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Dear Eden UMC,
I have gone to several trainings over the years to learn about methods for growing the church. The
lesson I found most useful was to figure out what the church does well and focus on that. If we
focus on what works, the other parts of the system will get healthier. This system is called Natural
Church Development. My Annual Conference sent any clergy and church that was willing to
participate. I did enough of the training to become a coach. I watched as churches filled out the
surveys did the studies and ignored the outcomes and then the program. I think that there were
and are very helpful ideas that can be learned from Natural Church Development. It was a
reasonably simple system. Do what you do well and get healthier all around. That can also mean do
what you are passionate about. What does the Eden United Methodist Church do well and what are
we passionate about? It depends on who we ask what answer we might receive. I know for many it
will be the respite program. For me it has been the way in which you have cared for me and my
boys over the last year. I want others to experience what I have from this congregation. I hope to
find a way to connect the church with the things I am passionate about.
At my last church I helped run a street ministry. I was very passionate about that ministry and still
am, but I recognize Eden is not the kind of community for that specific ministry, but the Street
Ministry helped meet needs that we also happen to have in Eden. Every community I have ever
worked in deals with drug and alcohol addiction, and domestic violence. These are issues that
impact every community. I would love to find a way to connect the things that I know we do well as
a church with not only my areas of passion in ministry but yours too.
I learned one other key lesson from Natural Church Development that will help us in our
conversations around mission. Discern what is not being done in your community and find a way to
meet that need. When we first talked about a blessings box I was aware that there was one down
the street and I asked the question what are the other items people can’t get either from the
pantry or are not covered by government assistance programs? The answer was cleaning supplies
for home and for personal hygiene, and so our blessings box ministry began.
I know that Eden is no longer home to an AA group. Could this be an area where we could open our
space to AA groups? These are the kinds of questions I want us to ask, find out what needs are not
being met and see if that connects with the things we do well as a church, and things we are
passionate about.
I know that God can do amazing things in and through us in this community as we seek to be the
body of Christ, the hands, feet, and words of Jesus. So, I invite you to share with me what you think
we do well and what ministries you are passionate about so that we can make Disciples of Jesus
Christ.
Yours in Christ,

Pastor Kate

Mission Statement
The Eden United Methodist Church defines its mission: “To make disciples
of Jesus Christ through worship, witness, study, service and fellowship.”
Our Vision
“Offering life-changing grace, hope, healing and hospitality to all.”

You can reach us by emailing the office at edenumc1@gmail.com or by calling 992-4211.

SUNDAY WORSHIP at 11 AM
Join us or you can watch Live-streaming on our web site:
www.EdenNYUMC.org and click on FACEBOOK button
Or To listen in to Worship you can call in via zoom.
UPDATED BUILDING MASK POLICY:


Upon entering the building, a mask is strongly encouraged.



Please notify the office if you or someone that has been in the building recently has
tested positive for COVID.



If you are not feeling well or have any cold or COVID-like symptoms, please stay at
home.

OCTOBER VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES


Scripture Readers:

Pianist:



Acolyte.

Worship Leader: Laura Forster, Jim Munro



Communion Servers

Audio/Visual:



Special Music

Dave Gawronski

Mike Forster, Cyndi Winiasz

Counters Needed for

Please contact the office

Sunday Offerings

to sign-up

Please apply within!

This is a great way to give!
Did you know you can contribute on-line to EUMC?

https://www.edennyumc.org/online-giving.html
Or download the

Tithe.ly app and choose Eden UMC
Or give via

PayPal by going to the
EdenNYUMC.org web site and
click on the PayPal button or scan the QR code..
If you have any questions, please call the office. Or you
can mail in your contribution to the Church at
2820 E. Church St, Eden, NY 14057.

Other Ways to Give












Can & Bottles—All can/bottle donations support the Missions Fund,
make it a point to bring your donations to church with you once a month.
Clothing Shed—The church is rewarded when you drop off your gently
used clothing to St. Pauly’s Clothing Shed.
GLP Fund—The Church collects donations to help those with an
emergency.
Blessing Box—We collect personal care items and cleaning products to
distribute to those in need.
2nd Sunday—The Sunday School classes collect loose change for the
Heifer Project.
4th Sunday we collect food and monetary donations for the Eden North
Collins food pantry.

Welcome Autumn! I love October with the colorful leaves, the apples,
pumpkins and crisp air. It is a sensory reminder of God’s amazing work.
Rummage Sale: Shout out to Nicole Maggs for organizing our outdoor
Rummage Sale! We had great weather, lots of stuff and surprisingly good
sales. We raised $959 for the UWF budget. Thank you to everyone who donated,
shopped or helped in anyway, especially Dawn Zopp, Carol Lewis, Jim Munro,
Nancy Golba, Deb Longbine, Wally O’Connor and Diana Graovac.
Fall Speaker: UMW General Meeting and Fall Speaker will be Monday, October
17 at 7:00 PM. Theresa DeLuca from Journey’s End will share how Journey’s
End welcomes refugees and the other services they provide. This is the agency
we collected home goods for last December. Refreshments after. Please come
and bring a friend.
Trunk or Treat is coming up on Saturday, October 22. The Eden Chamber
sponsors a Halloween parade starting at the Fire Hall. They will parade to the
cemetery, then through our parking lot for the treats and back to the Fire Hall.
Please let me know if you can provide candy or host a vehicle. Costumes and
decorations welcome! We are also looking for gently used children’s books to
hand out.
Election Day Dinner planning has begun! This year will be take-out only again.
Linda Hock will be looking for hands to help with this endeavor! Watch for sign
-up sheets or calls. Apple sauce and squash making will be soon. Pie baking
will need 11x17 jelly roll pans. Let Diana Graovac or Carol Lewis know if you
have one to lend. November 8th will sneak up on us if we are not careful!
At the District UMW Annual Meeting on September 17th, our unit received the
Mission Today Silver Award and the 5 Star Award for mission giving. Also Dawn
Zopp, Diana Graovac and I received Reading Program certificates. For the
newest books in the reading program, see Dawn’s article in this newsletter, or
check out the table in the Narthex. District Network of Leaders will meet on
November 5th at Asbury UMC in Getzville.
I hope you are enjoying “Women Who Shaped History.” I learn something new
each month.
Joy and Peace,
Cathy Jeffers

United Women in Faith Reading Program
Some new books for the 2022/2023 Reading Program are now in the Narthex. More will be
added in October.
From captivating mysteries and heartfelt biographies to urgent messages about issues like
immigration, racism and mental healthcare, there’s something for everyone. The Reading
Program is Open to All.
In addition to the books in the Narthex, you can listen to audiobooks, Faith Talks podcasts
and movies such as Hidden Figures or Just Mercy.
Faith Talks are monthly conversations with United Women in Faith. Each conversation
explores themes and resources that empower us to put faith, hope and love into action.
Check out interviews with United Women in Faith mission studies’ authors and more at
uwfaith.org/event/faith-talks
BOOKS
Every Note Played
Lisa Genova (EFM)
From Lisa Genova, neuroscientist and author of Still Alice, comes a powerful exploration of
regret, forgiveness, freedom and what it means to be alive. Inspired by Richard Glatzer,
co-director of Still Alice who died of ALS, Every Note Played is Lisa’s most intensively
researched and emotionally resonant novel yet.
A Child Called “It”,
The Lost Boy and A Man Named Dave (trilogy)
Dave Pelzer (EFM)
A Child Called “It” is the unforgettable account of one of the most severe child abuse cases
in California history. It is the story of Dave Pelzer, who was brutally beaten and starved by
his emotionally unstable, alcoholic mother. He had to learn how to play his mother’s games
in order to survive because she no longer considered him a son, but a slave; and not longer a
boy, but an “It.” Dave invites readers on his journey to discover how a lost, nameless boy
finally found himself in the heart and soul of a man who is free at last. He is a living
example that all of us have the capability to better ourselves no matter what the odds.

UWF Reading Program Continued
Small Great Things
Jodi Picoult (SA)
Small Great Things tackles the challenging yet essential concerns of our time: prejudice,
race and justice. It takes its title from a quote by Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.: “If I cannot
do great things, I can do small things in a great way.” This book not only addresses
something that happens in America and around the world every day, but also shows us that
change is possible.
Woman 99
Greer Macallister (SA)
A gripping story that exposes the Gilded Age’s tarnished veneer, when women who didn’t
acquiesce to the standards of the day were locked away. Woman 99 honors the fierce
women of the past, born into a world that denied them power, but underestimated their
strength.
Called to Forgive
Anthony B. Thompson (SG)
The 2015 Emanuel AME Church in Charleston, SC shooting, a victim’s husband, and the
path to healing and peace. Anthony Thompson has led the way in how to respond to those
who wound and hurt us, even in the midst of awful tragedy. Called to Forgive inspires
greater understanding in how to forgive as Christ has forgiven us, to experience the greatest
force known to humanity, God’s grace.
Pick up one of these books on the cart in the Narthex. Additional UMW books are in the
library adjacent to the Narthex
To check out a book, just sign it out / in on the clipboard with the books in the Narthex.
Categories are EFM: Education for Mission, LD: Leadership Development, NFC:
Nurturing for Community, SA: Social Action, SG: Spiritual Growth
Dawn Zopp
Secretary of Program Resources
Eden UWF

Sunday School: Living in Faith Together (LiFT)
Sunday School: Living in Faith Together (LiFT) is an intergenerational class for families
(moms, dads, grandparents, kids of all ages) and meets in the double room (5/6).
In September we studied stories of Jesus from John. In October we will study stories from
Mark. Here is a photo of the bread we made after hearing about the loaves and fish. The
story of Jesus walking on water led to a sink or float activity. We didn’t get too wet!
Hope you can join us on Sunday mornings 9:30 – 10:30.
Our Second Sunday Coin Collection for Heifer Project was $24.69 for September. Thank
you to those in the congregation who add pocket change to our Heifer jar!

WANTED
Men’s winter jackets—All Sizes
For the men at Turning Point
Winter gloves & hats are also appreciated!
Please drop off in the office

Oct. 22nd

EUMC

Saturday, October 22
The town Halloween Parade starts at 1:00 at the Eden Fire
Hall. We will be decorating trunks or trucks and
distributing candy to the kids.
If you would like to join the fun, please contact me
(cathymjeffers@gmail.com) or Robin in the church office
(992-4211). We can use decorated vehicles and extra
wrapped candy! I want to be ready by 12:00 and stay open
until 2.

Small Groups
Small Groups are up and
running! However, there is still time
- we are coordinating one more
group. If you are interested, contact
Pastor Kate, Beth Campbell, Lucinda
Karstedt or Carol Brodie. Once
you’ve experienced a Small Group,
we think you’ll be sold!

Monday Morning Bible Study
Starting September 18th the group will be starting an 11 week study on the Book
of Revelation! We will be reading You can Understand the Book of Revelation by
Skip Heitzig, reading Scripture, and then have a discussion in class. No Homework!!!! Are you curious enough and/or brave enough to join us? Men and women
are invited to join our group. We meet at 9:30am in Room 2 and usually have
some social time and prayer. At 10am we will start the study. You will need to
purchase a book if interested, $12.50. Please contact Carol Brodie to order and for
any information.

Join us for bible study

with Pastor Kate
& Pastor Lutz
2nd and 4th
Thursday at 7am
Four Corners Restaurant

Prayers with
Pastor Kate
Join Pastor Kate in weekly
Prayer every Wednesday
at 12 Noon via zoom
Everyone welcome!

Guest Speaker Theresa DeLuca

Journey’s End
Monday, October 17th
7:00 PM
Eden United Methodist Church

Please join the United Women in Faith for an evening
of education and fellowship.
All are invited, please come and bring a friend!
Refreshments to follow.
Bring your World Thank Offering.

Phillis Wheatley
She was called Phillis because that was the name of the ship
that brought her and Wheatly because that was the name of
the merchant who bought her in 1761. She was born in
Senegal and sold at the Boston slave markets. She was about
seven years old.
John Wheatly’s wife wanted a house servant so he went to the
local Boston slave market and bought this skinny, frail looking,
almost naked girl. They found her to be very bright and
precocious so after her household duties were completed the
family educated her. She loved reading and was writing poetry
within a couple of years. She wrote her first published poem in 1769 and it was published
in 1771, bringing her national acclaim. By the time she was 18 Phillis had a collection of
poems ready for publication. Mrs. Wheatly, well aware of the talent of this young woman
tried very hard to find a publisher for them. Unable to find one in this country, she turned
to England. Phillis and The Wheatley’s son, Nathaniel traveled to London and were able to
secure a publisher and the first book published by an African American, Poems on Various
Subjects, Religious and Moral, came out in 1773.
The Wheatly family members continued to support her but never freed her. This was
partly to protect her from a tough society. Mrs. Wheatly died in 1774. Mr. Wheatly and his
daughter, Mary, died in 1778 and Nathaniel had moved to England, where he died in
1783. Thrown into the world, Phillis married a free black man named John Peters, a
struggling businessman. They had children together, none of whom survived to
adulthood.
During this time, Phillis began to champion the Abolitionist Movement and began to write
about it. She became well known and published in New England and helped fuel the
spread of this movement.
Phillis Wheatly Peters died on Dec. 5, 1784 while her husband, John, was in the county jail
because of debt. She died alone but well known and loved by New Englanders and
awakened them to the belief in the abolition of slavery. Today, scholars feel she was one
of the most important writers of the 18th century.

Trustee Meeting
Tuesday, October 4th
At 7:00 pm
Finance & Leadership
Tuesday, October 18th
at 6:30pm/7pm

SPPRC Meeting
Tuesday, October 11th
At 7:00 pm
Stephen Minister
Supervision Meetings
Tue, Oct. 11 @ 10am &
Mon, Oct. 18 @ 7pm

Bev Hyatt—Oct. 18

I

Trustee's Fall
We are looking for newer pictures of
individuals and families to add to our
Worship service and live-steam.
Please submit pictures to the office or
email them to edenumc1@gmail.com.
Thank you.

Work Day
Monday, Oct. 10th
9:00 am
All help is welcome as we
prepare to get the church
ready for the coming
winter months.

