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Dear Eden United Methodist Church,
This July was the beginning of my 5th year under appointment to Eden UMC. I cannot believe that
much time has passed. I am still waiting for a winter like the ones I was warned about, but I have
certainly enjoyed becoming a part of the community here. The return of the Corn Fest parade
after a 3-year hiatus was hot but successful, and so was our booth. It’s hard to imagine that was
only the beginning of August and we now have reached the beginning of September.
School opens next week. To give some perspective this is the first year of normal school since the
2018-2019 school year. Let us pray for the students and those who both run the schools and teach
our students for a safe happy 2022-2023 school year. As we pray for the beginning of the school
year, I invite you to pray for the launch of our new small group ministry. Check out the information
in the narthex and listen to the testimonies in worship of those who have benefited from
participating in small groups. Our first small groups will study The Absolute Basics of the Christian
Faith. Whether you’ve been a member of the church for many years or only joined recently come
explore the Christian Faith with others in our new small group ministry.
There will be more ministries for us to celebrate as the school year unfolds, but I can’t help but
reflect on the text we used in worship on August 7th. It was Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16. It was about
faith being the thing we are certain of but cannot see with our eyes. God has called us to believe
that He can work in and through each of us, and that things work out for the good for those who
seek to live according to God’s will. Christian living is the connection of what we believe with how
we live our lives. It means seeking to always live in right relationship with God, and that we have
dedicated our lives in service to God’s Kingdom. I invited us at the time to pray for a resolution to
the boiler situation that didn’t cost money we didn’t have. That is exactly what happened. Please
make sure to read the financial update from the Chair of Stewardship in this newsletter.
What else can God do in and through us as we place our trust and faith in God? There are so many
possibilities. May we continue to grow in our relationship with God and find new ways God has
called us to be His hands and feet, and words of love at work in the world.
Yours in Christ,

Pastor Kate

Mission Statement
The Eden United Methodist Church defines its mission: “To make disciples
of Jesus Christ through worship, witness, study, service and fellowship.”
Our Vision
“Offering life-changing grace, hope, healing and hospitality to all.”

You can reach us by emailing the office at edenumc1@gmail.com or by calling 992-4211.

SUNDAY WORSHIP at 11 AM
Join us or you can watch Live-streaming on our web site:
www.EdenNYUMC.org and click on FACEBOOK button
Or To listen in to Worship you can call in via zoom.
UPDATED BUILDING MASK POLICY:


Upon entering the building, a mask is strongly encouraged.



Please notify the office if you or someone that has been in the building recently has
tested positive for COVID.



If you are not feeling well or have any cold or COVID-like symptoms, please stay at
home.

SEPTEMBER VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES


Scripture Readers:

Pianist:



Acolyte.

Worship Leader: Laura Forster, Cathy Jeffers



Communion Servers

Audio/Visual:



Special Music

Dave Gawronski

Mike Forster, Cyndi Winiasz

Counters Needed for

Please contact the office to
sign-up

Sunday Offerings
Please apply within!

This is a great way to give!
Did you know you can contribute on-line to EUMC?

https://www.edennyumc.org/online-giving.html
Or download the

Tithe.ly app and choose Eden UMC
Or give via

PayPal by going to the
EdenNYUMC.org web site and
click on the PayPal button or scan the QR code..
If you have any questions, please call the office. Or you
can mail in your contribution to the Church at
2820 E. Church St, Eden, NY 14057.

Other Ways to Give












Can & Bottles—All can/bottle donations support the Missions Fund,
make it a point to bring your donations to church with you once a month.
Clothing Shed—The church is rewarded when you drop off your gently
used clothing to St. Pauly’s Clothing Shed.
GLP Fund—The Church collects donations to help those with an
emergency.
Blessing Box—We collect personal care items and cleaning products to
distribute to those in need.
2nd Sunday—The Sunday School classes collect loose change for the
Heifer Project.
4th Sunday we collect food and monetary donations for the Eden North
Collins food pantry.

Summer is almost over and with the start of Autumn, the UWF will be getting back into
the swing of things. The UWF Circles will be having their first meetings this month, so
if you haven’t thought about joining the UWF activities in the past, joining a Circle is a
great way to do so!
An outside Rummage Sale will be held on Friday and Saturday, September 9th and 10th.
See more information from Nicole Maggs in this newsletter. We need everyone’s help
to make this a success!
On September 17th the District UMW Annual Meeting will be at Lincoln Memorial
Church in Buffalo from 9:30 – 1:00. It starts with Rev. George Nicholas, pastor of
Lincoln UMC, speaking about Health Equity in our Community. Followed by a short
business meeting with awards and voting on the budget and officers, and concluding
with lunch. I will be attending and will be happy to carpool. Please let me know by Sept
5th if you can attend. Our local UWF will pay the registration fee. Sign up sheet will be
on the Opportunity Board in the Narthex.
We will have an Election Day Dinner again this year. Look for opportunities to help out
as we get closer.
The next board meeting will be September 12, 2021 at 3:00 pm. A representative from
each circle should attend these meetings.
Joy and Peace,
Cathy Jeffers

Sunday School—LiFT Living in Faith Together
Sunday School classes will begin after Labor Day on September 11th. For the children
we are continuing with the LiFT program in room 5/6. Sunday LiFT (Living in Faith
Together) is an intergenerational class for families (moms, dads, grand-parents, kids
of all ages.) Our time together includes scripture reading with discussion, game or
craft, song and closing prayer. All are welcome, continuing and new families. We are
still collecting change every second Sunday to support the Heifer Project. So please
bring in your pocket change on the 11th. We collected $13.07 in July and August.
Thank you to those in the congregation who add pocket change to our Heifer jar!

We had a great time at Vacation Bible School “Discovery on Adventure
Island!” At VBS this year we had 20 children ages 4 – 12, 12 teens and 15
adults. Small group, but great fun!
I would like to thank everyone who helped with VBS :

– thank you for your service! A special thank you Verna Elling and her
Tuesday/Thursday work crew for creating the amazing set! Our marvelous
set will again be passed on to St Luke’s Lutheran Church in Cheektowaga
who plans to do this VBS program next summer. Thank you also to UWF for
sponsoring VBS.
Every year at VBS we choose a mission project to support. This year we
collected school supplies for the Eden/North Collins Food Pantry and took a
daily offering for Seneca Street UMC After School Program. Beth Campbell
and I took 2 bins and 2 bags of supplies to the food pantry. The offering for
the week totaled $176.60. The special offering on Sunday was $197.82 for a
total of $374.42 for Seneca Street. We surpassed our $300 goal! Thank you
to everyone who donated.
~ Cathy Jeffers, VBS Quest Coordinator

We are planning to setup outside and opening the sale on Friday
evening. Please take some time to lend a hand when you are able,
even one hour is a great help. Please note that donations should be
brought on Friday and not left at the church ahead of time.
Donations of baked goods are appreciated.
Contact Niki Maggs at (716) 507-2351 or at nikichiki12372@yahoo.com if
you need pickup or have questions.

Another August - another Eden Corn Festival! And thankfully with a lot less drama leading up to it.
I think everyone that participated in the Corn Festival stand this year had a great time and I thank
all of you for your participation. We had corn chowder makers and pie bakers. We had the Eden
Boosters (basketball players and coaches) help us with the heavy lifting. Men’s Club members and
friends helped with the set up and tear down of the booth, and Sue Roseman and Dawn cleaned,
painted, and got the booth organized and ready to open. Best of all is that we had volunteers sign
up for shifts to serve our customers. Kudos to our volunteers!
This year it was necessary to scale back, but we still had a rewarding year. We totaled almost
$17,000 in sales (including after CF sales) with an estimated profit of $7,700 (there are still a few
outstanding bills). In past years, 10% of profit was donated to the General Fund and the other
90% to support capital improvements and other small, local mission projects voted on by the
Men’s Club. Corn Festival funds are intended to help with capital improvements - those extra
needs and expenses not in the church’s budget.
Dawn and I need help to continue with the future of our United Methodist food stand at Corn
Festivals. Our current role is that of managing, organizing, purchasing product, applying for the
necessary permits to operate, and working with the Eden Corn Festival, Inc. policies. Dawn and I
hope folks will step up to help continue the Church’s long-standing participation in the Eden Corn
Festival. We would be happy to provide records and guidelines, and to work alongside anyone
who would like to help and take on a role as co-chairman(s). We are at a crossroad. Who can help
co-chair the EUMC Corn Festival? Dawn and I will continue to be involved and help with our time,
knowledge, and any other requirements requested of us. Can the EUMC continue to make our
Eden Corn Festival stand a major contributor to the financial needs of the church? Or does it end?
In addition to the financial aspect to our church, the Eden Corn Festival is also an outreach and an
avenue to keep our name in front of many old timers and potential new people looking for a
church. We would hope that would not disappear. Search your heart and let Pastor Kate or me
know; If you have any questions, please contact Peter at 716 239-9055 (cell), 716 992-3262
(home). Because of the contribution of your time and talents at the Corn Festival, you have
helped our church and community.
Thanks,
Peter Zopp, President
Eden United Methodist Men

Small Groups
Coming this fall, we will be starting several small groups that will give you the opportunity
to strengthen your faith and connect with members of the congregation you might not
otherwise be able to get to know. The preliminary plan is to have groups that meet Sunday
afternoons, Sunday evenings and Wednesday evenings (these will be in addition to the
groups that already exist.)
The first study will cover the basics of our Wesleyan faith and will be the perfect lead in to
Advent. We are planning on starting at the end of September when school start up and end
of summer activities are over.
More information will be coming, but if you have questions, the church office can direct
you to someone who can provide answers.

Monday Morning Bible Study
Starting September 18th the group will be starting an 11 week study on the Book
of Revelation! We will be reading You can Understand the Book of Revelation by
Skip Heitzig, reading Scripture, and then have a discussion in class. No Homework!!!! Are you curious enough and/or brave enough to join us? Men and women
are invited to join our group. We meet at 9:30am in Room 2 and usually have
some social time and prayer. At 10am we will start the study. You will need to
purchase a book if interested, $12.50. Please contact Carol Brodie to order and for
any information.

Join us for bible study

with Pastor Kate
& Pastor Lutz
2nd and 4th
Thursday at 7am
Four Corners Restaurant

Prayers with
Pastor Kate
Join Pastor Kate in weekly
Prayer every Wednesday
at 12 Noon via zoom
Everyone welcome!

Church members receive the grand prize in the
1st Annual Eden Corn Festival BBQ Competition!
Chris Perry was named Grand Champion and
Jeff Johnson, Reserve Grand Champion

Congratulations!!

THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU!
Thanks to anyone who takes the time and energy to bring your deposit cans
and bottles to the church! This money is used for Mission projects. This
year we were once again able to make a nice donation to Churches in
Action. We were able to purchase 7 complete sets of thermal underwear for
the September underwear and socks collection. Great effort everyone!
Thank you,
Sue Roseman &
Carol Brodie

WANTED
Men’s winter jackets—All Sizes
For the men at Turning Point
Winter gloves & hats are also appreciated!
Please drop off in the office

Crop Walk 2022
September is Crop Walk time. Plan a self directed walk individually or with friends and family.
The location can be anywhere and can be any distance that’s good to you.
Be creative! Challenge yourself!
Pick up a Crop Walk envelope in the lobby. Donations can be solicited from individuals and
businesses. We also will announce in church that you are walking so your church family can
support you.
Remember that all monies will go to help local, national and world hunger. Our own Eden North
Collins Food Pantry will receive 25% of funds collected.
Envelopes along with donations must be turned in by October 2nd to Paula Kramer or Carol Brodie.

Undies Month—September!

We will be collecting new underwear for men, women and

children of all ages. This Churches in Action project distributes new undies to homeless,
marginalized families and veterans. Who doesn’t like getting new undies? Men, women and
children’s underwear, tee shirts, socks and bras are needed.
Please place your donations in the bin in the lobby. Last day of drop off is September 25th.

What’s been happening at Churches in Action (CIA)?
CIA had a meeting on August 18th to address several events and update members.
Eden UMC is a member of CIA and Carol Brodie is our representative.
1. Worship Service at Forest Lawn - Day of the Child - Dec. 6th Forest Lawn hosts a
service at the Angel of Hope monument in conjunction with CIA and the Loving Laura
Project. This is open to all those who have experienced the loss of a child & those who want
to show support. Outdoor service about 30 minutes.
2. Dunkirk Conference Center CIA updated bathrooms & shower facilities for this
community outreach organization this summer with a budget of $15,000. There are a few
smaller projects to finish here. If interested please volunteer.
3. Undie Sundays. In addition to the 18 member churches collecting underwear during the
month of September, CIA will be spending an additional $6,000 on this project. 17
organizations have been targeted for these donations including Turning Point in Eden.
4. Christmas in the Country - Nov. 3,4,5,6
Held at the Hamburg Fairgrounds CIA sells bags to shoppers and profits $.50 a bag. Usually
we earn around $2000. Volunteers are needed for 2 to 3 hour shifts. BONUS, free admission
to the event When you volunteer!!!!!
5. Haiti. With the country in chaos no visits have been made this year. We have a history of
water, school and clinic projects there.
6. Micro Missions. CIA participant churches are being encouraged to apply for funds for
mission outreach programs this fall. Funds from past Micro Missions received by our church
were for Respite and Vacation Bible School.
If any group is interested please see Carol Brodie.

EDEN UMC FINANCIAL UPDATE
Praise to God our Provider! The expense to replace our church boilers has been
resolved, and at a fraction of the cost that it could have been. This means that
we can continue to concentrate on meeting day-to-day expenses without that
concern. Perhaps our Lord is making a way to close that gap so we can
support all the mission goals of our Ministry Action Plan. I have faith that He
will equip us to serve our community in even greater ways as we begin to plan
for next year.
Please consider what you can give to your church from what God has already
given you, knowing that your gifts will be for His glory.
With the hope of Christ,
Laura Forster

John Wesley’s teaching on money:


Gain all you can – there is no end to the good it (money) can do.



Save all you can – buy only necessities so you do not waste money or
increase desires



Give all you can - Wesley felt that the Christian should not merely tithe but
give away all extra income once the family and creditors were taken care of.
He believed that with increasing income, what should rise is not the
Christian’s standard of living but the standard of giving.

Rita Levi-Montalcini
Rita Levi-Montalcini was born in Turin, Italy in 1909 to Italian
Jewish parents whose ancestry dated back to the Roman Empire.
After experiencing the death of a close family friend from
cancer when she was a child she decided she wanted to become a
doctor. Rita was an aggressive young woman and to her father’s
dismay she enrolled at the University of Turin Medical School where she graduated summa
cum laude in 1936. While there she became close to a neurophysiologist who sparked her
interest in the growth and development of the nervous system and became his teaching
assistant. At this point Rita’s life was going along smoothly. Then things suddenly changed.
In 1938 Mussolini’s Manifesto of Race barred Jews from holding academic or professional
careers. Unable to teach or do research openly, her strong and aggressive nature led her
to set up a laboratory in her room, where she studied the growth of nerve fibers in chicken
embryos. In 1943 the Nazi’s invaded Italy and Rita and her family fled to Florence with
false identities and were hidden by non-Jewish friends. There Rita went underground,
providing medical aid in allied war camps. The family survived the war and returned to
Turin.
After the war she was offered a one semester research fellowship at Washington University
in St. Louis, MO. They were so impressed with her that they made her a full professor and
offered her a permanent research position, which she held for 30 years. She then set up a
second laboratory in Rome and divided her time between the two places. In 1963 she
became the first woman to receive the Max Weinstein Award from the United Cerebral
Palsy Assoc. due to her major contributions in neurological discoveries. In 1986, she and
researcher Stanley Cohen, won the Nobel Prize in medicine for their research on the Nerve
Growth Factor. She retired in 1977 but never stopped working, becoming a guest lecturer,
contributing researcher, and a political activist. In 2002, at the age of 93, she founded the
European Brain Research Institute and then became its president. She passed away in
2012 at the age of 103 at her home in Rome, still actively and boldly contributing, a strong
and aggressive woman.

Trustee Meeting
Tuesday, September 6th
At 7:00 pm
Finance & All Church
Tuesday, September 20th
at 6:30pm/7pm
UWF Board Meeting
Monday, September 12th
3 pm

SPPRC Meeting
Tuesday, September 13th
At 7:00 pm
Stephen Minister
Supervision Meetings
Tue, Sept. 13 @ 10am &
Mon, Sept. 19 @ 7pm

I

Allison Ferro—September 10

LUNCHEON MEETING
Wednesday,
September 28th
at 12 Noon

Travis Daniels Buwembo

Born on Monday, August 29th
Mother and baby are both doing well!

We are looking for newer pictures of
individuals and families to add to our
Worship service and live-steam.
Please submit pictures to the office or
email them to edenumc1@gmail.com.

