
NOVEMBER 2021 

The Red Flame Messenger 

Dear Body of Christ, 

I know that the financial and Stewardship team promised to do a few things differently this past year, like quarterly pledges 

and more frequent updates. That did not happen, for that I apologize. COVID was part of the reason, but there were others 

too. At the August All Church Meeting a member asked what our giving trend looked like for the year. This happened after it 

was announced we were forgiven for the first PPP loan, but were still waiting on the forgiveness process for the second loan. 

Those two loans enabled us to pay all our responsibilities in 2020, and we are up to date in 2021. The next concern ex-

pressed was whether we would be able to maintain a budget without that extra income. 

In response, our wonderful treasurer Nancy Golba put together a simple chart to show our giving trends over 6 years, and 

our giving trends with and without the PPP loan. We appear to have returned to our historic giving patters, but with that said 

its important to note the church has had several years of planned deficits in the budget. We have often chosen not to pay 

mission shares. We paid all our mission shares for 2020, and the majority for 2021 (the year is not over). 

 
 

 

 

I  do not want to approach giving to the church out of fear, but rather that God has the power to help us meet our needs 

through those that are present. I want to encourage you to fill out the pledge card that is coming and bring it to worship on 

November 21 (you may send it by mail).  This will help the finance team compose a budget where we work to live within our 

means, but trust God when He calls us into new ministries with unexpected costs.  

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Kate 

 YTD Income 
YTD Income 
w/o PPP $  

2016 $ 121,871.00   

2017 $ 127,210.00   

2018 $ 142,635.00   

2019 $ 132,376.00   

2020 $ 147,750.00 $ 125,250.00  

2021 $ 150,976.00 $ 128,376.63  



Thursday afternoon’s beginning November 11th 

With Pastor Jim Hankey 

“GROWING OLDER IS NOT AN OPTION,  

BUT HOW WE RESPOND TO IT CLEARLY IS.” 

A few years ago when I was attending Licensed Pastor School each member of our class was 

asked to consider if any Scriptural passage might be especially important or particularly 

meaningful to us.  

As it turns out I received God’s call to pastoral ministry somewhat later in my life, at the time     

finding myself not quite in the final innings of the game of life but realistically at least in     

rather close proximity to the seventh inning stretch of the same. As a result, I found myself 

to be the oldest participant of this Local Pastor Licensing class. 

After due consideration my response to our instructor’s ‘meaningful Scriptural passage’ in-

quiry turned out to be from the book of Psalms. specifically Psalm 92 verses 12 through 15: 

12) The righteous will flourish like a palm tree, they will grow like a cedar of Lebanon; 

 

13) planted in the house of the Lord, they will flourish in the courts of our God. 

 

14) They will still bear fruit in old age, they will stay fresh and green, 

 

15) proclaiming, “The Lord is upright; he is my Rock, and there is no wickedness in 

him.” 



This passage obviously appeals to me because of the promise of ‘still bearing fruit in old age’   

combined with the ‘staying fresh and green’ implication. I am comforted in imagining that I have 

something to contribute to God and his church both because of my age but also in spite of it. 

 

In his book -  ‘I Love Growing Older but I’ll Never Grow Old’  - author J. Ellsworth Kalas says: 

 

 “Growing older is a process.  Growing old is a conclusion.” 
   

 “Older is a journey.  Old is a destination.” 
 

Rev. Kalas also says:    

 

“This book is about learning how to make peace with where you are right now.”  

 

“It’s about learning from the past and then moving past it.  It’s about growing and continuing to 

grow – personally spiritually, and in our relationships with God and with others.” 

 

I like this book and would be delighted to consider leading a small group Bible Study on the sub-

ject of aging with it as a focal point. 

 

If anyone is interested in joining this study group here at Eden UMC please contact 

me or the office. 

              Blessings, Pastor Jim 

UnShakables 
With Pastor Jim Hankey 

Starting up Nov. 17 

Wednesday’s at 7pm in Room 2 

We will be studying Jesus—The God Who Knows Your Name 

Everyone Welcome! 



Mission Statement 

The Eden United Methodist Church defines its mission: “To make disciples       
of Jesus Christ through worship, witness, study, service and fellowship.” 

Our Vision 

“Offering life-changing grace, hope, healing and hospitality to all.” 

   You can reach us by emailing the office at edenumc1@gmail.com or by calling 992-4211.     

SUNDAY WORSHIP at 11 AM  

Join us or you can watch Live-streaming on our web site:  

www.EdenNYUMC.org and click on FACEBOOK button 

Or To listen in to Worship you can call in to Zoom at 

  1-646-558-8656 Meeting ID: 83497037600  Password: 376781 

 

Scripture Readers  

Nov. 7   

Nov. 14  

Nov. 21  

Nov. 28  

 

Acolyte—Please contact the office to sign up. 

 

Pianist:  Dave Gawronski 

Organist:    Michelle Munro 

Worship Leader: Jim Munro 

Audio/Visual:   Mike Forster 

 

  

NOVEMBER VOLUNTEERS 

UPDATED BUILDING MASK POLICY: 

·      Upon entering the building, EVERYONE is required to wear a mask. 

 ·      For groups and meetings, everyone must sign in.  An attendance sheet is provided. 

 ·      Please notify the office if you or someone that has been in the building recently has tested                              
positive for COVID. 

 ·     If you are not feeling well or have any cold or COVID-like symptoms, please stay at home. 



Other Ways to Give 

• Can & Bottles—All can/bottle donations support the Missions Fund, 

make it a point to bring your donations to church with you once a month. 

• Clothing Shed—The church is rewarded when you drop off your gently 

used clothing to St. Pauly’s Clothing Shed.  

• GLP Fund—The Church collects donations to help those with an     

emergency. 

• Blessing Box—We collect personal care items and cleaning products to 

distribute to those in need. 

• 2nd Sunday—The Sunday School classes collect loose change for the 

Heifer Project. 

• 4th Sunday we collect food and monetary donations for the Eden North 

Collins food pantry. 

This is a great way to give!  
 

Did you know you can contribute on-line to EUMC? 
 

 https://www.edennyumc.org/online-giving.html  
Or download the 

Tithe.ly app and choose Eden UMC 

Or give via  

PayPal by going to the  

EdenNYUMC.org web site and  

click on the PayPal button or scan the QR code.. 
 

If you have any questions, please call the office.   Or you  

can mail in your contribution to the Church at  

2820 E. Church St, Eden, NY 14057.   

https://www.edennyumc.org/online-giving.html


Election Day Dinner is almost here! On Tuesday, November 2nd we will be serving Drive 
Through Take Out only from 4:30 until 6:00.  Smoked Pork, sauerkraut, squash, mashed    
potatoes with gravy, applesauce and pie. Dinners are $14 each. We are looking for people to 
help with this endeavor! We need help in the kitchen, outside to direct traffic and deliver   
dinners.  The sign-up sheet is in the Narthex or call the church office.  
 
Thank you to those who decorated and handed out treats to the kids during Trunk or Treat. 
We had 14 decorated vehicles plus a table with children’s books. We also handed out      
Election Day Dinner flyers (thank you Robin for printing them.) 
 
See the poster in the Narthex or talk to Carol Brodie if you are interested in Rada Products 
(kitchen knives, dips, etc.) This sale is only a few weeks more. 
 
Our first “Second Sunday Soup Sales” for the season will be December 12th after worship.  
We will be selling quart jars of homemade soup; take-out only.   
 
World Thank Offering was collected at the October meeting. If you missed it, you can still 
give of your blessings to support missions around the world (give to Cathy Jeffers or put in 
the UMW mailbox). Our speaker, Carol Lewis, did a nice job telling of the local connections 
to the Underground Railroad on October 11th. 
 
At the District level, Network of Leaders is coming up at 10:00 AM on Saturday, November 
6th.  This will be a Zoom discussion of mission projects and planning ideas.  Please let me 
know if you would like a Zoom invite. 
 
The first District sponsored Zoom book discussion will be Wednesday, Nov. 10 at 7:30. We 
have 2 copies of the book “The Moment of Lift” by Melinda Gates. Contact Dawn Zopp if 
you are interested.   

Joy and Peace, Cathy Jeffers 

Puzzle Exchange!  

 

Thank you to friends who have shared puzzles with Joyce Maggs.  She 

now has many  puzzles and would like to pass them along. We have a 

new shelf in the short hallway by the office for puzzles.  When dropping 

off a puzzle to share, please tape the box shut, so we don’t lose pieces. 

Thank you and enjoy! 



It’s “Rada” Time 

Are you thinking of Christmas presents yet? Do you need 
to replace worn out knives & kitchen utensils? How about 
some soup mixes for cooler days or dips for the holiday 
seasons? There are even cook books. Orders will be taken 
from October 17th through November 8th. Product books, “what’s for 
sale” will be available in the church lobby and in the office along with 
order slips. Payment must be made at the time of ordering, checks 
made out to Carol Brodie. 

Delivery will be made before the end of November. Any questions. 
Please contact Carol Brodie or Robin in the office. 

We collected a total of $912 for the Crop Walk. This  included 

EUMC and St. Luke’s  Lutheran. The Eden North Collins Pantry 

will be receiving 25% and the rest will go toward hunger in the 

USA and abroad.  

Thank you so much for donating and participating. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 

Undies Sunday was once again a HUGE success! 
 
This year we collected over $10,000 worth of undies and were able 
to distribute to numerous locations. 

CIA projects are a simple way to serve and to reflect God's love. 
Thanks to all who donated, sorted, shopped and prayed for the CIA 
Undies Sunday project. We are blessed to all be working together 
to give someone the simple gift of new underwear. 



On Saturday, October 23, 2021, Eden’s East Church Street  was alive with excitement and the 
cheerful sounds of children’s voices, while 150 costumed children and their families gathered 
to celebrate Eden’s Halloween.  The annual event is sponsored  by The Eden Chamber, with 
Fire and Police Departments and Eden United Methodist Church (EUMC) participating. 
Since its inception five years ago, “Trunk or Treat” has become a favorite event of local       
families. 
 

After parading from the town hall to the Evergreen Cemetery, the goblins and ghosts make 
their return trip through the EUMC parking lot. 
 

It is at this time the youngsters visit the opened trunks of  participating individuals who have 
decorated their vehicle trunks with Halloween motif and pass out a variety of sweets and 
treats, including age appropriate books.  From the church parking lot,  the families return to 
the town hall  for refreshments and costume prizes.  

The LiFT class is meeting Sunday mornings at 9:30 in the 

double room.  In  October we learned the Lord’s Prayer. We 

made a game by writing each phrase on a strip of paper,  

mixing them up, then putting them back in the correct order.   

We handed out 7 Bibles to our church third graders on    

Sunday, October 31. Congratulations to Bridget, Elliott and Nolan Bucki, Connor 

Maloney, Andrew Nicol, Elizabeth Schuyler and Spencer Smith.  

We will continue to collect coins for the Heifer Project on second Sundays and 

food for the Eden/North Collins Food Pantry on fourth Sundays. October         

collection for Heifer was $21.53. 



Eden UMW New Life Circle would like to provide a Welcome Kit for a refugee family 
new to the Buffalo area.  We are working through Journey’s End Refugee Service, 
Inc. on Main Street in Buffalo.  More information will be forthcoming, but for anyone 
downsizing or checking out Black Friday sales, we wanted to make you aware and 
get the list out to you.  We would like to present what we have gathered to Journey’s 
End sometime in the middle of January.  With everyone help, we can make this   
happen. 

Below are the items required for the Kit plus some additional “extras” at the end.  
Some items must be new, others can be used as stated below.  Thanks, Dawn Zopp 

 

WELCOME KIT (Plan on family of 5-7. Many items can be purchased from a Dollar Store. Raid friends’ 
pantries! Scour online sales! Extras of toiletries and cleaning supplies are welcome and appreciated!)  On 
the Required List that We Must Provide by US Law:  

Linen and Other Household Supplies 

 One bath towel and one wash cloth per person (must be new) 

 One set of comforter/sheets/pillowcase(s) per bed (Bedding in a Bag sets can be had cheaply online, 
esp. in clearance sales) (Twin set for children or single adults, and full/queen for 2 parents – these must 
be new) 

 Appropriate seasonal blankets (must be new) for each bed (light blanket for late spring/summer; com-
forter for fall/winter, or preferably both)  

 Electric alarm clock (no wind-up clocks) (can be used as long as it works) 

 Notebook, pens, pencils (one new set, a cheap composition book or legal pad from Dollar Store is fine) 

 Two Lamps, package of new light bulbs (Can be used as long as in excellent working condition; no 
loose parts) 

 Shower Curtain and Shower Liner and Hooks (new) 

 Hangers for closet (new) 

Cleaning Supplies (everything should be new and in original packaging – Dollar Stores are great for 
some of these items, if people don’t have in their pantries at home. Multiples of cleaning items like 
liquid all-purpose cleaner and dish soap and sponges, are most welcome!) 

 Dish Soap  

 Bathroom/kitchen cleanser (like Comet), Liquid All-Purpose Cleaner like Fabuloso or Lysol 

 Powder laundry detergent  

 Sponges/Scouring Pads  

 Big package of paper towels 

 Two wastebaskets (big one for kitchen, small one for bathroom) 

 Box of large trash bags  

 Broom w/dustpan for broom and/or Mop w/bucket, Toilet Brush 



Kitchen Items (most can be gently used but clean and not chipped preferred) 

 One place setting of tableware per person (fork, knife and spoon) 

 One place setting dishes (plate, bowl, coffee/tea cup) per person (these do not have to match as long as they are 

not chipped! New dish sets are very much appreciated!) 

 At least one drinking glass per person (no chips, clean and like new – no plastic cups, wine glasses or beer mugs. 

New glass sets are very appreciated!) 

 Pots and pans (at least one sauce pan, frying pan and baking dish – no old Teflon or heavily used or scratched 

ones – new sets are very much preferred and appreciated) 

 Large pot for making soup, stews for bigger family 

 Mixing/serving bowls (no chips, do not have to match) 

 One set of kitchen/cooking utensils (new very much preferred) 

 One set of sharp knives (new) 

 Cutting board (new) 

 Dish towel (new) 

 Two batteries for smoke alarm (new) 

 Package (or more) of paper napkins 

 Can opener (not electric, new preferred) 

 Scouring pads (new) 

Toiletries (only in original packaging, new, and family-size please. Multiples of toiletries are most welcome!) 

 Large package (or more) of toilet paper  

 One bottle shampoo (or more) 

 Two bathroom soaps (one for sink and one for shower), per person 

 Toothpaste, One toothbrush per person 

 Hand and body lotion – family size 

 Deodorant (number based on size of family – for example, if there are three, then provide three deodorant sticks) 

 Box of sanitary napkins, for teens and young women (No Tampons!) 

 2 Boxes of Kleenex min. 

 Basic first aid kit  

 Disposable razors, Shaving cream 

 Hand sanitizer/facemasks/disinfectant wipes for kitchen/bathroom  

 Bins for rice, tea, and sugar  

 

 Grocery Gift Card to SaveALot or Tops (any amount helps!) 

 

 Check to offset first month’s rent, if financial donations are made. 



Helpful Items NOT On Required List, but if you have them lying around and are in clean/excellent work-
ing    condition or new, would be wonderful additions. 

 Small microwave (new is best; but will take used if clean and in good working condition) 

 Small-Medium flat screen TV with antenna, remote (new is best). Please make sure it’s in good working 
order. TV is an excellent way to pick up English. Cannot accept old TVs that are not flat screens, due to 
space reasons. 

 Extension Cords (new preferred) 

 Dictionary  

 Electric Fan (if possible, several box fans for bedrooms) 

 City map 

 Extra alarm clock 

 Basic tool box 

 Tea Kettle (preferably new; no instant coffee makers) 

 Working toaster oven (used and clean is fine, but new is best) 

 Radio (plug-in) 

 Umbrella(s) 

 Family-sized rice cooker (clean, excellent condition, if used; new preferred – all families use rice in cuisine) 

 Large soup pot, Colander/strainer (new) 

United Methodist Women Reading Program 

2 additional books for the 2021-2022 Reading Program: 

The Moment of Lift:  How Empowering Women Changes the World by 

Melinda Gates  (Leadership Development) 

For the past twenty years, Melinda Gates has been on a mission to find solutions for people with the most urgent 

needs, wherever they live. One thing that’s become increasingly clear to her: If you want to lift a society up, you need to 

stop keeping women down. Her unforgettable narrative about the inspiring people she’s met during her travels around 

the world is backed by startling data on issues that need our attention. 

Feathered  by Deobrah Kerbel  (Youth Leadership Development) 

'Feathered" is a heartwarming story that incorporates some issues many young people deal with in their childhood. 

Eleven year old Finch's lost her father and her Mother is having a extremely difficult time dealing with his death. At the 

same time, she must deal with her brother's friend, Matt who bullies her and causes her to jump out the window. As 

well, she's not the best student, so there are teachers who are not as sympathetic to her and gives her a hard time. 

Pick up one of these new books on the cart in the Narthex.  Additional UMW books are in the library adjacent to the 

Narthex  To check out a book, just sign it out / in on the clipboard with the books in the Narthex.   

Dawn Zopp,  
Secretary of Program Resources , Eden UMW 



Lilly Ann Granderson was born Lilly Ann Eliza Cox sometime 

between 1816 and 1821, the daughter of a slave.  Her 

mother died when she was about 4 and she was sold to a 

family in Kentucky to work in her master’s home.  Lilly’s 

master and his family were fond of her and she was allowed to play with his children.  Those children    

quietly taught her to read while they were studying their own lessons.  It was not illegal for slaves to learn 

to read in Kentucky.  She would practice spelling by drawing the letters in the dirt outdoors.  The children 

gave her a spelling book and eventually she was able to read the Bible. 

Lilly felt that the ability to read was very important and she began teaching the other enslaved children on 

Sundays while her master and his family were at church.  She would take them into the woods and         

secretly teach them what she knew.  This continued for a number for years and as they learned Lilly felt 

hope that someday this ability would improve their lives.  Then her master suddenly died and his  property 

and slaves were sold.  Lilly was sold to a plantation near Natchez in Mississippi where her life was           

miserable.  Cotton was raised there and she had to toil in the fields from sunrise to sunset.  She was 

whipped daily because she couldn’t keep up.  She had always been a house slave and wasn’t accustomed 

to that type of physical labor.  Her master finally noticed how her heath had deteriorated and sent her to 

work in the kitchen of his home in Natchez. 

Part of her daily duties were going to the markets in town and running errands and she began to meet 

people who wanted to learn to read.  Lilly found a secluded building and once again she   began to teach.  

In Mississippi, however, it was illegal to teach slaves to read, so her classes were held at midnight in       

secrecy with the windows covered.  Word of her teaching spread and her class grew.  They continued for 

about 7 years.  Unfortunately, one night they were discovered.  Her master, other slave owners and legal 

officials had to decide her fate.  Then a loophole in the law was discovered. Though it was illegal for a 

white person or a free Negro to teach a slave to read, it wasn’t illegal for a slave to teach or educate other 

slaves.  So Lilly was never punished and reopened her nightly classes.  She also started a sabbath church 

school.   

In 1863, Union soldiers captured Natchez.  These soldiers were surprised to find many educated slaves.  

Union Army Chaplain Joseph Warren sought Lilly out and was impressed with the amazing woman who 

had taught so many people to read.   

Meanwhile, Lilly had met and married Oliver Granderson and they had two children.  Once the war was 

over and slavery was ended, Lilly’s passion for teaching spurred her to continue teaching and she did so 

until late in her life.  The lives of hundreds, possibly thousands of people she taught were improved in 

their new freedom.  Lilly Granderson is also credited with helping create what is now Jackson State        

University.  At age 54 she became one of the first African-Americans and the first woman to open an      

account at The Freedman’s Bank. 



MONDAY MORNING  
With Carol Brodie 

 at 9:30 am in Room 2 

WEDNESDAY EVENING 

With Beth Campbell 

7:00 pm on Zoom 

Prayers with  

Pastor Kate 

Join Pastor Kate in weekly 
Prayer  every Wednesday at 

12 Noon 

 for 30 minutes of prayer via 
Zoom.  Everyone welcome!  

Join us for bible study  

with Pastor Kate & Pastor Lutz 

2nd and 4th Thursdays at 7am 

In the Sanctuary 

We are studying Philippians.  

We will be finishing up “The Chosen” series on       

November 9th. On November 15th we will be watching 

a Movie “I can only Imagine”. If you love the song, 

you’ll love the movie. The true story of the song writer. 

We will start an Advent study on November 29th that 

will run 4 weeks ending on December 20th. The DVD 

Study is Because of Bethehem by Max Lucado. It      

explores how the One who made everything chose to 

make himself nothing for us. Because of Bethlehem, 

we no longer have marks on our record...just grace. 

Come join us and do something special for this special 

time of the year when we celebrate Christ’s coming. 

We’d love to celebrate with you. 

Thursday Afternoon 

beginning November 11th 

“Growing Older..” 

With Pastor Jim Hankey 

 

UnShakables 
With Pastor Jim Hankey 

Starting up Nov. 17 

Wednesday’s at 7pm in 

Room 2 

We will be studying Jesus—The God 

Who Knows Your Name 

Everyone Welcome! 





Trustee Meeting 

Wednesday, November 3rd 
at 7pm in the fellowship hall 

SPPRC Meeting 

Tuesday, November 9th; 7pm 

All Church Meeting 

Tuesday, November 16th; 7pm 

Stephen Minister Supervision   
Meetings 2nd Tuesday’s at 

10am and 3 Monday’s at 7pm 

 

If you’d like more information or would 

like to speak with a  Stephen Minister, 

please contact Diana Graovac, Kevin 

Karstedt, or Pastor Kate Nicol. Pastor Kate Nicol—Nov. 13 

Michelle Munro—Nov. 19 

Corbin Maggs—Nov. 21 

Phil Quinn—Nov. 26 

If you have a birthday or celebration, please 

call or email the office. 

WANTED 
Men’s winter coats—All Sizes 

Friendship Circle is collecting gently 
used winter jackets for the men at 

Turning Point. With the winter 
months approaching the men often 

have nothing warm to wear.  
 

Please call the church office 
(716-992-4211) or Diana Graovac  

(716-992-3503) to arrange for coats  
to be picked up or dropped off at  

the church. Thank you 

Charge Conference 

Wednesday, November 10th 
at 7pm 

Election Day Dinner 

Tuesday, November 2nd 






