to host a few groups. It feels good to see those things happening. Even 

when our building was closed to in-person use we still ran bible studies, prayer groups, and other meetings. We just 

ran them virtually. It is true that virtual is different, but it is something. When we run things virtually, we don’t need 

to wear masks, and I know that masks sometimes inhibit communication. We will continue to run most meetings 

virtually, offer virtual and in person worship, and both an in person and virtual bible study because we are still in a 

pandemic. We will be offering virtual fellowship two times a month (I have had some great conversations). I say all 

this as a reminder that the church was never closed. We’ve continued to worship, find news ways to fellowship, and 

new ways to study scripture. I invite you to find whatever meeting fits your schedule and your comfort level and  

engage with your faith community again. We’re here for the duration of the pandemic and beyond. 

We also have opportunities to help those in need through our Blessings Box ministry. We are also exploring           

opportunities for ministry with Turning Point. So be on the look out for ways to engage in ministry with people even 

in this pandemic. 

I think it’s also helpful to remember that as we open, things will still be different. We will disinfect surfaces. We will 

wear masks and maintain social distance. Physical touch will be with the consent of all involved. Remember we each 

have different levels of comfort whether we are in a pandemic or not. As I’ve said before I am not a hugger. Even so 

life and church continue, so let’s be messengers of hope to a world in need of hope. Let us find ways to be God’s 

hands and feet in our community and let us find ways to fellowship with God and each other.  

As always: Keep     Hoping, Keep Praying, Keep Faith in God. 

 

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Kate 



Mission Statement 

The Eden United Methodist Church defines its mission: “To make disciples       
of Jesus Christ through worship, witness, study, service and fellowship.” 

Our Vision 

“Offering life-changing grace, hope, healing and hospitality to all.” 

The Office is Closed  
   You can reach us by emailing the office at edenumc1@gmail.com or by calling 992-4211.     

SUNDAY WORSHIP at 11 AM  

Join us for Live-streaming on our web site:  

www.EdenNYUMC.org and click on FACEBOOK button 

Or To listen in to Worship you can call in to Zoom at 

  1-646-558-8656 Meeting ID: 9029014778#  Password: 376781# 

  

Scripture Readers  

March 7 Diane Merta 

March 14 Phil Quinn 

March 21 George Graovac 

March 28  Pastor Jim Hankey 

Looking for some additional volunteers that 
can record scripture readings, special music 
or a testimony.  We’d love to hear from you!  

 
 

Pianist:  Dave Gawronski 

Organist:    Michelle Munro 

Worship Leader:  Jim Munro 

Audio/Visual:   Mike Forster 

 

 Please call the office more details. 

Help Us Stay Connected! 

Email us your pictures & special events 

Share your testimony by video – 

 “How have you been dealing with the Pandemic?” 

Send us a music video of playing church appropriate music. 

Would you like to do a recorded scripture reading?  

MARCH VOLUNTEERS 



Other Ways to Give 

 Can & Bottles—All can/bottle donations support the Missions Fund, make it a point to bring 

your donations to church with you once a month. 

 Clothing Shed—The church is rewarded when you drop off your gently used clothing to St. 

Pauly’s Clothing Shed.  

 GLP Fund—The Church collects donations to help those with an emergency. 

 Blessing Box—We collect personal care items and cleaning products to distribute to those in 

need. 

 2nd Sunday we collect loose change for the Sunday School classes and the Heifer Project. 

 4th Sunday we collect food and monetary donations for the Eden North Collins food pantry. 

 Charity Miles-Do you have a smart phone?  Do you walk, run, or bike as part of your fitness 

program?  There is a free app "Charity Miles" you can download to your phone and turn on be-

fore you workout.  There are over 30 charities to choose from and you can even pick a different 

one every time.  When you finish your workout you stop the  running app and a donation is 

made to your charity by a sponsor.  Check it out, every mile matters! 

 

This is a great way to give!  
 

Did you know you can contribute on-line to EUMC? 
 

 https://www.edennyumc.org/online-giving.html  
Or download the 

Tithe.ly app and choose Eden UMC 

Or give via  

PayPal by going to the  

EdenNYUMC.org web site and  

click on the PayPal button. 
 

If you have any questions, please call the office.   Or you  

can mail in your contribution to the Church at  

2820 E. Church St, Eden, NY 14057.   

https://www.edennyumc.org/online-giving.html


Welcome Spring!  March through May are busy months at Eden UMC. 

There are many opportunities to get involved in your church for both mission 
work and fellowship. 
 

THANK YOU to all who participated in UMW Sunday with World Day of Prayer 
on Feb. 21st .  A special thank you to Liza Gutierrez for bringing the message. 
Congratulations to our Special Mission Recognitions pin recipients: Joan Staby 
and Lori Motak. 
 

Our last Sunday Soup Sale for the season is on Sunday, March 14th.  All soup 
must go! Each quart of soup costs $7 and will be available with drive through pick 
up after church that Sunday.  Look for the pre-order email with details.   We will 
also sell pre-ordered pies in honor of Pi Day (3.14).  Available pies include: Ap-
ple, Strawberry Rhubarb, Cherry, Classic Blueberry, Blueberry Galette and Pecan. 
All pies are $12.00 except Pecan which is $15. Proceeds from the sale support 
UMW programs such as the Reading Program, camperships and VBS. 
 

We will be deciding soon about the  Spring Rummage Sale which is usually in 
May. Check next month for more information. 
 

The UMW Reading Program has some terrific books for you to enjoy. Some are 
on a cart in the Narthex with a sign out sheet. 
 

At the District level - 
  Saturday, March 27 –Memorial service  10:00 via Zoom. The speaker is 

Rene Petties-Jones, president of the National Federation for Just Communities 
of WNY. I will send out the Zoom link by Friday, March 26. 

 
 Saturday, April 24  – Gift Day  9:30-noon at  Trinity UMC in Grand Island. 

This is an opportunity to provide tangible “gifts” to local ministries. I will have 
details of donations needed in the April newsletter. After dropping off the sup-
plies, we will stay in our cars for the program. Grand Island has been worship-
ping in the parking lot with a speaker system. 

 
We invite all women to participate in our UMW meetings and programs. Please 
come and bring a friend. Our next UMW Board Meeting will be soon to plan 
Spring events.      

         Joy and Peace, Cathy Jeffers 



Sunday School LiFT 

LiFT (Learning in Faith Together) is a family program.  New families are welcome to join us at 10:00 in 

Sunday School room 5.  We sit in family groups and wear masks. Our 45 minutes include scripture read-

ing with discussion, game or craft, song and closing prayer. We had fun in February painting rainbows 

after studying the story of Noah in Genesis. We are still collecting change every second Sunday to sup-

port the Heifer Project (January collection for Heifer was $33.50.). Please bring in your pocket change 

on March 14th when you pick up your soup. We also collect food for the Eden/North Collins Food Pantry 

on fourth Sundays.    

        

 Joy and Peace,  

        
 Cathy Jeffers 

 

Vacation Bible School 
 We will use the Knights of North Castle program, since we cancelled 
VBS 2020. Join us on a quest for the King’s armor! Please put the week 
of August 16 – 20, 2021 on your calendar for VBS. Planning will begin 
soon.  

Sunday, March 14th 

The Eden United Methodist Women, in addition to their homemade soup, will be selling         

delicious homemade pies.  You may purchase a fresh baked pie or a frozen pie (with             

directions on how to bake) to enjoy later.  All pies must be preordered by calling the church 

office at 992-4211 no later than Sunday March 7th.   

Available Pies:  Apple, Strawberry Rhubarb, Cherry, Classic Blueberry, Blueberry Galette, or 

Pecan.  All pies are $12.00 except Pecan is $15.00.   

Last Sunday Soup Sale—All Soups Must Go 

$7 a quart.  Available soups are Corn Chowder, Reuben Chowder, Chile,    

Autumn, Navy Bean, Unstuffed Pepper, & Split Pea.   



There’s still time to join the group who will be reading through the Bible in 2021!  We will 
are using a plan that lays out readings for 25 days each month, allowing a few days for    
catch-up, getting ahead, re-reading or reflecting each month. We’ll also be 
meeting  Wednesday’s at 7:00 pm to discuss and learn from each other.  

If you’d like to read along with us, whether you join or discussions or not, let me know and I 
will email you the plan.   My email is eac4912@gmail.com.  ~Beth Campbell 

Prayer with Pastor Kate 

Join Pastor Kate in weekly Prayer  

every Wednesday at 12 Noon 

 for 30 minutes of prayer via Zoom or  

you can call-in to listen.   Contact the office for a  

Zoom invite.  Everyone welcome!  

MONDAY BIBLE STUDY WITH CAROL BRODIE 

We are meeting at 9:30am in the sanctuary now for Bible Study. People are happy to see each 

other even with social distancing and masks. We are presently doing a Lenten Bible Study by Max 

Lucado that includes a DVD presentation. It will end on March 15th but anyone can still join us. 

On March 29th we will start a new study by Phillip Yancey, who is a Christian journalist. The 5 

week study is on Vanishing Grace which addresses how the favorable opinions of Christianity 

have plummeted recently yet interest in spirituality is rising. Yancey shows the desperate need 

our world has for grace, and how Christians can truly make the gospel good news again. We’ll be 

examining illuminating stories of how faith can be expressed in ways that disarm even the most 

cynical critics. Sounds interesting and relevant doesn’t it? Why not join us. We know that we are 

all at different levels of Biblical knowledge and there is no pressure to actively participate.  

WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY WITH BETH CAMPBELL 



Here are some support hotlines and groups... 
  

  Narcan—Text for Narcan: 716-225-5473 
NARCAN® Nasal Spray may counteract the life-threatening effects of an opioid overdose. 
Since most accidental overdoses occur in a home setting, it was developed for first           
responders, as well as family, friends, and caregivers—with no medical training required. 
  

 24 hour Addiction Hotline—716-831-7007 
Get immediate help, education, information, referrals and assistance with linking to          
addiction treatment services 

 

 Call 1-877-8-HOPENY or text HOPENY.  
 Toll-free and confidential. 

  

 Grief Support: 
 

Families and friends who have lost loved ones can find support by                  
contacting Marianne   Hubert, Director of Grief Support for Buffalo Catholic 
Cemeteries at 716-873-6500 or buffalocatholiccemeteries.org and click on    
Bereavement.  These services are available for all regardless of religious       
affiliation.  

 
We will be remembering those who have died from overdose in a special way on 
March 6 and 7, 2021.   Contact the Church office or Pastor at 716-992-4211 
or Edenumc1@gmail.com for more information and to add your loved ones our list of 
remembrance.  

 

http://buffalocatholiccemeteries.org/
mailto:Edenumc1@gmail.com


If you’d like more information or would like to speak with a Stephen 

Minister, please contact Diana Graovac, Kevin Karstedt, or  

Pastor Kate Nicol. 

Stephen Ministry Supervision Meeting will  be  

Tuesday, March 9th at 10:00 am & Monday, March 15th   



Trustee Meeting 

Tuesday, March 2, 2021 

7:00 pm in Fellowship Hall 

All Church Meeting 

Tuesday, March 16, 2021 

 at 7 pm—Zoom 

SPPRC Zoom Meeting 

Tuesday, March 9, 2021 

 at 7 pm—Zoom 

All Church Budget Meeting 

Monday, March 1, 2021 

 at 7:00 pm—Zoom 

Ferguson Hayes Moden 

March 7, 2021 
 

If you have a birthday or celebration, please call or 

email the office to let us know. 

We truly appreciate the thoughts, Prayers, 

cards and food sent by our Church family.  

 During our time of loss it truly helps knowing 

  so many people care.   

Thank you from the Powell family.  

Thank you to the Laing Funeral Home for       

removing the large piles of snow we had piled 

up in our parking lot!  And much appreciation 

to Jim Munro and Walther O’Connor for all 

their shoveling and snow blowing.  Thank you. 

Fellowship with Pastor Kate 

Thursday, March 11, 2021 

 at 7 pm—Zoom 

Fellowship with Carol Brodie 

Tuesday, March 16, 2021 

 at 1 pm—Zoom 



   
 

  

 

 






